
REGION 5 - ONEIDA LAKE BASIN 

Bill Purcell 
281 Baum Road 

Hastings, NY 13076 

The fall season was warmer than average with a bit more precipitation 
than usual, but that was enough to alleviate the summer drought. 
September had an average temperature of 64.6"F, 3.1" above normal, with 
5.35" of rain, 1.56" more than usual. There was 2.3" of rain on the 16th, 
but for most of the month there were no fronts to bring waves of 
migrants. A strong front on the 30th did bring Parasitic Jaegers and a 
Sabine's Gull to Derby Hill. 

October was cooler, with an average temp of 49.5", 2" below average, 
with 2.77" of rain, 0.47" below normal. There were several strong sys- 
tems which brought northwest winds and jaegers, but the warblers and 
most of the sparrows had already passed through. 

November was warm with an average of 44.3", 3.8" above normal, and 
3.17" of precipitation, 0.55" below the average. There was 3.8" of snow 
for the month. Finches were on the move throughout November, but the 
warm weather did seem to delay the arrival of waterfowl and gulls. 

Pied-billed Grebe numbers were up with very good counts at three 
locations, while Horned Grebe numbers were down. For the third year, 
an adult Great Cormorant showed up in Oswego Harbor. Two Black- 
crowned Night-Herons favored a small creek at the edge of Onondaga 
Lake for most of the season and a Least Bittern remained in Utica Marsh 
into early September. A Black Vulture roosting with Turkey Vultures in 
Cayuga County was thought to be another sign of their slow advance 
northward. 

Two Greater White-fronted Geese on Little Sodus Bay were the chief 
highlight of an, at best, ordinary waterfowl flight. There were the usual 
American Wigeons and Gadwalls at Fair Haven and the teal species at 
Delta Lake. The Wood Ducks at Toad Harbor were not reported this 
season. The scoter flight was poor with only handfuls of Surfs and Blacks 
reported and the Ayfhya species were scarce until the end of November. 
Mergansers were poorly noted, although few Hooded Mergansers were 
present until late November. A quarry pond in Manlius attracted a vari- 
ety of waterfowl, with most remaining for a day or two except for Ruddy 
Ducks, which numbered over 150 at times and remained for weeks. A 
Glossy Ibis was a good find during a warm spell in October. 
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Strong south winds on 16 October produced a good hawk flight at 
Derby Hill in the typical west to east spring flight pattern. Highlights 
were 180 Red-tailed Hawks and 7 immature Northern Goshawks. This 
"wrong-way" flight had not been observed for a number of years. Two 
days later, on the 18th, the best hawk flight of the season took place at the 
Bishop Road location west of Pulaski. Highlights were 224 redtails, five 
Bald Eagles and two Golden Eagles. The season's total of five Golden 
Eagles was two more than any previous fall, partly due to people partic- 
ularly looking for hawks this fall. Northern Harrier and accipiter num- 
bers were good. Several reports of Peregrine Falcons in downtown 
Syracuse gave rise to the hope that a pair might be looking for a suitable 
place to breed. 

The fall shorebird season at Delta Lake was at its best through 23 
September, but by then the water level had gotten so low that shorebirds 
were on distant mudflats and difficult to identify without boat access. 
Fortunately, the lone Hudsonian Godwit for the season was large enough 
to see at great distances. Two Western Sandpipers were seen, Purple 
Sandpipers put in only brief appearances at the traditional Little Sodus 
Bay location, but were more dependable at Sandy Pond, and Red Knot 
was missed for the second year. 

The fall gull flight at Derby Hill was one of the best of the decade, with 
a Sabine's Gull and at least 24 jaegers, along with the usual Black-legged 
Kittiwakes and Little Gulls. Nearly all of the jaegers and unusual gulls 
were seen in the afternoon, suggesting that patience and/or good timing 
is required to see these birds. No Iceland or Glaucous gulls were report- 
ed and there was no large concentration of Herring or Great Black-backed 
gulls by the end of the season. Several Forster's Terns appeared along 
Lake Ontario after mid-October as they do most years. 

