
Scarlet Tanager Breeding Biology: During the 1994 and 1995 breeding 
seasons we added the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology's "Project 
Tanager" to our summer study activities. In two years, we were able to 
confirm several aspects of Scarlet Tanager breeding biology reported in 
the literature and add some unique observations of nest siteltree type 
selection. All observations were made in Schuyler County at altitudes 
ranging from 500 to 1700 feet and in wood lots of varying sizes. 
Although most data were constant from site to site, host tree selection 
varied widely. Nests were wholly constructed by the female, averaged 
50 feet above the ground and were generally quite flimsy. All nests were 
located a good distance from the trunk at a point where the supporting 
branch was of approximately one inch in diameter. Twenty nests in ten 
species of host tree were distributed as follows: Sugar Maple (4), 
Shagbark Hickory (3), White Oak (3), American Beech (3), Hemlock (2), 
and one each in Red Oak, Black Locust, American Elm, Yellow Birch and 
White Pine. Clutch size averaged 4, with one nest of 5. Eggs were 
incubated only by the female who was fed on nest by the male. The 
altricial nestlings had distinct yellow gapes and bright red mouths. 
Amazingly, all fledged in 15 days and were then fed by both parents for 
another two weeks, by which time some of the young were well into 
molt. A single whistle, not heard from adults, was interpreted as the 
young birds' call for food. 
John and Sue Gregoire, Kestrel Haven Farm Migration Observatory, 5373 
Fitzgerald Road, Burdett, New York 14818-9626 

Cedar Glades for Wintering Birds: The importance of Red Cedar 
(Juniperus virginiana) glades in Jefferson County has been missed by 
many ornithologists and ecologists in the past. These areas which 
dominate much of the so called "scrub lands" of the Lake Ontario Plain 
of western Jefferson County are very important for wintering and 
visiting birds such as American Robin, Bohemian Waxwing, Cedar 
Waxwing, Pine Grosbeak, House Finch, and Purple Finch. Red Cedar 
berries are an important source of sugars and carbohydrates for birds to 
survive the winter months. Since many of these areas have a history of 
use as dairy pasture there is a predominance of wild apple trees or thorn 
apple spread by the cattle through the years of use. These apple trees 
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also provide an additional food source for other birds and mammals 
(Chamberlaine, L. 1993. Utilization of Wild Apples by Birds. Kingbird 
45:153). Many of these areas are on shallow soils and are underlaid by 
limestone and in some cases have bare limestone areas with no soil 
except where detritus has collected in the cracks or holes in the 
limestone. Some of the better known areas of this type are part of rare 
ecological communities and are well known to the botanists but 
relatively unknown to mammalogists and ornithologists. These include 
the El Dorado Shores Preserve, Limerick Cedars, and Chaumont Barrens 
all Nature Conservancy properties and the Stony Point area where the 
New York State, Henderson Shores Unique Area is located. Some of 
these areas have a White Cedar (Thuja occidentalis) component as a part 
of the plant community. This genotype of White Cedar does not and 
cannot exist in prolonged standing water as one usually expects to in the 
white cedar swamp community. They are a distinct variety that grows 
only on the limestone outcroppings. This species of cedar also provides 
some additional food for birds and mammals when present. In some of 
these areas an increasing White-tailed Deer population in the past 25 
years is limiting reproduction or even slowly eliminating the White 
Cedar component while also heavily impacting the Red Cedar as the 
deer herd increases in size on the Lake Ontario Plain. These areas are 
also being lost to developments at a fairly high rate since the land is of 
relatively low value and cheaper to purchase than active farm lands. 
With the decrease in farming in this area and increase in second home 
developments, as well as the Fort Drum developments more pressure 
will be put on these "lower value land" areas on private lands for trailer 
sites, small businesses and second home developments. It is important 
that these areas be recognized for their high value to wildlife and that 
they be preserved and protected as much as possible in the Jefferson 
County area. Study in other parts of New York State will no doubt show 
the importance of these areas for birds and other wildlife. 
Lee B. Chamberlaine, PO. Box 139, Henderson, New York 13650 

Golden Eagle Attacks Wild Turkey: On 17 December 1994, while 
participating in the Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society Christmas Bird 
Count in the Town of Oneonta, Otsego Co., the author was observing 
with Gerry Cahill and Dianne Benko a flock of 12 Wild Turkey (Meleagvis 
gallopavo) walking through an overgrown pasture below a wooded 
ridge. We spotted an immature Golden Eagle (Aquila ch ysaetos) circling 
above the ridge. The eagle began a glide down the face of the ridge, just 
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