Boat-tailed Grackle at Shinnecock, Long Island: A young Boat-tailed
Grackle (Quiscalus major) was seen being fed by an adult female on 3
July on Dune Road near the Ponquogue Bridge, Shinnecock Bay. Since
the young bird was already flying, it is not absolutely certain that the
species bred in the area. However, this area is a considerable distance
northeast of the nearest known breeding grounds in Nassau County, and
there is ample evidence that the species is in the process of colonizing
Shinnecock Bay. A single male was seen nearby area in May by Hugh
McGuinness in almost the same location. A small flock of at least nine
female or immature plumaged birds was active by the bridge all
summer. This flock seemed to consist entirely of molting juveniles, with
noticeably larger males showing areas of flat black plumage mixed with
the brown by the middle of September. Young males are brown before
they assume the black first Basic plumage shown in the field guides and
incorrectly labeled “juvenile”. The Prebasic molt was complete by the
end of September and an adult female as well as juveniles of both sexes
were still present in the area well into October. The appearance of this
flock and the predominance of young birds appears to be typical of the pattern
of the range expansion northward shown by this species in other areas.

Eric Salzman, Box 775, East Quogue, New York 11942

Cedar Waxwing flock composition at Kestrel Haven Migration
Observatory, Schuyler County: During our fall migration banding in
1994, we were visited by two flocks of approximately 100 Cedar
Waxwing each. Both flocks remained for several weeks, providing many
opportunities to count and age the birds on the wing. In addition, a high
percentage were banded. The waxwings were attracted to an abundant
supply of pokeberry and mountain ash berries, showing a distinct
preference for the former. We noted several Hatching Year birds with
orange tail bands, which may be indicative of nestling diet, four adult
females with the normal yellow tail band and one Hatching Year bird
that was molting from orange to yellow tail band color. The flock
composition was 98% Hatching Year birds, accompanied by two adult
females. Both flocks were of equal size and composition, which suggests
that young birds may congregate under the tutelage of a few adult
females. The waxwings remained at our site until they denuded the
available pokeberry. Subsequently, a large wintering flock of 250 adults
appeared and remained in this area through February 1995. It will be
interesting to learn whether flocks primarily of juvenile waxwings form
during the fall in other years and at other localities.

John and Sue Gregoire, Kestrel Haven Farm Migration Observatory, 5373
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