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 Again a decision was made to move on and check other bridges for roosting 
Cave Swallows. Six bridges were checked and birds were found under all but 
one. On these bridges a total of over 110 birds were encountered. Unfortunately, 
darkness did not allow for a thorough check of all parkway bridges that evening. 
That night a morning roost departure survey was organized, with individuals 
stationed at as many bridges as possible. Eleven bridges, spanning 
approximately 80 miles along the lakeshore, were observed from before first 
light through sun-up. Only five bridges had birds on them that morning, with a 
total of only 39 birds counted. Several of the bridges that had the most birds on 
them at dusk the evening before had none the next morning! Where did these 
birds go? What time did they leave the bridges? Unfortunately we cannot answer 
these questions. There was a nearly full moon with scattered clouds that night 
that produced extremely bright nighttime conditions. Speculation is that these 
birds left after getting some rest because it was certainly bright enough for them 
to see. This raises yet another question. Were the birds that left that night in 
better shape and less stressed than the ones that stayed, or the other way around? 
After more than a decade of these late fall movements of Cave Swallows, there 
are still probably more questions than answers surrounding these birds. 
 On 25 November, residual birds were found at three locations. One of these 
was a water treatment facility where 16 birds were present. These birds 
gradually succumbed to the weather, with three birds surviving until 5 
December. These birds were viewed at close range for long periods of time 
allowing for excellent study. All birds displayed obvious retained juvenile flight 
feathers, coverts, and scapulars contrasting with fresh feathers, presumably 
indicating hatch-year birds. We hope to learn more in the near future to help 
answer all of our questions regarding these rather remarkable avian events. 
Thanks to Doug Daniels, Kurt Fox, Kim Hartquist, Jerry Lazarczyk, Celeste 
Morien, Dominic Sherony, Jeanne Skelly, and Kim Sucy for helping on the 
bridge surveys. Thanks to Andy Guthrie for reviewing a draft of this article. 
Dave Tetlow, Hilton, Monroe County, dktetlow@rochester.rr.com 
 
 

A VERY OLD BIRD 
 
Riverfront Park on the Hudson River in Coeymans Landing, southern Albany 
County, New York is a reliable spot to look for gulls and other visitors. I stop by 
there whenever I'm going through town with a few minutes to spare. It's a good 
place to look for Iceland or Glaucous Gulls in winter. In other seasons, I've 
come across other species, such as Franklin's Gull, Laughing Gull, Caspian 
Terns, Black Skimmer, and more often, Bonaparte's Gulls. What's nice about the 
park is that you can sit in your car and study the birds up close and in comfort. 
 On 29 November 2009, I noticed one of the 25 or so Ring-billed Gulls had a 
band on its leg. It was taking the occasional bread handouts and didn't seem to 
be too shy or in any hurry to move on. So I set up my window mounted spotting 
scope and got to work reading the numbers on the band. As a licensed bird 
bander, I knew what to look for in the sequence of numbers and their placement 
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relative to prefix/suffix and dividing dash. When reading bird bands through my 
scope, I set up a diagram on a page in my notebook with blank dashes to be 
filled in as I read the various numbers. That way, I could get all the band 
numbers in their proper sequence. 
 I submitted the band number to the Bird Banding Lab via their electronic 
band reporting page: www.reportband.gov. After a rather long wait, I received a 
note from the lab asking for more details (including a request that I send them 
the band itself—well, that couldn't be done). After an exchange of e-mails, I 
found out why they were so concerned about the accuracy of the report. Their 
records show that that band number corresponded to one that was placed on a 
Ring-billed Gull more than 25 years ago. If the report was accurate, that would 
make this the oldest Ring-billed Gull on record. 
 With the additional information I supplied (such as how I read the band and 
noted the numbers), they were satisfied. With that, the biologists at the Banding 
Lab determined that the gull was banded as a fledgling near Willsboro, Essex 
County, New York, by none other than our own long-time Kingbird Region 7 
Editor, John "Mike" Peterson, on 10 June 1984! 
 As you can see from the picture of this particular bird (p.52), it appears to 
be healthy enough for an old bird. You bet I'll be watching to see if he/she 
shows up again this year to keep that record going. 
Rich Guthrie, New Baltimore, The Greene County, gaeltic@capital.net 
 
 

TWO FALL FLIGHTS OF LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL  
ON LONG ISLAND 

 
First recorded in New York State in 1934 (Cruickshank, 1942, Birds Around 
New York City, American Museum of Natural History Handbook Series No. 13), 
Lesser Black-backed Gull remained an exceptional vagrant here until about 
1954 (Bull, Birds of New York State, 1974, Cornell University Press), and was 
regarded as rare until the 1990s, when local observers noted its regular and 
increasing occurrence in numerous Kingbird Regional reports. In recent 
decades, occurrence has continued to increase rapidly: continent-wide CBC 
totals first exceeded 100 in 1991-92 but surpassed 1,000 just 13 years later. 
 On 24 August 2009, Brendan Fogarty observed 13 individuals feeding on a 
clam kill along a single stretch of beach at Jones Beach SP, Nassau County 
(Kingbird 59: 337& 354). This observation was notable not only for the number 
of birds involved, but also for its late summer date, its context (following the 
passage of a major storm, Hurricane Bill), and for the age distribution of the 
birds observed (eight first-summer/second-winter, three second-summer/third-
winter, and two third-summer/fourth winter (i.e., no full adults). The association 
on Long Island between large counts of Lesser Black-backed Gull and oceanic 
storms has been noted for a decade or more (e.g., Region 10 fall reports for 2005 
and 2006), but most of the prior events had occurred from mid September 
through October and had involved significant numbers of adult birds—and 
sometimes even fresh juveniles (e.g., four adult and one juvenile observed by 




