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Long-tailed Jaeger in Region 2 in August; and a possible Yellow-legged Gull in 
Region 10 still in review. The rarer shorebirds were all noted above, but it is 
worth emphasizing the number of American Avocets this summer scattered over 
the State and the season. With increased awareness of plumages, about nine 
Arctic Terns were reported in Region 10. There were also at least three 
Sandwich Terns and two South Polar Skuas found on pelagic trips off Region 
10. Eurasian Collared-Dove was reported at three sites in Region 2, with 
interactions between a pair at one site suggesting imminent breeding. Moving to 
the passerines, added rarities included: “Brewster’s” Warbler in Region 7; 
Yellow-throated Warbler in Regions 1 and 4; Nelson’s Sparrow in Region 7; 
Summer Tanager in Region 8; Western Tanager in Region 9; and Yellow-
headed Blackbird in Regions 1, 2, and 7, the former two sharing the same bird 
crossing the Regional boundary. 
 Now to the B.O.T.S Award. To me, clearly the event of the season was the 
seabird spectacle from land and on pelagic trips off Region 10. But the B.O.T.S 
Award goes to the long-staying Mississippi Kites seen and enjoyed by many as 
life or state birds and providing hope for future breeding in the State in Region 
8. 
 
 

=== 
 
 

SPRING ARRIVAL DATES FOR 2009 
 
The tables of Spring Arrival Dates for 2009 were omitted from the September 
issue of The Kingbird. They are presented below. 
 
Region Species 

Reported1 
Seasonality2 
vs. 87-08 

Advance3 
(Days) 

Record 
Early Spp. 

2009-2008 
 

1 90 -3.87 -4.01 15 -3.02 
2 92 -2.02 -3.12 4 -0.78 
3 91 -2.85 -3.56 3 0.63 
4 75 -3.78 1.12 4 -2.01 
5 93 -0.55 0.53 3 1.67 
6 85 -5.63 2.97 16 -1.26 
7 90 -2.61 6.64 9 -1.94 
8 85 -2.53 1.17 5 -1.34 
9 79 0.11 0.19 6 2.57 

10 79 0.59 -1.92 5 2.41 
 
1Maximum number of species = 93. 
2Average arrival in a Region compared to that Region’s 22-year average. 
3Average arrival in a Region compared to the average of all Regions. 
 
Given difficulties in estimating arrivals of some species in some Regions, estimates of 
Seasonality and Advance should be interpreted with caution. 
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