
REGION 6 - ST. LAWRENCE 

LEE HARPER 
58 Old River Road, Massena NY 13662 

The period was characterized by relatively warm temperatures and low 
precipitation during September and October, followed by a blast of record-setting 
cold during the last ten days of November. With no dramatic fiontal movements, 
migrants drifted through and were hard to find. The number of birds at feeders was 
lower than usual during the period, likely due to an abundance of natural food 
available throughout the Region. 

Highlights included a Black Vulture 25 September with several Turkey 
Vultures over 1-81 5 miles south of Adams Center in the Town of Ellisburg, 
Jefferson County. This was the third report for Black Vulture in the Region over 
the past four years. An adult Golden Eagle was seen at Grass Pond near Low's 
Lake on 9 and 10 September, along with what appeared to be two immature Bald 
EagIes. Great Black-backed GuIls continue to increase in numbers during fall and 
winter, and this species now nests on the St. Lawrence River in New York. 

Although weather may have contributed to fewer than normal birds in the 
Region, there seems to be fewer than normal reporting birders in the Region as 
well! 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Marilyn Badger (MB), Jeff Bolsinger (JBol), Jim Boyce, Marion Brouse, Richard 
Brouse, Lee Harper, Jeff Holbrook, Frank Mueller, Bill Purcell, Gerry Smith, Brian 
Wood, Mary Wood 

ABBREVIATIONS 

BR - Black River JEFFLEWI; BRB - Black River Bay JEFF; CB - Chaurnont 
Barrens Preseme, T Clayton JEFF; CV - Cape Vincent (T or Village) JEFF; ED 
- El Dorado Shores Preserve, T Ellisburg JEFF; FrCWMA - French Creek WMA, 
T Clayton JEFF; GR - Grass River; GRL - Grass River, T Louisville; GRM - 
Grass River, T Massena STLA; Hen - T Henderson JEFF; HenH - Henderson 
Harbor JEFF; KC - Kelsey Creek, Watertown; Lou - T Louisville STLA; LWMA 
