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NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 
 
 

A LARGE LATE SUMMER AGGREGATION OF LESSER 
BLACK-BACKED GULLS ON LONG ISLAND, NY 

 
 
On Monday, 24 August 2009, I visited Jones Beach State Park, Nassau County, 
Long Island, a site I generally visit several times per week. As I walked my 
usual route along the beach at West End, south of parking field 2, I found a great 
concentration of gulls. All of the four typical summering species were there in 
unusually large numbers. The cause seemed to be, at least in part, an enormous 
wash-up of whole clams along a small stretch of the beach. Although I did not 
see it first-hand, Hurricane Bill had passed well offshore during the two previous 
days and I felt strongly that its strong tides were responsible for the carnage. 
Also washed along the shoreline were less-frequently seen large shells from 
clams, scallops, snails and whelks, but not en masse. As I walked into the crowd 
of gulls I began spotting Lesser Black-backed Gulls. My previous high count for 
this species here was only two in late August 2005. As my tally passed this 
number and kept climbing, my emotions changed from elation to worry. There 
were many more gulls to look through, and they could easily move around. I 
thought it might be worth documenting every individual I came across to be sure 
of the total. After a mile of walking, I reached the end of the beach at the Jones 
Inlet jetty, and I had tallied and photographed 13 individuals! Most of the birds 
were immature, with the age distribution as follows: eight first-summer/second-
winter; three second-summer/third-winter; and two third-summer/fourth-winter 
(Fig. F, p. 354). After publicizing this unusual total, I learned of another 
impressive count of Lesser Black-backed Gulls—six at Mecox Bay on 21 
August, just prior to Bill’s passage (H. McGuinness, pers. comm.). 
 Historical records from The Kingbird suggest that migrating Lesser Black-
backed Gulls arrive on Long Island during early fall, and that peak counts of 
migrants are often associated with storms. Examples of such counts from recent 
fall seasons include: six birds in Suffolk blown in by Hurricane Ophelia on 16 
September 2005 (KB 56: 111); eight birds from Shinnecock to Jones inlets on 
28 Oct 2006 after storms (KB 57: 91); and numbers a day after Tropical Storm 
Hanna’s passing on the 6th of September, 2008 (KB 59: 100). The aggregation I 
observed on 24 August conforms to this pattern to some extent but appears to 
have been both unusually large and unusually early. 
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Figure F. Lesser Black-backed Gulls, 3 of 13 present at Jones Beach SP, Nassau Co., 24 
Aug 09, © Brendan Fogarty. See Notes and Observations, p. 338. 
 




