
Wood Thrush: last 2 AT 1 Oct. 
Gray Catbird: 1 W 17 Nov (JOB). 
Am. Pipit: arr 1 MAC 13 Sep; last 3 K 26 
Nov. 
Bohemian Waxwing: arr 3 HB 24 Nov (DT); 
1 DE 25 Nov (KF). 

WARBLERS 
Blue-winged Warbler: last 1 HP 13 Sep. 
Golden-winged Warbler: last 1 HB 28 Aug. 
Tennessee Warbler: last l b  M 6 Oct. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: 1 IB 16 Sep (KH); 
1 AT 27 Sep (ST); l b  M 30 Sep (BBBO); lb  
M 3 Oct (BBBO); 1 TC 10 Oct (MW); 1 G 22 
Oct (KG); lb  M 12 Nov (R&CMc). 
Nashville Warbler: last 1 AT 3 1 Oct (KH), 
late. 
N. Parula: last 1 AT 31 Oct. 
Yellow Warbler: last 1 Huckleberry Swamp, 
WAYN 20 Sep. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: last 1 M 11 Oct. 
Magnolia Warbler: last 2b M 6 Oct. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: lb  M 12 Oct. 
Black-throated Green Warbler: last lb  M 4 
Oct. 
Blackburnian Warbler: last 1 M 17 Sep. 
Palm Warbler: last 1 AT 31 Oct (KH), late. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: last 1 G 25 Sep. 
Blackpoll Warbler: last 1 IB 26 Oct, record 
late. 
Cerulean Warbler: last 1 MW 13 Sep. 
Black-and-white Warbler: last 2b M 4 Oct. 
Am. Redstart: last 1 TC 6 Oct. 
Ovenbird: last 1 HP 4 Oct. 
N. Waterthrush: last l b  M 7 Oct. 
Connecticut Warbler: l b  M 1 Sep (BBBO); 1 
b M 17 Sep (BBBO); last l b  M 6 Oct (BBBO). 

Mourning Warbler: last l b  M 6 Oct. 
Com. Yellowthroat: 1 G 16 Nov (JeB, CW). 
Wilson's Warbler: last l b  M 29 Sep. 
Canada Warbler: last l b  M 11 Sep. 

TANAGERS - WEAVERS 
Scarlet Tanager: last l b  M 1 Oct. 
Am. Tree Sparrow: an- 1 HB 13 Oct. 
Clay-colored Sparrow: 1 CU 4 Oct (JK), 
rarely reported in fall. 
Field Sparrow: rnax 36 Oak Openings, T Rush 
9 Oct (MW). 
Fox Sparrow: last 1 R 20 Nov. 
Lincoln's Sparrow: arr 2b M 10 Sep; last 2b 
M 12 Oct. 
White-throated Sparrow: arr l b  M 7 Sep; 
rnax 75b M 4 Oct. 
White-crowned Sparrow: an: 2b M 23 Sep. 
Snow Bunting: arr 1 HB 13 Oct; rnax 660 WL 
21 Nov. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: 1 irnm male T 
Marion, WAYN (DK). 
Indigo Bunting: last 1 M 29 Sep. 
E. Meadowlark: 1 S 1 Nov (CJ, LL). 
Rusty Blackbird: rnax 50 PE 15 Oct. 
Baltimore Oriole: last 5 R 20 Sep. 
Pine Grosbeak: arr 1 HB 19 Oct (DT); 1 HB 
24 Nov (DT). 
Red Crossbill: 1 Crusoe L WAYN 13 Sep. 
White-winged Crossbill: arr 4-6 HB 24 Oct; 3 
HB 3 1 Oct; rnax 1785 HB 24 Nov (DT, RC). 
Com. Redpoll: 3 HB 7 Nov (MT), only report. 
Pine Siskin: 430 HB 24 Oct (DT); rnax 2500 
HB 24 Nov (DT, RC). 
Am. Goldfinch: rnax 404 HB 4 Nov. 
Evening Grosbeak: 1 WP 28 Nov (JeB, CW). 

REGION 3 F l N G E R  LAKES 

Tom Johnson 
150 Triphammer Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850 

tbj4@cornell.edu 

Weather this season was typical; rainfall was slightly below average, and 
temperatures were slightly below normal. Several light snowfalls came in the 
last two weeks of November, but no storm exceeded 2" in accumulation. 

