
warrant a separate genus, genetic data show that some members of Brrbo are more 
closely related to the Snowy Owl than they are to other members of Brrbo. 
Retaining Snowy Owl in its own genus would therefore misrepresent known 
relationships - or require that additional genera be created for the less closely 
related species currently placed in Bubo. 

The final change affecting the NYS Checklist involves a major shift in 
our understanding of the higher-order relationships among birds. The 7th Edition 
of the AOU Check-List(l998) recognizes that modern birds fall into two 
superorders-one comprising the ratites and tinamous (Paleognathae), and the 
other comprising all other extant orders of birds (Neognathae). In general, there 
has been very little consensus among ornithologists regarding the relationships 
among orders within the Neognathae, but a series of studies over the last several 
decades has clarified this problem to some extent. Multiple lines of evidence 
support the view that the order Anseriformes (ducks, geese, swans, and relatives) 
is the sister-group of the order Galliformes (chachalacas, pheasants, grouse, and 
relatives)-and furthermore that this pair (generally known as the Galloanseres) 
is the sister-group of the remainder of the Neognathae (all other typical birds). 
The immediate practical effects of recognizing these relationships are to move the 
Anseriformes and Galliformes next to each other in checklist sequences, and to 
move them both to a position at the start of Neognathae. Because NY S obviously 
has no accepted records of wild ratites or tinamous, this means that our state list 
will now begin with Whistling-Ducks-Fulvous for now, but perhaps Black- 
bellied in the future! 
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