- Lakeview WMA JEFF; Mas - T Massena STLA; PiPt - Pillar Pt, T Brownville 
JEFF; PRWMA - Perch River WMA JEFF; PtPen - Pt Peninsula, T Lyrne JEFF; 
PtSa - Pt Salubrious JEFF; SH - Sackets Harbor JEFF; SLR - St. Lawrence 
River; TH - Tug Hill JEFFILEWI; WB - Wilson Bay, T Cape Vincent JEFF; 
WBM - Wilson Bay Marsh; WBSP - Wescott Beach SP, T Henderson JEFF; 
WHWMA - Wilson Hill WMA STLA 
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LOONS - DUCKS 
Corn. Loon: 2 WHWMA 14 Sep, 15 Oct; 
SLR Mas 28 Oct; 17 PiPt. 9 Nov. 
Horned Grebe: 7 PiPt 9 Nov; PtPen 15 
Nov. 
Double-crested Cormorant: WB 13 
Sep; 2 WB 26 Sep; 4 HenH 2 Oct; 4 
WHWMA 10 Oct; 2 PiPt 9 Nov. 
Great Blue Heron: Lou 1 Sep; 1-2 CV 
daily Sep; Mas 22 Sep, 15 Oct, 28 Oct, 3 
Nov; KC 25 Sep, 6 Nov; PiPt 9 Nov. 
Great Egret: Mas Sep. 
Green Heron: WBM 11 Sep; 2 KC 25 
Sep, 29 Sep. 
Turkey Vulture: 1-1 5 Watertown 1-28 
Sep; 2 Mas 19 Sep, 11 Oct; 3 Harrisville 
1 Oct; 7 ED 2 Oct; 4 KC 12 Oct. 
BLACK VULTURE: T Ellisburg JEFF 
25 Sep (JBol). 
Canada Goose: 60-225 CV thru Sep; 
hundreds Mas late Sep; 82 KC 25 Sep; 
75 WHWMA 15 Oct; 45 SH 2 Nov; 160 
GRM 3 Nov; 92 KC 6 Nov; 3000+ 
PRWMA 15 Nov; 2000+ PtPen, 
PRWMA 15 Nov; 500 CV 18 Nov; 53 
PtSa 20 Nov; 153 CV 24 Nov. 
Wood Duck: FrCWMA 6 Sep; 5 KC 25 
Sep; 8 Mas 14 Oct. 
Gadwall: 4 SLR CV 26 Sep; 200; 
PRWMA 15 Nov; 11 PtPen 15 Nov. 
Am. Wigeon: 3 WHWMA 30 Sep; 200+ 
PRWMA 15 Nov. 
Am. Black Duck: 6 WBM 6 Sep; 25 
W M  26 Sep; 2 Mas 14 Oct; 30 PiPt 9 
Nov; 10 PtPen 15 Nov; 41 PiPt 20 Nov; 
19 CV 24 Nov. 
Mallard: 2 Lou 1 Sep; WBM 7 Sep; 
SLR 15 Sep; 3 WBM 24 Sep; 9 KC 25 
Sep; 45 ED 2 Oct; 4 WHWMA 11 Oct; 
Lou 12 Oct; 6 Mas 3 Nov; 24 KC 6 Nov; 
2 Mas 9 Nov; 99 PiPt 9 Nov; 90 W e n  
15 Nov; 99 PtSa 20 Nov; 4 1 PiPt 20 
Nov; 2 PRWMA 24 Nov; 10 1 CV 24 
Nov; 50 SLR CV Nov. 
Blue-winged Teal: 24 Mas 19 Oct. 
N. Shoveler: many WHWMA Oct. 
N. Pintail: 25 PRWM 15 Nov. 

