
REGION 4 - SUSQUEHANNA 

No report received. 

REGION 5 - ONEIDA LAKE BASIN 

BILL PURCELL 
28 1 Baum Road, Hastings NY 13076 

The average temperature for December was 21.7 OF, 6.6" below normal. There 
were 2.36" of precipitation for the month, which was 0.84" below normal, but it fell 
in the form of a record 70.3" of snow. Oneida Lake iced over initially on 7 
December and froze for the winter on the 20th. Delta Lake was ftozen by mid 
month. The season warmed up after December; the average temperature in January 
was 3 l .SO, 3.2" above normal, and February's average was 27.7", 3.7" above 
normal. The snowfall for the two months was 56.1 " but there were only 3.29" of 
water in that snow, which was 1.2" below normal. A brief warm spell during 15- 17 
December reduced snow cover in some of the southern areas but most of the Region 
had at least 1-3' of snow on the ground after early December. 

Common Loon reports were few and there was only one Red-throated Loon for 
the season. The Oswego Harbor Great Cormorant departed in early January and 
Double-crested Cormorant numbers dwindled quickly, with none remaining through 
the season. Turkey Vulture, a species presumably affected by snow and cold, was 
sighted on several occasions east of Syracuse in the area where it has wintered in 
the recent past. Few Snow Geese lingered into December, in contrast with the past 
few years. Canvasbacks were quite scarce. The second recorded Tufted Duck 
showed up in early February and stayed through the month in Oswego Harbor 
where it was readily found by anyone who cared to look. A Harlequin Duck put in 
a brief appearaxice and two Barrow's Goldeneyes were seen as well. Kevin 
McGann found two King Eiders along the east shore of Lake Ontario in January, 
and in February he found a remarkable 15 about 10 miles away along the south 
shore. There were high numbers of Redheads and Hooded Mergansers during the 
season, while all three scoter species spent the winter in the Nine Mile Point area. 
By the end of the season there was little evidence that spring waterfowl migration 
was underway. 

An immature dark Gyrfalcon was found on frozen Little Sodus Bay by Mary 
Alice Koeneke in early February and seen by many the same day. By the end of the 
month it was being seen on a regular basis by birders who were willing to spend 
some time waiting for it to feed on various carcasses on the ice. Northern Harrier, 
Rough-legged Hawk, American Kestrel and Short-eared Owl, raptors affected by 
snow depths, were all reported in very low numbers. Snowy Owl did not persist in 
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