
Finally the number and variety of rarities across all Regions is the best 
in many years. Based on my criteria for selection, the total comes to 68 
species, with over 175 total reports, some of multiple individuals. This is 
far too many to list all here, but nearly all should be in bold italics in the 
Regional reports. A selection of the best is: Western Grebe for two weeks 
in Region 5; a grebe identified as Clark's Grebe in Region 7, if approved 
by NYSARC, would be an addition to the NY State checklist; N. Fulmar 
in Region 10; Anhinga in Region 10; Tricolored Heron in Region 1; the 
nesting Trumpeter Swans in Regions 2 & 6; a Regional first Black Vulture 
in Region 6 (also reported, not as firsts, in Regions 2, 9 & 10; Am. 
Swallow-tailed Kite in Region 10; three Mississippi Kites in Region 2; 
Swainson's Hawks in Regions 2 & 5; a state first Eurasian Hobby in 
Region 10; Gyrfalcon in Regions 4 & 10; Wilson's Plover in Region 10; 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper in Region 10; Long-tailed Jaeger in Region 10; 
Thayer's Gull in Region 7; three Arctic Terns in Region 2; four Common 
Murres in Region 10; Black Guillemot in Region 10; the many Great Gray 
Owls; the 2-3 Boreal Owls in Region 2; Varied Thrush in Region 1; Yellow- 
throated Warbler in Regions 2,3,5,6, & 10; Swainson's Warbler in Region 
10; Summer Tanager in Regions 5 & 10; Western Tanager in Region 5; 
Painted Bunting in Region 5; Baird's Sparrow in Region 1; Le Conte's 
Sparrow in Regions 7 & 10; and Bullock's Oriole in Region 4. Even from 
a list like this, Eurasian Hobby stand's out as the Bird of the Season, but 
not really far above the Clark's Grebe or the challenge of noticing and 
identifying a Baird's Sparrow this far out of range. 

Yet another time I exhort you to read the Regional reports carefully. In 
addition to all the data, you can find interesting notes such as: Purple 
Finch calling like a Ruby-crowned Kinglet in Region 6 - ID by ear is far 
from foolproof; a heronry abandoned because an Osprey moved into a 
central nest in Region 7; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker defending its sap wells 
against Ruby-throated Hummingbird and Pileated Woodpecker, certain- 
ly size extremes, in Region 7; an excellent banding summary from Crown 
Point in Region 7; and a pelagic trip summary in Region 10. 

khvm75a@prodigy.com 

Standard abbreviations: Regional rarities appear in bold italics; county 
names m shortened to their first four letters and appear in Upper Case let- 
ters; months are shortened to their first three letters. In species accounts: 
number of individuals omitted implies that one individual was reported; ! - 
details seen by Regional Editor; ad - adult; Alt - Alternate plumage; Am. 
- American; arr - arrival or first of season; BBS - Breeding Bird Survey; 

SEPTEMBER 1996 



CBC - Christmas Bird Count; CO - confirmed nesting; Corn. - Common; 
E. - Eastern; FL - fledgling FY - adult feeding young I - Island; imm - 
immature; intro - see introduction to report; juv - juvenile; L - Lake; max 
- maximum; mob - multiple observers; N. - Northern; NYSDEC - New 
York State Department of Environmental Conservation; NWR - National 
Wildlife Refuge; NYSARC - report to New York State Avian Records 
Committee; P - Park; Pd - Pond; ph - photographed; Pt - Point; Res - 
Reservoir; SP - State Park; spm - specimen; subad - subadult; T - Town 
of; Twn - township;W. - Western; WMA - Wildlife Management Area; y 
- young. 
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REPORTING REGIONS 

~ e g i o n  1-Region 2 in Orleans, Genesee and wyoming Counties: the 
boundary is NY Route 98 from Pt. Breeze to Batavia, NY Route 63 from 
Batavia to Pavilion, and NY Route 19 from Pavilion to the Allegany 
County line. 
Region 2-Region 3 in Ontario County: the boundary is Mud Creek to NY 
Route 64, NY Route 64 from Bristol Center to S. Bristol Springs, and Route 
21 from S. Bristol Springs to the Yates County line. 
Region 3-Region 5 in Cayuga County: the boundary is NY Route 31. 

REPORTING DEADLINES 
Winter Season: December, January February 

Deadline is 7 March 
Spring Season: March, April, May 

Deadline is 7 June 
Summer Season: June, July August 

Deadline is 7 September 
Fall Season: September, October, November 

Deadline is 7 December 
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