24 Nov. 
Ring-necked Duck: 100 WHWMA 30 
Sep. 
Greater Scaup: 3000+ PiPt 9 Nov; 
5000+ PtPen 15 Nov. 
Lesser Scaup: 50 WHWMA 30 Sep. 
White-winged Scoter: CV 24 Nov. 
Long-tailed Duck: SLR Mas 28 Oct. 
Bufflehead: 22 PiPt 9 Nov; 2 Mas 13 
Nov; PtPen 15 Nov. 
Corn. Goldeneye: 9 GRM 30 Oct; GRM 
3 Nov; 2 PiPt 20 Nov; 3 CV 24 Nov; 20 
SLR CV 29 Nov. 
Hooded Merganser: GRM 14 Oct; 2 
GRM 30 Oct; 3 GRM 3 Nov; 15 KC 6 
Nov. 
Corn. Merganser: 2 KC 25 Sep; 7 ED 2 
Oct; 7 GRL 15 Oct; 11 PiPt 9 Nov; 3 
PtPen 15 Nov; PiPt 20 Nov; CV 24 Nov. 

HAWKS - ALCIDS 
Bald Eagle: 3 T Clifton STLA Sept 10; 2 
PtSa 20 Nov. 
N. Harrier: CV Sep-Nov; 2 SLR Mas 10 
Oct; KC 20 Oct; Chaumont 15 Nov; PtSa 
20 Nov. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: 2 SLR Mas 18 
Oct; KC 25 Oct; PRWMA 24 Nov. 
Cooper's Hawk: Lou 10 Oct; Watertown 
24 Oct; PRWMA 24 Nov. 
Red-tailed Hawk: 3 CV 6 Sep; CV 13 
Sep; 3 CV 20 Sep; 2 Lou Sep-Oct; 26 
Watertown Sep-Nov; Mas 14 Oct. 
Rough-legged Hawk: 2 Chaumont 28 
Oct; Lou 30 Oct; Chaumont 5 Nov; PiPt 
9 Nov; CV 24 Nov; PRWMA 24 Nov. 
Golden Eagle: Low's L STLA 10 Sep; 
CV 14 Oct. 
Am. Kestrel: 6-12 CV daily Sep; 2 
Champion 27 Sep; Harrisville 2 Oct; Lou 
24 Oct; 2 CV 24 Nov. 
Gray Partridge: 2 CV 13 Sep; 5 SLR 
CV 23 Oct. 
Ring-necked Pheasant: Lou 15 Oct; 
Champion 3 Nov. 
Ruffed Grouse: 10 Lou 10 Sep; 
Harrisville 1 Oct; 3 WHWMA 15 Oct; 
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CB 3 1 Oct; Clayton 25 Nov. 
Wild Turkey: 6 Lou 3 Sep; 11 CV 7 
Sep; 3 CV 20 Sep; 2 WBM 20 Sep; 
Harrisville 1 Oct; 10 Watertown 4 Oct; 
1 1 Lou 24 Oct; 2 1 Mas 3 Nov; 13 PtPen 
5 Nov; 29 Burrville 20 Nov; 6 PRWMA 
24 Nov; 6 CV 24 Nov. 
Corn. Moorhen: 4 WBM 14 Sep; 3 
WBM 15 Sep; 2 WBM 24 Sep; 2 Mas 14 
Oct. 
Black-bellied Plover: SLR Mas 30 Sep. 
Am. Golden-PIover: SLR 30 Sep. 
Kiildeer: 6 CV 27 Sep; 2-3 Mas Sep- 
Oct. 
Greater Yellowlegs: 2 PtSa 27 Sep; SLR 
Mas 28 Oct. 
Lesser Yellowlegs: Sherwin's Bay 9 Oct. 
Spotted Sandpiper: 3 SLR Mas 7 Sep. 
Ruddy Turnstone: 5 SLR Mas 7 Sep. 
Corn. Snipe: 5 Sherwin's Bay 9 Nov. 
Am. Woodcock: 6 Mas 14 Oct. 
Bonaparte's Gull: 2 ED 2 Oct; 14 PtPen 
15 Nov; PtSa 20 Nov; 2 PiPt 20 Nov. 
Ring-billed Gull: 30 GRM 4 Sep; 12 ED 
2 Oct; 32 GRM 3 Nov; 175 Watertown 
15 Nov; 345 PtPen 15 Nov; 7 PtSa 20 
Nov. 
Herring Gull: 4 WHWMA 9 Sep; ED 2 
Oct; 6 PtPen 15 Nov; 14 PtSa 20 Nov; 3 
PiPt 20 Nov. 
Great Black-backed Gull: WBM 2 Sep; 
WB 13 Sep; 3 CV 14 Sep; IVB 25 Sep; 
64 SLR Mas 1 Oct; ED 2 Oct; 10 
WHWMA 12 Oct; 3 PiPt 9 Nov; 6 PtPen 
15 Nov; 2 PtSa 20 Nov; PiPt 20 Nov, CV 
24 Nov; 12 CV 29 Nov. 
Caspian Tern: WB 2 Sep; WB 4 Sep; 
Chaumont 8 Sep; Three Mile Pt 24 Sep. 
Corn. Tern: 30 Lou 30 Sep. 

PIGEONS - WOODPECKERS 
Mourning Dove: 22 Mas 20 Sep; 2 CV 
Sep-Nov; 2 Mas 10 Oct; 49 Lou 30 Oct; 
10 PiPt 9 Nov; 7 PtPen 15 Nov; 8 Mas 
23 Nov; 17 CV 24 Nov. 
E. Screech-Owl: CV 1 1 Oct; CV 16 Oct; 
CV 25 Oct. 

