
REGION 4 - SUSQUEHANNA 
[Report not received in time for publication] 

REGION 5 - ONEIDA LAKE BASIN 

Bill Purcell 
281 Baum Road, Hastings, New York, 13076 

wpurcell@ twcny.rr.com 

The first half of the season was warmer than normal and temperatures were high 
enough to allow many wetlands to remain open. The second half of the season 
was colder than usual with a lot more snow than even this snow-hardened area 
expects. Area ponds froze in early December but reopened in several days with a 
warm trend that lasted until the middle of January. Oneida Lake did not freeze 
until 20 January. Even in northern Herkimer County lakes iced over and opened 
several times before finally freezing on 11 January, and snow didn't accumulate 
until 20 January. 

The December average temperature was 37.4"F, 8.8" above normal, with 
3.76" of precipitation, 0.64" above normal. In January the temperature averaged 
27.2", 4.5" above normal, with 4.2" of precipitation, 1.6" above normal. In 
February the average temperature was 18S0, 6.0" below normal, with 2.49" of 
precipitation, 0.37" above normal. Snowfall at the Syracuse airport for February 
was 59.5" but snowfall north of there was in the 100-150" range. 

There were several reports of Trumpeter Swans with wing tags across the 
Region. Tundra Swans remained on Oneida Lake for the January waterfowl 
census and some of them wintered at the west end of the lake after freeze-up, 
while others moved to open water on Onondaga Lake and the Seneca River. 
Through midJanuary large numbers of waterfowl could be found at sites 
normally frozen in January, especially Sandy Pond and Oneida Lake, but also in 
small wetlands. Scoters and a King Eider could be found along the eastern shore 
of Lake Ontario as the shore line remained ice-free into February. 

There were not as many Great Blue Herons and N. Harriers as might be 
expected in a winter that was relatively snow and ice free into late January. Bald 
Eagle was also difficult to find until freeze-up, when they became more 
common along open waterways. Tom Salo organized a raptor count in the 
southeastern Herkimer County towns of Stark and Warren, the site of a proposed 
wind power project, and found two regional winter rarities, Golden Eagle and 
Red-shouldered Hawk. Concentrations of Rough-legged Hawk did not develop 
until late January. 

Shorebirds are uncommon here in the winter season, but this year Dunlin, 
Purple Sandpiper, and Am. Woodcock were all reported. The woodcock were 
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