Snowy Owl was another species not reported, while several reports of 
road-killed Northern Saw-whet Owls in November were the only evi- 
dence of their migration. Mourning Doves remained in the Region in 
large numbers and a Black-backed Woodpecker was the only Adirondack 
specialty reported. 

The passerine flight was generally poor. September migrants had too 
much good flight weather and barely stopped. Flycatchers were not 
numerous and swallows were very scarce. Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow and Purple Martin were not recorded, but this may be due to 
few reports from traditional staging grounds along Lake Ontario in early 
September. Thrush numbers were low, even for Eastern Bluebird and 
American Robin. Fish Crow may be starting to be old news by now after 
five years in Syracuse, but it was not reported for the season. 
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Red-breasted Nuthatches were showing up in settings where they 
don't nest, but many remained in breeding areas at the end of November. 
Black-capped Chickadees seemed to be on the move as well. Two early 
Bohemian Waxwings seen at the beginning of October were thought to be 
a preview to a good flight, but none were found afterwards. A Sedge 
Wren was seen in Utica Marsh by Matt Perry. Hard to find as a breeder, 
this species is rarely seen in fall migration. 

Warblers numbers were generally unremarkable, but five Orange- 
crowned Warblers were the most in 14 years, while Blackpoll and 
Wilson's were well reported. Palm Warblers were again exceedingly 
hard to find. A Yellow-throated Warbler was described by Ken Zoller in 
late November as it was seen briefly foraging on outdoor cedar furniture 
and along the edge of a cedar roof. Fox Sparrows were plentiful, but 
numbers and sightings were low for other sparrows. 

There was an invasion of finches, but Evening Grosbeaks and Pine 
Siskins did not persist at most locations. Common Redpolls were show- 
ing up in large numbers, even coming to feeders on the outskirts of 
Syracuse. Gary Lee told of reports of redpolls and siskins coming to feed- 
ers in the Adirondacks, but with the lack of wild food due to the dry sum- 
mer these species did not persist. 

A total of 235 species was seen for the season, a good season, 
which included: Red Knot, Iceland Gull, Glaucous Gull, Black Tern, 
cuckoos, Snowy Owl, Fish Crow, Purple Martin, N. Rough-winged 
Swallow and Pine Grosbeak. Highlights were: Least Bittern, Glossy Ibis, 
Black Vulture, Greater White-fronted Goose, Golden Eagles, jaegers, 
Sabine's Gull, Black-backed Woodpecker, Sedge Wren and Yellow- 
throated Warbler. 

CONTRIBUTORS 
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Mary Alice Koeneke, Gary Lee, John Moore, David Nash, Margaret 
Napolean, Gerard Phillips, Matt Perry, Bill Purcell, Marge Rusk, Mickey 
Scilingo, Tony Shrimpton, Gerald Smith, Maureen Staloff, Walt Stewart, 
Ken Zoller. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

BRH - Bishop Road Hawk Lookout, Pulaski; CM - Clay Marsh; DH - 
Derby Hill; DL - Delta Lake; EIC - Niagara Mohawk Energy 
Information Center at Nine Mile Point; FH -Fair Haven, Little Sodus Bay 
and vicinity; GSC - Great Swamp Conservancy lands, T Lenox; HIWMA 
- Howland Island WMA; LOL - Lake Ontario littoral; RCFS - Rice Creek 
Field Station, Oswego; SPd - Sandy Pond; SSSP - Selkirk Shores State 
Park; SVB - Sylvan and Verona Beach; Syr - Syracuse; TRWMA - Three 
Rivers WMA; UM - Utica Marsh; WPd - Woodman Pond, T Eaton. 