Goose migration was not overwhelming in quantity this fall, but the species 
composition was very interesting, with new Regional high counts for Ross's 
Goose (nine at MNWR on 24 October) and Cackling Goose (16 at MNWR on 
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17 October). Increasing numbers of Ross's Goose records statewide can 
probably be attributed to the continued population growth of mid-continent 
Snow and Ross's Geese. Increasing observer coverage and knowledge of goose 
identification might explain the continued increase in Cackling Goose 
observations. Continued documentation of Cackling and small Canada Goose 
sightings is requested even as Cackling Goose becomes less "novel" since the 
AOU split in 2004. Most records appear to pertain to "Richardson's" Cackling 
Goose (B. h. hutchinsii), but there is uncertainty with some individuals, 
including the possibility that Lesser Canada Goose is regularly present in small 
numbers. Eurasian Wigeon were also present at MNWR in larger than usual 
numbers, with up to six males reported. A Pacific Loon at Aurora Bay 1-3 
November and another at Sheldrake 23 November may be the same individual 
and could be the same bird that has returned to Cayuga Lake for several years 
running. Probably related to the remnants of Hurricane Ike that pushed many 
birds north across the continent toward the Great Lakes, an adult male 
Magnificent Frigatebird was found at Myers Point on 21 September (see p. 16 & 
Fig. E, p. 53). Many observers were able to view the bird as it floated up and 
down the south end of Cayuga Lake between Myers Point and Stewart Park. The 
bird was found dead under its roost tree in Ithaca the next morning, and the 
specimen has been preserved at the Cornell University Museum of Vertebrates. 
This represents the second inland report for New York and a first record for the 
Cayuga Lake Basin. 

Southern waders made a small but well-documented late-season appearance 
in the Region, with a juvenile Little Blue Heron at Sapsucker Woods from 4-20 
November and a Glossy Ibis at MNWR on 18 October. 

Larids were largely typical, with notable records including a juvenile 
Laughing Gull photographed at Dryden on 29 September and a California Gull 
at Aurora Bay from 1-4 November. The adult California Gull represents the first 
record for the Cayuga Lake Basin (see p. 47 & Fig. E, p. 53). 

Although jaegers are regular fall transients on the south shore of Lake 
Ontario just to our north, they are very rarely detected in Region 3. Therefore, 
two jaeger reports this season are noteworthy. One was identified by the 
observer as a dark juvenile Parasitic Jaeger at Long Point State Park on 16 
October, and the other was not identified to species, seen at Myers Point on 22 
October. Neither was photographed. More lake-watching effort earlier in the 
season might produce more reports of jaegers. 

Passerine migration was largely typical, though a late Blue-winged Warbler 
at Horseheads on 30 October was exceptional. A vagrant Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher near Moravia on 17- 1 8 November was outstanding. 

Although warblers and sparrows were not outstanding, the beginning of a 
massive Pine Siskin and White-winged Crossbill invasion was nicely 
documented this fall by many observers. Pine Siskin arrived in Ithaca on 8 
October and were soon found throughout the Region. Initially most siskins were 
reported as flyovers. As the season wore on, more were found "on the ground" 
in favored feeding trees as well as at backyard birdfeeders. White-winged 
Crossbills were first detected 29 September at Summerhill State Forest and 
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became a welcome sight for birders late this quarter, especially at consistent 
feeding areas in Summerhill State Forest and Dryden, where up to 260 were 
reported. Subsequent seasonal reports will likely continue to highlight this 
invasion as it develops in winter 2008-2009 and spring 2009. 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Janet Akin, Paul Anderson, Bill Baker, Jessie Barry, Fred Bertram, Shawn Billerman, 
Fritzie Blizzard, Joseph Brin, Mark Chao, Gary Chapin, Benjamin Clock, Susan Danskin, 
Nancy Dickinson, Ryan Douglas, Bill Evans, Steve Fast, Annette Finney, Jeremy 
Gardner, Rhea Garen, John Greenly, John and Sue Gregoire, Kevin Griffith, Bob Guthrie, 
Meena Haribal, Mike Harvey, Anne Havelin, Asher Hockett, Jeff Holbrook, Paul 
Hurtado, Marshall Iliff, Eduardo Inigo-Elias, Tom Johnson, Anne Marie Johnson, Steve 
Kelling (SKe), Stuart Krasnoff (SKr), Geo Kloppel, J. Gary Kohlenberg, Jerry 
Lazarczyk, Tim Lenz, Don Marsh, Bill McAneny, Elaina McCartney, Jay McGowan, 
Kevin McGowan, Bob McGuire, Nari Mistry, Ann Mitchell, David Nicosia, Dave Nutter, 
Mike Powers, Raghuram Ramanujan, Marie Read, Ken Rosenberg, Ellen Sears, Marty 
Schlabach, Carol Schrnitt, Mickey Scilingo, Glenn Seeholzer, Joseph Slattery, Elizabeth 
Teskey, Chris Tessaglia-Hymes, Brad Walker, Chris Wiley (CWi), Mary Winston, 
Christopher L. Wood (CWo), Matt Young. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

CU - Cornell University, Ithaca; DuP - Durland Preserve, Dryden; EHCP - Ellis Hollow 
Creek Preserve, Dryden; LPSP - Long Point State Park; MNWR - Montezuma National 
Wildlife Refuge; MyPt - Myers Point; StP - Stewart Park, Ithaca; SSF - Summerhill 
State Forest; SW - Sapsucker Woods. 

WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 
Greater White-fronted Goose: MNWR thru 
(mob); last 4 MNWR 9 Nov (JBr), high. 
Ross's Goose: arr 2 MNWR 5 Oct; rnax 9 
MNWR 24 Oct (SB, TBJ), high; last MNWR 
17 Nov (KR). 
Snow x Canada Goose hybrid: MNWR 23 
Sep-26 Oct (PH, CWo, MI, TL, TJ). 
Cackling Goose: arr MNWR 27 Sep; rnax 16 
MNWR 17 Oct (CWo, MI, TL, TJ), high; last 
MNWR 23 Nov (LG). 
Eurasian Wigeon: MNWR thru (mob); rnax 6 
MNWR 24-26 Oct (SB, TJ), high. 
PACIFIC LOON: Aurora Bay 1-3 Nov (SB; 
mob); Sheldrake 23 Nov (LG). 
Corn. Loon: 1340 MyPt 30 Oct, high; 642 
MyPt 18 Nov, high. 
MAGNIFICENT FRIGATEBIRD: MyPt, 
StP 21 Sep (TJ, SB; mob), first record for 
Cayuga Lake Basin. 
LITTLE BLUE HERON: SW 4-20 Nov (KR, 
SKe; mob). 
GLOSSY IBIS: MNWR 18 Oct (TJ, mob). 

HAWKS - ALCIDS 
Dunlin: rnax 300 StP 21 Oct (DN), high. 
Sandhill Crane: thru; rnax 44 MNWR 22 Nov 
(TJ, TL, SB, MM, CWi), State record high. 
LAUGHING GULL: Dryden 29 Sep (ISM). 
CALIFORNIA GULL: Aurora Bay 1-4 Nov 
(TJ; mob), first record for Cayuga Lake Basin. 
Iceland Gull: arr StP 23-29 Oct (PH), early. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: arr MNWR 13 
Sep. 
Glaucous Gull: arr StP 24 Oct (DN), early. 
PARASITIC JAEGER: LPSP 16 Oct (TJ). 
JAEGER SP: MyPt 22 Oct (BM). 

PIGEONS - WOODPECKERS 
Red-headed Woodpecker: Caroline 15 Sep 
(AF); CU 25 Nov (ET). 

FLYCATCHERS -WAXWINGS 
SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER: 
Moravia 17- 18 Nov (mob). 
Fish Crow: rnax 74 Dryden 11 Nov (TJ), high. 
Gray Catbird: last CU 25 Nov (RD), late. 
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WARBLERS 
Blue-winged Warbler: last Horseheads 30 Oct 
(MP), late. 
CONNECTICUT WARBLER: EHCP 2 Sep 
(DM); CU 18 Sep (TJ). 

TANAGERS -WEAVERS 
CLAY-COLORED SPARROW: CU 3 Oct 
(TJ); CU 1 1 Oct (RD); presumably different 
individuals. 
Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow: 2 Ithaca 7-1 1 
Oct (TL, CWi). 

White-crowned Sparrow (West Taiga): 
Burdett 20 Nov (JG). 
Dickcissel: 2 Lansing1 Ithaca 21 Sep (RD, 
BM). 
RED CROSSBILL: SSF 22 Sep (BM); SSF 3 
Nov (MC); SSF 9 Nov (BM). 
WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILL: arr 2 SSF 
29 Sep (MY), max 260 Dryden 30 Nov (EI), 
high. 
Pine Siskin: arr Ithaca 8 Oct (TJ); max 60 
Shindagin Hollow 19 Oct (SF). 
Evening Grosbeak: SSF 1 Nov (SF), only 
report. 

[The Report for Region 4 was not received in time for publication.] 

REGION 5 O N E l D A  LAKE BASIN 

Bill Purcell 
281 Baum Road, Hastings, New York, 13076 

wpurcell@twcny.rr.com 

The season started with above normal temperatures, but the average dipped 
below normal in the last two months. The Adirondacks had snow cover as of 29 
October, and other snowbelt areas north of Oneida Lake had snow cover by 9 
November. Ponds and small lakes were mostly frozen by the end of November. 
The average temperature in September was 62.7" F, 1.4" above normal, with 
2.47" of precipitation, 1.68" below normal. The October averages were 48.3" F, 
1.8" below normal, with 4.87" of precipitation, 1.67" above normal. For 
November the average temperature was 38.2" F, 1.5" F below normal. November 
had 3.15" precipitation, 0.62" below normal, and 16. ltl,of snow. 

The waterfowl highlights included good flights of Brant, Northern Pintail, 
and Long-tailed Ducks following cold fronts, and several Cackling Geese. Snow 
Goose reports were few with low total numbers. The Canada Goose migration 
began in mid-September following the passage of Hurricane Ike. Mute Swan 
continued to increase in northern Cayuga County. Blue-winged Teal, Northern 
Shoveler, Redhead, and White-winged Scoter numbers were low, and no 
Canvasback were reported. Ring-necked Duck was especially numerous on 
southern Madison County lakes, while the eastern end of Oneida Lake hosted a 
large raft of scaup and Common Goldeneye. 

Ruffed Grouse seemed to have a good year as noted by observers in the 
Adirondacks, Tug Hill, and Southern Highlands. A small Red-throated Loon 
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