
in which a very small change in any factor driving such a system can 
push it to an entirely new, inherently unpredictable state, which again 
may be relatively stable and show some other apparent periodicity. 

Other noteworthy reports including the continuing decrease in Ring- 
necked Pheasant and increase for Wild Turkey, with flocks of the latter 
at 200+ in Regions 4 and 5; the usual few wintering rails; a very high 
tally of American Coot in Region 2; Sandhill Crane in Regions 2,5, and 
10; aldds in Region 10, including both Thick-billed and Common Murre 
and a good count of Razorbill. Observers found good counts of Red- 
headed and Red-bellied Woodpeckers, a Black-backed Woodpecker in 
Region 9 as well as the expected Region 7 reports, and good CBC counts 
for Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and Northern Flicker. 

In addition to the litany of species data, there are always interesting 
notes in the Regional reports. A few which caught my eye were notes on 
raptor rehabilitation in Region 5; American Robin and Cedar Waxwing 
persisting at higher altitudes in Region 7; and an host of exotic gulls that 
escaped from the Bronx Zoo Aviary after a roof collapse, not to be seen 
subsequently 

The final detail is the selection of the B.O.T.S. Many rarities have been 
woven in the summary above, and Townsend's Solitaire in Regions 9 
and 10; and Harris's Sparrow in Regions 2 and 9 normally would be 
strong candidates. However, this season the award goes to the obliging 
Northern Lapwing ogled by many in Region 10. 
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Standard abbreviations: Regional rarities appear in bold italics; county 
names are shortened to their first four letters and appear in Upper Case 
letters; months are shortened to their first three letters. In species 
accounts: number of individuals omitted implies that one individual 
was reported; ! - details seen by Regional Editor; ad - adult; Alt - 
Alternate plumage; Am. - American; arr - arrival or first of season; 
CBC - Christmas Bird Count; Corn. - Common; E. - Eastern; I - 
Island; imm - immature; intro - see introduction to report; juv - 
juvenile; L - Lake; max - maximum; mob - multiple observers; N. - 
Northern; NWR - National Wildlife Refuge; NYSARC - report to 
New York State Avian Records Committee; P - Park; Pd - Pond; ph - 
photographed; Pt - Point; Res - Reservoir; SP - State Park; spm - 
specimen; T - Town of; Twn - township;W. - Western; WMA - 
Wildlife Management Area; y - young. 
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REPORTING REGIONS 

Regional boundaries coincide with county lines, except at: 
V 

Region 1-Region 2 in Orleans, Genesee and Wyoming Counties: the 
boundary is NY Route 98 from Pt. Breeze to Batavia, NY Route 63 from 
Batavia to Pavilion, and NY Route 19 from Pavilion to the Allegany 
County line. 
Region 2-Region 3 in Ontario County: the boundary is Mud Creek to 
NY Route 64, NY Route 64 from Bristol Center to S. Bristol Springs, 
and Route 21 from S. Bristol Springs to the Yates County line. 
Region 3-Region 5 in Cayuga County: the boundary is NY Route 31. 

REPORTING DEADLINES 

Winter Season: December, January, February 
Deadline is 7 March 

Spring Season: March, April, May 
Deadline is 7 June 

Summer Season: June, July, August 
Deadline is 7 September 

Fall Season: September, October, November 
Deadline is 7 December 
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