Great Horned Owl: CV Sep; Lou 23 
Sep; CV 25 Oct. 
Snowy Owl: SLR CV 29 Nov. 
Barred Owl: 2 Lou 15 Sep. 
Short-eared Owl: 5 CV 25 Oct. 
Chimney Swift: 2 Mas 1 Sep. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: 2 Mas 1 
Sep; 2 WBM 3 Sep; Lou 13 Sep; 2 CV 
15 Sep; CV 23 Sep; CV 25 Sep; CV 26 
Sep; CV 11 Oct. 
Belted Kingfisher: WBM daily Sep; 
GRIM 1 Sep; KC 25 Sep; SH 2 Oct; 
WHWMA 16 Oct; Raymondville 29 Oct; 
KC 8 Nov. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: Mas 27 Sep 
(MB); now very rare in Region. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: 3 CV 24 Sep 
3 KC 25 Sep; WBM 26 Sep; 2 CV 27 
Sep; 4 CV 29 Sep; CV 13 Oct. 
Downy Woodpecker: 6 CV Sep-Nov; 3 
Mas 22 Nov. 
Hairy Woodpecker: CV 7 Oct, 13- 14 
Oct, 24 Nov; 25 Mas and Lou 22 Nov. 
N. Flicker: CV 3 Sep; Mas 9 and 21 Sep: 
CV 13-26 Sep, 11 Oct; 4 KC 26 Sep; KC 
21 Nov. 
Pileated Woodpecker: CV 22 Sep; Lou 
23 Sep; KC 26 Sep; 2 Lou 8 Oct, 28 Oct, 
9 Nov 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: CV 19 Sep. 
E. Wood-Pewee: CV 13 Sep, 19 Sep. 
E. Phoebe: CV 6-26 Sep; KC 25 Sep; 
Harrisville 1 Oct. 
Great Crested Flycatcher: Lou 8 Sep. 
E.. Kingbird: 4 L.a Fargeville 25 Sep. 
h'. Shrike: Limerick 15 Nov; PtPen 15 
Nov; CV 24 Nov; Clayton 26 Nov. 
Blue-headed Vireo: 2 Lou 2 Oct. 
Red-eyed Vireo: Lou 23 Sep. 
Blue Jay: many CV 24 Sep; 2 CV 13 
Oct; 3 CV 23 Nov; 32 Watertown Oct- 
Nov. 
Am. Crow: 2 CV Sep-Nov; 3 CV 1 Sep; 
10 WBM 7 Sep; 18 Mas 25 Sep; 12 Mas 
30 Oct; 116 Watertown 15 Nov thru. 
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Corn. Raven: 2 Mas 15 Sep. 
Horned Lark: 13 PiPt 20 Nov; 15 
PRWMA 24 Nov; 7 CV 24 Nov. 
Tree Swallow: 36 WBM 14 Sep; many 
CV 14 Sep; few CV 19 Sep; WBM 26 
sep- 
Black-capped Chickadee: 4 CV Sep- 
Nov; 2 WBM Sep-Nov; 5 KC 25 Sep; 6 
KC 17 Oct; 6 ED 2 Oct; PtPen 15 Nov. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: CV 1 Sep, 19 
Sep; 3 CV 22 Sep; CV 23 Nov; 2 Lou 
Sep-Nov. 
White-breasted Nuthatch: 2 CV 3 Sep; 
2 CV 22 Sep-Nov; 3 KC 25 Sep; 10 Lou 
Sep-Oct. 
Brown Creeper: CV 12 and 18 Oct, 16, 
22 and 24 Nov; 2 CV 23 Nov; 4 Lou 
Sep-Nov. 
House Wren: KC 30 Sep; 2 ED 2 Oct; 2 
KC 17 Oct. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: 6 ED 2 Oct; 6 
Mas 5 Oct; 2 1 Mas 16 Oct; 2 KC 19 Oct; 
Mas 2 Nov; Lou 2 Nov. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: KC 4 Oct; 15 
Lou 5 Oct; 11 KC 8 Oct; 30 Lou 9 Oct; 5 
Lou 14 Oct; 12 KC 17 Oct; 8 KC 19 Oct. 
E. Bluebird: 5 BR 26 Sep; 6 Harrisville 
1 Oct; 2 Lou 12 Oct. 
Veery: Mas 4 Sep. 
Wood Thrush: 2 Lou 3,6,7,22 Sep. 
Am. Robin: 6 CV 3 Sep; 12 Mas 4 Sep; 
CV 15.22,27 Sep; 10 Mas 21 Sep; 100+ 
WBM 30 Sep; 100+ KC 4,17 Oct; 12 
CV 11 Oct; 10 Lou 14 Oct; 4 Lou 20 
Oct; 9 Lou 28 Oct; 28 Lou 1 Nov; 8 Lou 
15 Nov; 12 PRWMA 15 Nov. 
Gray Catbird: 2 Lou 3 Sep; KC 18 Sep; 
4 Lou 2 1 Sep; CV 22 Sep; 5 FrCWMA 
22 Sep; 2 Mas 23 Sep; 2 KC 24 Sep; 6 
KC 25 Sep; CV 26 Sep; KC 30 Sep; KC 
4 Oct; KC 17 Oct. 
N. Mockingbird: CV Sep-Oct; Lou 4 
Sep. 
Brown Thrasher: KC 25 Sep; ED 2 Oct. 
Am. Pipit: PiPt 20 Nov. 
Cedar Waxwing: 20 Mas 1 Sep; CV 4 
Sep; 8 Lou 7 Sep; 12 CV 15 Sep; 4 Mas 

