
American Goldfinch with Nesting Material on Early date: A female 
American Goldfinch (Carduelis tristis) was seen carrying grass on 7 May 
1990 in open, mature forest on northern Hunter Island, Pelham Bay 
Park, Bronx, New York. A male was seen close by. The earliest known 
New York egg date for this species is 25 June (G. M. Meade, Appendix C 
in R. F. Andrle & J. R. Carroll, 1988, The Atlas of breeding birds in New York 
State, Cornell Univ. Press, Ithaca & London, 551 pp.) 
David S. Kiinstler, New York City Department of Parks b Recreation, Van 
Corflandt & Pelham Bay Parks AdministratorS Ofice, 1 Bronx River Parkway, 
Bronx, New York, 10462 

Unusual Nesting Attempt by Red-tailed Hawk: In the spring of 1993, a 
pair of Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) constructed a nest on the 
facade of a building at 74th Street and 5th Avenue in New York City 
overlooking Central Park. The nest was woven around metal spikes set 
in the ornamental plasterwork above a window. The spikes were placed 
there to discourage roosting of Rock Dove. The building management 
delayed planned maintenance to accommodate the birds. Although 
brooding was observed for several weeks, the pair eventually abandoned 
the effort. Building employees then determined that the nest contained 3 
unhatched eggs. The male was believed to be a young bird which had 
summered in Central Park in 1992. 
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