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The season was very warm with near normal amounts of precipitation. In 
September the average temperature was 65.3"F, 4.0" above normal, with 3.20" 
of rain, 0.95" below normal. In October the temperature averaged 58.0°F, 7.9" 
above normal, with 4.02" of rain, 0.82" above average. The statistics for 
November were 37.9", -1.8", with 4.17" of precipitation, +0.4OW, with 6.8" of 
snow. 

Across the Region a lot of species were reported for the season but numbers 
for many of those species were low. It's possible that the lack of strong cold 
fronts and the warm weather in the first two months allowed many birds to fly 
right over. In November, Snow Geese seemed to be lingering to our north, as no 
large flocks were noted until the end of the month. Unusual waterfowl were 
limited to one Greater White-fronted Goose and several well-described Cackling 
Geese. Dabbler migration was generally poor, attributable in some degree to the 
mild weather. There were few Canvasback and Redhead reports, and Sylvan 
Beach attracted a large flock of Common Goldeneye and scaup, which were too 
distant to separate by species. The small lakes in southern Madison County are 
an important migrant stopover, with good counts of Ring-necked Duck and 
Bufflehead reported this season. Scoter numbers were unimpressive at Derby 
Hill, but many White-winged and Black scoters staged on the eastern shore of 
Lake Ontario in November. Four sites reported at least 200 Hooded Merganser 
in November. 

Long-tailed Ducks, Common Loons, and Red-necked Grebes suffered some 
mortality on Lake Ontario due to Type E botulism, but the problem seemed less 
severe than in 2006. Great Black-backed and Herring gulls were also affected 
and, going by numbers of dead found, much more so than Ringed-bill Gulls. 
Least Bittern, Virginia Rail, Sora, and many Common Moorhens were found in 
September at the Volney wetland, where noted in the summer. A mid-November 
Great Egret was record late for the Region. Black-crowned Night-Herons were 
seen at Onondaga Lake in September; we assume that these birds are migrants 
since they are not reported in the breeding season. 

Hawk flights were monitored at Bishop Road on north winds and Derby Hill 
on south winds. There was a new single day fall high count for Turkey Vulture, 
and three species, Northern Goshawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, and Golden Eagle, 

The Kingbird 2008 March; 58 (1) 61 