LOONS - DUCKS 
Red-throated Loon: arr DH 25 Od; rnax 
10 DH 4 Nov. 
Com. Loon: rnax 100 DH 4 Nov. 
Pied-billed Grebe: rnax 25 FH 8 Oct; 
other highs, 13 SPd 24 Sep and 11 UM 29 
Sep, a good showing. 
Horned Grebe: arr DH 24 Oct; rnax 28 
DH 1 Nov. 
Red-necked Grebe: rnax 3 DH 14 Nov; 
about 6 other reports LOL 24 Oct thru. 
GREAT CORMORANT. ad Oswego 9 
Nov thru (GP, mob); 1 large cormorant in 
a small flock DH 24 O d  thought to be 
this species. 
Am. Bittern: Tully 2 Sep; HIWMA 11 
Sep. 
Least Bittern: UM 2 Sep (MP), rare in 
fall. 
Great Blue Heron: rnax 20 DL 1 Oct. 
Great Egret: rnax 4 DL 5 Sep; last 3 Fair 
Haven 24 Sep. 
Green Heron: rnax 8 UM 2 Sep; last UM 
29 Sep. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: 1-2 
Liverpool 13 Sep-21 Nov. 
GLOSSY IBIS: Biddlecum Pd 16-18 Oct 
(Ruth Knight, mob). 
BLACK VULTURE: T Sterling 14 Sep 
(GP), 2nd fall record. 
Turkey Vulture: rnax 78 BRH 18 Oct, 
GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE: 
2 FH 8 Nov (MAK). 
Snow Goose: rnax 300 W Winfield 19 
Nov; other rnax of 30-90 all late Nov. 
Canada Goose: rnax 3000 WPd 28 Nov. 
Brant: 3060 DH 14 Oct; rnax 4310 DH 24 

Oct; early flight. 
Mute Swan: usual pair WPd thru; 1 SVB 
26 Oct; 1 SPd thru. 
Tundra Swan: arr 3 FH 30 Oct; rnax 4 
DH 4 Nov & FH 8 Nov. 
Wood Duck: rnax 90 UM 8 Od. 
Gadwall: arr UM 21 Sep; rnax 50 FH 24 
Oct. 
Am. Wigeon: rnax 250 FH 25 Oct. 
Am. Black Duck: rnax 120 DH 24 Oct. 
Blue-winged Teal: rnax 75 DL 8 Sep; last 
DL 25 Oct. 
N. Shoveler: rnax 8 FH 14 Nov. 
N. Pintail: arr 2 DL 5 Sep; rnax 55 DH 24 
Oct. 
Green-winged Teal: rnax 200 DL 26 Sep- 
1 Oct. 
Canvasback: FH 25-28 Oct, only report. 
Redhead: 2 FH 8 Oct, only report. 
Ring-necked Duck: rnax 175 WPd 28 
Nov. 
Greater Scaup: arr 7 DH 6 Oct; 1800 
scaup SVB 21 Nov were mainly this 
species. 
Lesser Scaup: arr 8 DH 6 Oct; rnax 80 
Toad Harbor 31 Oct. 
Surf Scoter: arr and rnax 11 DH 6 Oct. 
White-winged Scoter: rnax 160 DH 10 
Oct. 
Black Scoter: arr 4 DH 6 Oct; rnax 10 
SPd 5 Nov; 6 Big Moose L early Nov, 
unusual site. 
Oldsquaw: rnax 670 DH 24 Oct; flights to 
500/ day Nov. 
Bufflehead: arr DH 14 Oct; rnax 74 SPd 5 
Nov. 
Corn. Goldeneye: 9 Third L HERK 12 
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Oct, probably local breeders; rnax 1600 
Toad Harbor 31 Od. 
Hooded Merganser: rnax 13 GSC 13 Nov. 
Corn. Merganser. rnax 50 DL 15 Sept. 
Red-breasted Merganser: rnax 100 SVB 9 
Nov; L Ontario birds not recorded? 
Ruddy Duck arr Minoa 4 Oct; rnax 186 
Minoa 15 Nov. 

