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ABSTRACT

Details are given of a sight record of a presumed hybrid: Common
Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas) X Mourning Warbler (Oporornis philadel-
phia).

INTRODUCTION

On 11 May 1991 we noticed an unusual looking warbler as it flushed
from low herbaceous undergrowth in Prospect Park Brooklyn. By flush-
ing the bird repeatedly to low perches over a period of about 30 minutes,
we were able to note most of the bird’s plumage characters and to hear it
call a few times. A painting of the bird was prepared the following day
(see pg- 125). Our field notes contained the following description;

DESCRIPTION

Bill: fairly large for a warbler, and slightly decurved. Upper mandible
blackish; lower mandible pinkish near the base.

Face: mostly gray and showing a black eyline extending from the base
of the bill (similar to, but slightly broader than that of a Blue-winged
Warbler).

Forehead, crown and nape: uniformly gray.

Throat and chin: white, contrasting strongly with the breast.
Remaining underparts: uniform bright yellow.

Upperparts: uniform olive green.

Feet and legs: dull pinkish

VOCALIZATION

The only vocalization given by the bird was a single note chip which
we judged to be consistent with that of a Mourning Warbler.
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DISCUSSION

The description above does not fit any known warbler plumage, but
includes characters which are consistent with members of both Geothlypis
and Oporornis. Dr. Kenneth C. Parkes kindly examined the painting as
well as our written descriptions, and concluded that our bird was almost
certainly a hybrid; Mourning Warbler (Oporornis philadelphia) X Common
Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas). (K.C. Parkes in lit. August 12, 1991)

The first, and as far as we know, only other report of this combina-
tion was given by Bledsoe (1988). Bledsoe describes a specimen in the
Peabody Museum which was collected on September 21, 1955 near New
Haven, Connecticut.

Hybridization in the Parulinae was reviewed by Morse (1989). Hybrid
combinations involving species from different warbler genera have been
shown to be more common than hybrid pairs occurring within genera
(Parkes 1978).

Parkes et. al (1991) have pointed out that hybrids sometimes show
characters, such as the white throat of the bird described here, which are
not consistent with either putative parent species. This is also true of the
common form of hybrid Blue-winged Warbler X Golden-winged Warbler
(“Brewster’s” Warbler ). ,

Parkes (in lit.) concluded that In both “Brewster’s” Warbler, and this
new hybrid combination, the hybrid has inherited ‘lack of throat patch’
from one parent, in this case, the Yellowthroat parent. In
“Brewster’s”Warbler, the underparts color, inherited from the golden-
wing parent is white, there is no separation between throat and the pos-
terior underparts. In the case of the present hybrid, the underparts color
is inherited from the Mourning, but lack-of throat-patch from the
Yellowthroat. Examination of spring male Mourning Warblers indicates
there is no yellow substrate to the black/gray throat. With the melanin of
the throat of the Mourning lacking in the hybrid, one is left with a white
throat, just as in “Brewster’s” Warbler.
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