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During the summer of 2007, breeding of Acadian Flycatchers (Empidonax 
virescens) was proven or strongly indicated at an unusual number of sites in 
New York City parks and on eastern Long Island. This is noteworthy given the 
species' recent scarcity and generally irregular history in this Region. 

Eaton (1914) described Acadian Flycatcher as a fairly common breeder on 
western Long Island in the early 1900s, but it soon after disappeared as a local 
breeder for reasons unknown (Griscom 1923). It began to gradually reoccupy its 
northeastern range in the late 1950s and 1960s, and by "at least the early 1980s" 
Jim Ash noted its return to East Hampton, Suffolk Co. (pers. comm.; Lindsay 
and Vezo 1994). Indeed, the 1980-85 Breeding Bird Atlas confirmed breeding in 
four eastern Long Island blocks and recorded it as probable or possible in 15 
other widely distributed blocks across the Island. 

Over the next two decades the species remained extremely local as a 
breeder in Region 10, and the 2000-05 Breeding Bird Atlas confirmed breeding 
in only one block, at Alley Pond Park in Queens (Steve Walter). Probable or 
possible breeding was recorded in 21 other widely scattered blocks during this 
Atlas. It appeared to have withdrawn from its eastern Long Island stations, and 
in the past few years there has been very little direct evidence of attempted 
breeding anywhere in the Region. 

During summer 2007, however, breeding activity was noted at no fewer 
than five sites in four counties, including one on the south shore of western LI, 
where the species has very rarely been known to breed (S. Mitra pers. cornrn.). 
Late lingering, persistently singing individuals were noted at two additional 
sites, in New York and Queens counties, suggestive of attempted breeding or at 
least prospecting. A brief synopsis follows. 

Staten Island, Richmond Co., recorded its first breeding record in recent 
history when Howard Fischer found a very active and vocal pair moving through 
the brush with a fledgling on 29 Jul at Buck's Hollow, in the Greenbelt Area. 

Prospect Park, Kings Co., also hosted a breeding pair. On 11 Jun, Ed 
Crowne heard a bird singing there, and on 27 Jun, Rob Jett and Orrin Tilevitz 
located a pair with a nest, which was later photographed. Rob visited the site 
again on 7 Jul and noted that the bird on the nest was moving around restlessly 
and looking down into the nest, but he could not confirm the presence of 
nestlings fiom his vantage. The birds went undetected on 22 Jul. 

At Jamaica Bay, Queens Co., several birds were found, and at least one pair 
nested. The first report was of a singing male found 10 Jun by Michael 
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Woodruff in the North Garden. This (or another) sang persistently until at least 
18 Jul when it was last noted. On 23 Jun Ed Coyle found a pair with a nest in the 
South Garden and documented it with photographs (Fig. B, p. 322). His visit to 
the North Garden that same day and on 30 Jun confirmed that at least one 
additional bird was singing there. 

At Hunters Garden in Eastport, eastern Suffolk Co, a pair was present on 3 
Jun and later. Two males were heard here on 17 Jun (mob), and at least one 
territorial bird was still present on 1 Jul (Dave Klauber). At the Grace Estate in 
East Hampton, Joe Giunta and Betsy McCully observed an adult feeding a 

' fledgling on 24 Jun. 
A bird lingered in Forest Park, Queens Co., through the last week of June 

(fide NY Rare Bird Alert, 29 June), considerably later than most late spring 
transients. And at Central Park, New York Co., a late lingering individual sang 
persistently fi-om the Loch area at the north end of the park and was last reported 
18 Aug (Tom Fiore). Central Park also had a second bird near the Ramble on 17 
and 18 Jun, although this may have been a transient (Tom Fiore). 

It is tempting to ascribe this pronounced increase in breeding activity to the 
still-unfolding phenomenon of southern breeding species expanding into new 
areas in the northeastern USA (Mitra and Lindsay 2005). But, with only one 
season of such events to base it on, such a conclusion would be premature. As 
noted above, the species has a history of abandoning and then reoccupying the 
Region over time. It is hoped that the present data might contribute to a better 
understanding of this species' population trends in its regular breeding areas and 
beyond. 
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