HAWKS - ALCIDS 
Osprey: rnax 2 BRH 18 Oct; 5 other sin- 
gles reported. 
Bald Eagle: rnax 5 BRH 18 Oct; 1-2 DL 
thru Sep; repeated sighlings of at least 
several birds LOL Oct-Nov. 
N. Harrier: rnax 4 BRH 18,27 Oct and 
Oneida Lookout 18 Oct; 20+ other reports. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk rnax 8 DH 16 Od; 
over 30 other reports. 
Cooper's Hawk rnax 5 T Van Buren 2 
Oct; 16 other reports. 
N. Goshawk rnax 7 DH 16 Oct, record 
seasonal one-day count; Big Moose 10 
Nov; FH 27 Nov. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: 4 Oneida 
Lookout 18 Oct; Beaver L 21 Oct, only 
reports. 
Broad-winged Hawk: rnax 8 W Winfield 
17 Sep; only 2 other reports. 
Red-tailed Hawk rnax 224 BRH 18 Oct; 
180 DH 16 Oct, on south winds. 
Rough-legged Hawk: arr Paris 15 Oct; 
rnax 5 BRH 11 Nov. 
Golden Eagle: 2 BRH 18 Oct; 1 BRH 27 
Oct; 1 Altrnar 28 Od; 1 SSSP 7 Nov; 5 for 
season is record high. 
Am. Kestrel: rnax 8 T Lee 6 Sep; other 
counts of 5-6 per day thru Sep; last 
migrants 5 BRH 18 Oct. 
Merlin: rnax 3 SPd 1 Sep; singles Verona 
24 Sep, Fabius 25 Sep, FH 28 Sep. 
Peregrine Falcon: imrn DL 5 Sep; DL 18 
Sep; FH 23 Sep; 2 Oneida Lookout 18 Oct; 
Syr 20-23 Od; 2 Syr 23 Nov. 
Ring-necked Pheasant: rnax 5 Paris 27 
Nov. 
Ruffed Grouse: low, observers reporting 
them only had 1-2 for season. 
Wild Turkey: rnax 40 Mexico 20 Nov; 
small flocks Region-wide thru. 
Virginia Rail: last UM 21 Sep. 

Sora: rnax 3 RCFS 25 Sep. 
Com. Moorhen: DL 5 Sep, only report. 
Am. Coot: arr FH 22 Sep; rnax 130 FH 23 
Oct. 
Black-bellied Plover: rnax 7 SPd 1 Oct; 
last 5 FH 14 Nov. 
Am. Golden-Plover: rnax 10 DL 5 Sep; 
last DL 23 Sep. 
Semipalmated Plover: rnax 30 DL 4 Sep. 
Killdeer: rnax 108 Sangerfield 1 Sep; 100 
DL to 5 Sep. 
Greater Yellowlegs: rnax 30 DL 5 Sep. 
Lesser Yellowlegs: max 85 DL 15 Sept. 
Solitary Sandpiper: rnax 6 WM 21 Sep; 
last DL 23 Sep. 
Spotted Sandpiper: only scattered singles 
Sep; 1 Oct. 
Hudsonian Godwit: DL 11-15 Sep. 
Ruddy Turnstone: max 3 SPd 24 Sep; last 
DH 4 Nov. 
Sanderling: rnax 31 SPd 5 Nov. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: rnax 150 DL 4 
S~P.  
Western Sandpiper: DL 15 Sep (BP); FH 
21-23 Sep (GP). 
Least Sandpiper: max 30 DL 5 Sep. 
White-nunped Sandpiper: rnax 13 DL 5  
Sep; last DL 1 Od, early departure. 
Baird's Sandpiper: rnax 4 DL 4 5  Sep; last 
2 DL 8 Sep. 
Pectoral Sandpiper: rnax 30 DL 1-15 Sep. 
Purple Sandpiper: DH 4 Nov; 3 SPd 5 
Nov; SPd 9 Nov, FH 11 Nov. 
Dunlin: arr SVB 21 Sep; rnax 46 SPd 17 
Oct. 
Stilt Sandpiper: rnax and last 6 DL 15 
S~P.  
Short-billed Dowitcher: rnax 12 DL 5 
Sep; last SVB 9 Sep. 
Com. Snipe: rnax 8 SSSP 19 Oct; last 
Saiba 1 Nov. 
Am. Woodcock total 8; last Saquoit 22 
Od. 
Red-necked Phalarope: DL 4 5  Sep. 
Red Phalarope: FH 21 Sep; FH 8 Oct; DH 
8 Oct. 
Pomarine Jaeger: 4 DH 4 Nov; DH 6 
Nov; 2 DH 11 Nov. 
Parasitic Jaeger: 8 DH 30 Sep; 5 DH 24 
Od; Oneida L 25-27 Oct, harassing gulls 
( W -  
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jaeger (sp): at least 3 at DH for season. 
Little Gull: DH 24 Od; 2 DH 4 Nov; 3 
DH 6 Nov; FH 20 Nov. 
Bonaparte's Gull: rnax 100 DH 7 Nov. 
Black-legged Kittiwake: DH 6 Od; 3 DH 
24 Oct; 1 dead FH 24 Oct; 2 DH 4 Nov; 2 
DH 14 Nov; all irnm. 
SABINE'S GULL: DH 30 Sep (GS). 
Caspian Tern: rnax 35 SPd 1 Sep. 
Corn. Tern: rnax 30 SVB 5 Sep; singles DH 
24 Oct, 11 Nov, late. 
Forster's Tern: 2 SPd 17 Od; FH 3 Nov. 