2 1 Sep; 6 WHWMA 15 Oct; 20 KC 17 
Oct; 5 KC 18 Oct; 20 KC 1 Nov; 4 Lou 3 
Nov; 4 Lou 21 Nov. 

WARBLERS 
Tennessee Warbler: Lou 5 Oct. 
Nashville Warbler: CV 22-24 Sep; Lou 
27 Sep. 
N. Parula: Mas 21 Sep. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: 2 Mas 5 Oct. 
Magnolia Warbler: CV 15 Sep; 3 CV 
20 Sep; KC 24 Sep. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: Mas 2, 5 
Oct . 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: CV 24 Sep; 
15 WBM 24 Sep; 20 WBM 26 Sep; 3 
Lou 29 Sep; 2 WBM 30 Sep; 10 
Harrisville 1 Oct; ED 2 Oct; KC 17 Oct. 
Black-throated Green Warbler: 15 CV 
15 Sep; Lou 2 Oct. 
Blackburoian Warbler: Lou 2 Oct. 
Pine Warbler: CV 15 Sep; 2 CV 22 Sep; 
Mas 2 Oct. 
Blackpoll Warbler: Lou 5 Oct. 
Black-and-white Warbler: Lou 1 Sep. 
Ovenbird: Lou 21 Sep. 
Corn. Yellowthroat: 3 KC 18 Sep; 2 Lou 
29 Sep; 2 KC 17 Oct. 
Wilson's Warbler: CV 12-15 Sep. 

