
EDITOR'S NOTE 

The spring highlights essay was not received in time for inclusion in this issue. 
If possible, it will be included in the next issue. 
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The mild winter continued into March. The average temperature at the Buffalo 
weather station was 35.2" F, 0.9" above average. There was 2.14" of precipitation, 
0.85" below average, along with 6.5" of snow, 5.9" less than average. 
An uncharacteristic warm spell occurred near the end of the month, reaching 
77" F on the 31st. Lake Erie developed a fair amount of ice in late February, 
but all disappeared from Buffalo Harbor by the 16th, about a month earlier 
than normal. April was very mild, dry, and sunny. The average temperature 
was 48.0" F, 2.7" above average. Precipitation was 1.98", 1.06" below average, 
with only 0.1" of snow. A long, dry, sunny period occurred between the 9th and 
20th, helping vegetation to be about a week ahead of schedule. The average 
temperature in May was 60.0" F, 3.0" above normal. The precipitation was 
1.90", 1.45" below normal. The first half of the month was mild and warm, 
but then a deep upper low brought chilly and blustery conditions during the 
traditional peak migration period of mid-May. The conditions quickly changed, 
bringing a flood of migrants on the mornings of the 24th and 25th and record 
heat by the end of the month. 

After the early arrivals of some waterfowl in the winter season, the migration 
returned to a more normal schedule in March. Movements of Canada Geese, 
Snow Geese, and Tundra Swans were especially prevalent 8-1 1 March. There 
were single reports of Greater White-fronted Geese (3) and Ross's Goose 
plus up to six Cackling Geese. Each of these species is now nearly annual in 
spring, with four consecutive springs and five out of six for Ross's Goose. A 
flooded field in the town of Sheridan attracted 175 Wood Ducks on 19 March, 
a record spring count from one location for the Region. A more dubious record 
was the new Regional maximum of 17 Mute Swans at Wilson, consisting of 15 
adults flying west along Lake Ontario and 2 in Wilson Harbor, observed on May 
10. Eurasian Wigeon made another good showing this spring, with two drakes 
found in separate locations in the Iroquois NWR complex on 18 March and 
presumably the same birds observed there for the next 10-14 days. Counts of 
Red-necked Grebes exceeded 100 along Lake Ontario in late March and early 
April for the second consecutive spring. An adult male Harlequin Duck found 
by Gerry Lazarczyk on the Niagara River at Buckhom Island S.P. on the late 
date of 25 May was the biggest waterfowl surprise of the season. 

Raptor migration at the local hawk watches (Hamburg and Ripley) were 
within the typical date ranges of mid-March to mid-May. The strong southwest 
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