PIGEONS - WOODPECKERS 
Mourning Dove: rnax 300 Durhamville 
30 Nov; 40 Old Forge feeder end of Nov, 
high for Adirondacks. 
E. Screech-Owl: 13 at 10 sites. 
Great Homed Owl: 11 at 7 sites. 
Barred Owl: 6 at 5 sites. 
Long-eared Owl: Duck L CAYU 11 Sep 
(MSc). 
Short-eared Owl: singles FH 22 Oct, 3 
Nov. 
N. Saw-whet Owl: Lost Brook HERK 6 
Nov; 3 reports of road-killed birds after 
17 Nov. 
Corn. Nighthawk 2 W Wmfield 2 Sep; 7 
Dewitt 9 Sep; last NH 11 Sep. 
Chimney Swift: rnax 10O.t Syr 8 Sep, 
going into large chimney at dusk. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: imm Pompey 
after 18 Nov. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: rnax 5 DL 11 
Sep and NMP 4 Od; most reports 20 Sep- 
4 Oct; last SSSP 1 Nov. 
Black-backed Woodpecker: Old Forge 26 
Sep. 
N. Flicker: rnax 12 EIC 19 Sep. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: 2 HIWMA 11 
Sep; SVB 13 Sep. 
E. Wood-Pewee: max 5 T Van Buren 6 
Sep. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatchec 4 reports of 
singles. 
Alder Flycatcher: last WM 21 Sep. 
E. Phoebe: rnax 7 DL 23 Sep. 
Great Crested Flycatcher: only 3 report- 
ed. 

E. Kingbird: rnax 2 Sangerfield 2 Sep. 
N. Shrike: a n  LOL 22 Oct; 10 reports, 
almost all imm. 
Yellow-throated Vireo: rnax 3 HIWMA I1 
S P .  
Blue-headed Vireo: rnax 3 DL 27 Sep & 
New Hartford 2 Oct; SPd 1 Od, eating a 
Monarch butterfly. 
Warbling Vireo: rnax 5 Hastings 5 Sep. 
Philadelphia Vireo: arr DL 1 Sep; rnax 2 
DL 4 & 15 Sep; last DL 19 Sep; 3 other 
reports. 
Red-eyed Vireo: rnax 8 DL 15 Sep; feed- 
ing y SVB 5 Sep. 
Blue Jay: rnax 220 Hastings 24 Sep in 90 
minutes; 50 Parish same day. 
Am. Crow: rnax 1900 BRH 27 Oct. 
Corn. Raven: 3 LJ 30 Sep; 2 DH 16 Oct; 
Rome 14 Nov; SVB 24 Od. 
Homed Lark: 30 Lakeport 18 Sep and 30 
T Van Buren 10 Oct, probably local breed- 
ers; arr FH 16 Od; rnax 40 BRH 11 Nov. 
Tree Swallow: rnax 200 DL 1 013; last DH 
27 Nov. 
Bank Swallow: 2 Sangerfield 1 Sep, only 
report. 
Cliff Swallow: 2 SPd 1 Sep, only report. 
Barn Swallow: rnax 20 W Winfield 5 Sep. 
Black-capped Chickadee: 40-60 per day 
east shore L Ontario Od-Nov, most prob- 
ably migrants. 
Tufted continues to do well at 
known breeding locations; 3 reports of 
wanderers / migrants. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: rnax 14 TRWMA 
1 Sep and 12 SSSP 20 Nov; singles at sub- 
urban feeders but many remained in 
breeding areas. 
Brown Creeper: rnax 4 DL 23 Sep. 
Carolina Wren: W Monroe 24 Sep & 25 
Oct; Syr south 18-22 Oct; 2 Marcellus 
thru. 
Winter Wren: rnax 6 SPd 24 Sep. 
SEDGE WREN: UM 8 Oct (MP). 
Marsh Wren: 3 Verona Beach 13 Sep, 
where not known to breed; rnax 5 UM 21 
Sep; last 2 CM 16 Od. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: arr LOL 24 
Sep; rnax 25 Paris 5 Od. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr LOL 19 Sep; 
rnax 45 Mexico 10 Oct; last Paris 3 Nov. 
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Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: 4 reported. 
E. Bluebird: rnax 18 T Western 27 Sep. 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: singles CM 18 
Sep, 2 Oct; 2 SSSP 10 Oct. 
Swainson's Thrush: 3 reports 23 Sep-3 
Oct. 
Hermit Thrush: rnax 4 Nine Mile Pt 4 
Oct; 2-3 per day 1-16 Oct. 
Wood Thrush: rnax 7 HIWMA 11 Sep; 
CM 18 Oct, late. 
Am. Robin: rnax 92 CM 30 Oct. 
Gray Catbird: rnax 25 CM 12 Sep. 
N. Mockingbird: 7 reports; Great 
Northen Mall in Clay 30 Oct, new site. 
Brown Thrasher: rnax 3 DL 10 Sep. 
European Starling: rnax 5000 BRH 19 
Oct. 
Am. Pipit: arr 19 Sep, late; rnax 250 Cato 
17 Oct. 
Bohemian Waxwing: Nine Mile Pt 1 Oct; 
Lafayette 2 Oct; early but none thereafter. 
Cedar Waxwing: rnax 100 DL 14 Sep. 

