
Later in the season it became obvious that 2 1 Mine open pit was continuing 
to be used by the ravens for night time roosting and day time resting. They 
seem to know instinctively that this is a safe haven. 
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For years. the Lower Hudson Christmas Bird Count reported large numbers 
of European Starlings due to the location of a substantial roost in Manhattan. 
Beginning with the 95th Count. the reported number plummeted as follows: 

CBC Date European Starlings 

94th 19 Dec 93 250.000 
95th 18 Dec 94 75 
96th 17 Dec 95 52 1 
97th 22 Dec 96 1.217 

An unexpected change in personnel and compilers led to a situation where 
no one knew the location of the roost. In 1996. a search was conducted in areas 
where it had been reputed to be. without success. In addition. it has been 
difficult to convince long-time participants to count starlings since they are 
conditioned to ignore them. 

I honestly do not know if the roost still exists: starlings continue to be 
ubiquitous in the city and I would expect that reported numbers will continue to 
rise as people grow accustomed to including starlings in the count. Meanwhile. 
they do well. perhaps too well. in the city. 

THE KINGBIRD 


