
tall grass and mud, discovered it sitting on a bog, pluming and 
dressing its feathers, unconscious of its impending fate. Its perfectly 
neat appearance so engaged my attention, that I forgot that a gun 
was in my possession, until it took to wing, when the desire to 
obtain it returned, and I brought it down. On taking it up, although 
proud of this valuable acquisition to my collection, I could not 
forbear feeling that Nature had been robbed of one of her greatest 
ornaments. I have since killed a few along the south shore of 
Long Island. 

-Birds o f  Long Island ( 1  844) 

One of Giraud's great virtues is his ornithological accuracy. His expressiveness in 
conveying the attitudes of his day is no less remarkable. Although his diction 
tends to denote birds as commodities, the broader spirit of his prose betrays a 
recognition of birds as worthy ends in themselves. Thus, among the many things 
that have changed during the history of New York ornithology, at least this 
poignant, conflicted sense of what birds mean to us remains hauntingly constant. 

CORRIGENDUM 

The text of the first paragraph of Mark Gretch's article, "Northbound migratory 
phenology of Northern Flickers in the Adirondacks," was misprinted. The first 
paragraph of this article (Kingbird 54: 3 17) should read as follows: 

Spring arrival of the Northern Flicker (Colaptes aumtus) in New York's Adirondack 
region is synchronous with the emergence of ants from their subterranean winter 
dormancy, typically during the middle of April. The dates at which ants emerge 
from their winter chambers, and at which flickers migrate north in spring, 
correspond to the 42" F isotherm. Data from future years may indicate whether 
temperature or date per se best predicts these events. 
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