WARBLERS 
Blue-winged Warbler: last Paris 9 Sep. 
Tennessee Warbler: rnax 2 DL 14 & 19 
Sep. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: Pratt's Falls 
20 Sep, FH 21 Sep; SSSP 16 Oct; FH 28 
Oct; EIC 3 Nov; most since 1985. 
Nashville Warbler: rnax 3 SVB; rnax 3 
Pratt's Falls 20 Sep. 
N. Parula: rnax 2 DL 14,15,27 Sep; 
TRWMA 19 Sep; EIC 24 Sep. 
Yellow Warbler: 3 Sep reports. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: rnax 2 DL 4,11, 
19 Sep. 
Magnolia Warbler: rnax 5 Pompey 4 Sep; 
2-3 per day at many sites to 26 Sep. 
Cape May Warbler: Pratt's Falls 20 Sep; 
2 EIC 24 Sep; Oswego 2 Oct. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: rnax 180 
Kirkland 1 Oct. 
Black-throated Green Warbler: rnax 20 
DL 27 Sep. 
Blackburnian Warbler: rnax 4 DL 11 Sep. 
YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER: W 
Winfield 24 Nov (KZ !, NYSARC), 2nd 
fall record. 
Pine Warbler: last W Monroe 25 Oct. 
Palm Warbler: rnax 4 Paris 2,10 Oct; last 

16 Oct. 
Blackpoll Warbler: rnax 25 FH 28 Sep. 
N. Waterthrush: rnax and last 3 SPd 1 
Sep. 
Mourning Warbler: SVB 20 Sep; 
Whiskey Hollow 13 Oct, late. 
Com. Yellowthroat: rnax 4 UM 2 Sep; 3 
Eoughnioga WMA 25 Sep. 
Hooded Warbler: last Kirkland 18 Sep. 
Wilson's Warbler: peak, total 8 at 6 loca- 
tions 19-25 Sep. 

