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The first two months of the season were cooler and wetter than normal, but May 
warmed up and was very dry. The average temperature for March was 3 1.6" F, 
2.0" below normal, with 4.16"of precipitation, 1.14'' above normal, and 19.9" of 
snow. The April statistics were 43.7" F, 1.6" below normal, with 4.43" of 
precipitation, 1.04" above normal, and 10.7" of snow in Syracuse but 
considerably more to the north. In May the temperature averaged 58.5" F, 1.4" 
above normal, with only 0.86" of precipitation, 2.53" below normal. Ice out on 
Oneida Lake occurred 7-8 April. 

Snow Goose numbers continue to increase, and observers noted large 
numbers across the Region. There were big flights over Derby Hill and Hastings 
on the same day; flocks in the thousands at Fair Haven, Skaneateles, Schroeppel, 
and Sylvan Beach several days later; and subsequently large numbers flying 
over Boonville and Old Forge. In the early 1990s it was found that Brant and 
White-winged Scoter migrated along Oneida Lake in May. This year an early 
morning count was conducted from mid April through May finding, among 
others, Surf Scoters, Red-necked Grebes, Horned Grebes, a single Black Scoter, 
and two unusual species, Am. White Pelican and Glossy Ibis. 

Dabblers noted in good numbers were Wood Duck, Northern Pintail, and 
Green-winged Teal, while relatively few Gadwall and Blue-winged Teal were 
reported. The Aythya reports were much as usual, with good numbers of four 
species and only a few Canvasback. Eurasian Wigeon, Barrow's Goldeneye, and 
Great Cormorant were the uncommon finds for the season. Least Bittern was 
reported at only two sites. We had several Great Egrets and two Black-crowned 
Night-Herons but no unusual southern species. 

The hawk season at Derby Hill was a disappointment, plagued by cool 
weather and north winds as the few days with south winds in March and April 
seemed to be accompanied by rain. After several attempts, Bald Eagles 
successfully hatched young in Onondaga County, and three Golden Eagles were 
reported away from Derby Hill. Peregrine Falcons again raised young in 
Syracuse and are thought to be nesting in Utica. Two Black Vultures and eight 
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