TAVAGERS - WEAVERS 
Scarlet Tanager: 2 Mas 21 Sep. 
E. Towhee: KC 4 Oct. 
Am. Tree Sparrow: 5 Mas 14 Nov; 4 
KC 24 Nov; 6 PRWMA 24 Nov; 6 
Depauville 24 Nov. 
Chipping Sparrow: 15 Mas 1 Sep; 18 
Mas 11-13 Sep;25 CV 13 Sep; 6Mas21 
Sep; 36 CV 12 Oct. 
Field Sparrow: 3 ED 2 Oct. 
Vesper Sparrow: 2 Mas 1 1  Sep; 6 Lou 
12 Sep; CV 19 Sep; 2 Lou 14 Oct. 
Fox Sparrow: 2 KC 24 Sep; KC 2 Oct. 
Song Sparrow: Mas 7 Sep; 6 Mas 12 
Sep; 1-3 CV 14-19 Sep; 2 Mas 14 Oct. 
Swamp Sparrow: Lou 1 Sep. 
White-throated Sparrow: 4 Lou 12- 13 
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Sep; 25 CV 15 Sep; 6 Lou 22 Sep; 12 
CV 24 Sep; 20 Harrisville 1 Oct; 21 Mas 
5 Oct; 6 Mas 14 Oct; 5 CV 14 Oct; 5 KC 
12 Nov; KC 24 Nov. 
White-crowned Sparrow: Mas 5 Oct. 
Dark-eyed Junco: Lou 14 Oct; 5 CV 14 
Oct; 15 Mas 15 Oct; 6 KC 5 Nov; 7 KC 8 
Nov; 5 KC 15 Nov; CV 23 Nov; 7 KC 24 
Nov. 
Snow Bunting: 8 CB 21 Oct; 25 Mas 2 
Nov; 50 Three Mile Pt 3 Nov; Limerick 
15 Nov; 45 PtPen 15 Nov. 
N. Cardinal: 3 CV daily Sep; 6 Mas 4 
Sep; 6 Lou 14 Nov; 8 Mas 14 Nov; 2 CV 
23 Nov; 3 Lou 23 Nov; 8 Mas 24 Nov. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Mas 8 Sep. 
Red-winged Blackbird: 5 Mas 20 Sep; 
WBM 24 Sep; CV 15 Oct; Mas 20 Oct; 6 
Lou 3 1 Oct; Lou 3 Nov; KC 20 Nov; CV 

23 Nov. 
E. Meadowlark: 2 CV 14 Sep; 30 CV 
27 Sep; 4 CV 28 Sep; Brownville 4 Oct. 
Rusty Blackbird: 9 Lou 24 Sep; 3 KC 
26 Oct. 
Corn. Grackle: 6 CV 1 Sep; 29 CV 3 
Sep; 85 CV 4 Sep; CV 14 Sep. 
Brown-headed Cowbird: 20 Rutland 8 
Oct; 5 Mas 15 Oct. 
Purple Finch: 4 Mas 1 Sep; Mas 2,29 
Nov; 10 Lou 29 Nov. 
House Finch: 2 CV 19 Sep; 5 Lou 15 
Oct; 5 Lou 14 Nov; 22 Mas 22 Nov; 10 
CV 23 Nov; 10 Lou 29 Nov. 
Am. Goldfinch: 5-10 CV Sep; 4 Mas 1 
Sep; 15 Mas 15 Sep; 50 CV 24 Sep; 4 
KC 25 Sep; 6 WHWMA 1 Oct; 5 
Rutland 8 Oct; CV 23 Nov. 

REGION 7 - ADIRONDACK-CHAMPLAIN 

JOHN M.C. PETERSON 
Discovery Farm, RR 1, Box 230, Elizabethtown NY 12932 

The season commenced with Lake Champlain at 95.44', the level reached the 
previous fall only after the passage of Hurricanes Dennis and Floyd, and Inlet saw 
the frrst frost on 2 September. Saranac Lake experienced September lows of 27°F 
on the 5th, 26" on the 6th, 24" on the 25th and a nippy 19" on the 29th. By 
month's end, the lake had dropped nearly a foot to 94.70'. Inlet had the first snows 
8-1 0 October, while at lower elevations Ellenburg Depot received a 2" snowfall on 
the 30th and Malone saw an inch on the same day. More snow fell at Met and Lake 
Placid on 14 November, covering the ground by the following day. The first major 
storm covered Inlet with 8" on 22 November. Inlet recorded the seasonal low of 
-1 0" on 24 November. Overall, there were many cloudy days, but not that much 
precipitation, and although it was warmest at the start of the period, thermometers 
managed to reach 65" even in the central Adirondacks during mid-October, when 
black flies briefly hatched out again at Shallow Lake. Only 143 species were 
reported, well down fiom 1 7 1 in the Fall 1999 seasonal report, but the decline may 
reflect a certain amount of Atlas 2000 fatigue. 

Once again, the most significant fall records came from Vermonters stationed 
at their lakewatch on Thompson's Point, VT, who witnessed a number of notable 
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