TANAGERS - WEAVERS 
Scarlet Tanager: rnax 8 HIWMA 11 Sep. 
E. Towhee: rnax 9 Split Rock T 
Onondaga 15 Sep; 6 there 5 Oct. 
Am. Tree Sparrow: arr Paris 27 Oct; rnax 
40 FH 27 Nov. 
Chipping Sparrow: rnax 25 Nine Mile Pt 
4 Oct; last 3 Pompey 23 Oct. 
Field Sparrow: rnax 11 T Van Buren 10 
Oct; last 4 there 16 Oct. 
Vesper Sparrow: rnax 3 Mexico 16 Oct. 
Savannah Sparrow: 4 reports; last T Van 
Buren 10 Oct. 
Fox Sparrow: arr SVB and DL 15 Oct; 
rnax I1 Whiskey Hollow 30 Oct; last 
Paris 16 Nov; total 34 reported. 
Song Sparrow: rnax 20 SPd 17 Oct. 
Lincoln's Sparrow: RCFS 25 Sep; EIC 26 
Sep; 2 New Hartford 2 Od; Mexico 10 
Oct. 
Swamp Sparrow: rnax 12 SVB 2 Oct. 
White-throated Sparrow: 15 EIC 19 Sep; 
rnax 85 NH 2 Oct. 
White-crowned Sparrow: arr W Winfield 
17 Sep; rnax 30 EIC 4 Oct. 
Dark-eyed Junco: rnax 50 EIC 4 Oct. 
Lapland Longspur: FH 8 Oct; 4 Cato 17 
Od. 
Snow Bunting: arr SPd 17 Oct; rnax 100 
DL 1 & 14 Nov. 
N. Cardinal: pair Old Forge 30 Nov, 
unusual site. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: rnax 14 
HIWMA 11 Sep. 
Indigo Bunting: rnax 3 HIWMA 11 Sep; 
last Kirkland 4 Oct. 
Bobolink: Verona 3 Sep then no others 
until RCFS 23 Oct. 
Red-winged Blackbird: rnax 4200 BRI-I 
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19 Oct. 
E. Meadowlark: rnax 6 Biddlecum 19 
Oct. 
Rusty Blackbird: arr TRWMA 19 Sep; 
rnax 414 CM 30 Oct. 
Com. Grackle: rnax 2500 DH 14 Oct. 
Brown-headed Cowbird: rnax 133 N Syr 
23 Oct. 
Baltimore Oriole: rnax and last 3 CM 12 
Sep. 
Purple Finch: 3-5 per day to 15 Oct; only 
one Nov report. 
House Finch: rnax 28; numbers not 
returning to early 1990s level. 
Red Crossbill: SSSP 1 Nov; FH 9 Nov; 

Rome Sand Plains 14 Nov; 3 Nine Mile 
Pt 20 Nov, none persistent. 
Corn. Redpoll: arr W Winfield 6 Nav; 
rnax 100 SPd 24 Nov. 
Pine Siskin: arr Cato 27 Sep; most after 
mid Oct; rnax 80 DH 1 Nov. 
Am. Goldfinch: numbers peaked at 20- 
40 per day early Nov. 
Evening Grosbeak: arr 2 FH 23 Sep; 
peak 25-50 at 4 locations 30 Oct; lesser 
numbers thru Nov. 

REGION 6 - ST. LAWRENCE 

Lee B, Chamberlaine 
PO Box 139 

Henderson, NY 13650 

Fall of 1999 brought a mixed bag of weather. The dry conditions of 
summer continued and Lake Ontario water levels continued to decline 
through the reporting period. On 1 September the low temperature was 
37°F in Henderson, with a high of 80" later that day, beaten on 4 
September by a high of 86". The official high for Watertown on 5 
September was 90". Overcast conditions with high humidity and rain fol- 
lowed. On 16 September Hurricane Floyd brought 2" of rain and strong 
NE winds as it moved up the Eastern Seaboard. This started numbers of 
warblers and other species moving. Sunny and cool weather followed, 
with a low of 39" at Henderson on 19 September. A large cold front 
moved through on the 20th, followed by cool overcast days. Light rain 
and snowflakes fell on Tug Hill at the higher elevations, such as 
Highmarket, on the 23rd, yet later that afternoon the high reached 71". 
On 26 September a heavy frost at 6 am and a 28" low at Highmarket sug- 
gested an early winter might be at hand. The thought quickly evaporat- 
ed when highs on 28 and 29 September reached 80" and 78". 

October started out cold, with a high of only 46" at Henderson on the 
3rd. About 0.25" of rain fell in Watertown, with 0.5" of snow in the 
Adirondacks at Wanakena and white-outs, dropping 0.75" of snow, at 
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