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relative to prefix/suffix and dividing dash. When reading bird bands through my 
scope, I set up a diagram on a page in my notebook with blank dashes to be 
filled in as I read the various numbers. That way, I could get all the band 
numbers in their proper sequence. 
 I submitted the band number to the Bird Banding Lab via their electronic 
band reporting page: www.reportband.gov. After a rather long wait, I received a 
note from the lab asking for more details (including a request that I send them 
the band itself—well, that couldn't be done). After an exchange of e-mails, I 
found out why they were so concerned about the accuracy of the report. Their 
records show that that band number corresponded to one that was placed on a 
Ring-billed Gull more than 25 years ago. If the report was accurate, that would 
make this the oldest Ring-billed Gull on record. 
 With the additional information I supplied (such as how I read the band and 
noted the numbers), they were satisfied. With that, the biologists at the Banding 
Lab determined that the gull was banded as a fledgling near Willsboro, Essex 
County, New York, by none other than our own long-time Kingbird Region 7 
Editor, John "Mike" Peterson, on 10 June 1984! 
 As you can see from the picture of this particular bird (p.52), it appears to 
be healthy enough for an old bird. You bet I'll be watching to see if he/she 
shows up again this year to keep that record going. 
Rich Guthrie, New Baltimore, The Greene County, gaeltic@capital.net 
 
 

TWO FALL FLIGHTS OF LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL  
ON LONG ISLAND 

 
First recorded in New York State in 1934 (Cruickshank, 1942, Birds Around 
New York City, American Museum of Natural History Handbook Series No. 13), 
Lesser Black-backed Gull remained an exceptional vagrant here until about 
1954 (Bull, Birds of New York State, 1974, Cornell University Press), and was 
regarded as rare until the 1990s, when local observers noted its regular and 
increasing occurrence in numerous Kingbird Regional reports. In recent 
decades, occurrence has continued to increase rapidly: continent-wide CBC 
totals first exceeded 100 in 1991-92 but surpassed 1,000 just 13 years later. 
 On 24 August 2009, Brendan Fogarty observed 13 individuals feeding on a 
clam kill along a single stretch of beach at Jones Beach SP, Nassau County 
(Kingbird 59: 337& 354). This observation was notable not only for the number 
of birds involved, but also for its late summer date, its context (following the 
passage of a major storm, Hurricane Bill), and for the age distribution of the 
birds observed (eight first-summer/second-winter, three second-summer/third-
winter, and two third-summer/fourth winter (i.e., no full adults). The association 
on Long Island between large counts of Lesser Black-backed Gull and oceanic 
storms has been noted for a decade or more (e.g., Region 10 fall reports for 2005 
and 2006), but most of the prior events had occurred from mid September 
through October and had involved significant numbers of adult birds—and 
sometimes even fresh juveniles (e.g., four adult and one juvenile observed by 
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Patricia Lindsay and me between Riverhead and Montauk during a storm on 12 
Oct 2002). 
 A question naturally arose concerning potential differences in the timing of 
migration among the different age classes (juveniles, older immatures, and 
adults)—this question itself complicated by possible defects in the historical 
detection and identification of juveniles and first-summer individuals. The 
present note documents two discrete flights of Lesser Black-backed Gulls on 
Long Island, 17 Sep 2010, and 30 Sep-1 Oct 2010, both associated with storms, 
but with very different age compositions. The first involved almost exclusively 
adults, whereas the second involved both adults and juveniles. Unlike the late 
summer event described by Fogarty, second- and third-winter individuals were 
scarce in these later season flights. 
 On 17 Sep 2010, following a severe storm, I found six adults together at 
Heckscher SP, southwestern Suffolk County, and Paul Gildersleave found six 
more adults at the same time at nearby Robert Moses SP (RMSP). A few days 
earlier, on 13 Sep 2010, Angus Wilson reported seven individuals at one site in 
Montauk: four full adults, a near-adult, and two younger immatures (no 
juveniles), plus another adult nearby at Napeague. Collectively, mid September 
featured at least 17 adults, no juveniles, and only a few older immatures. 
 With a storm approaching on the evening of 30 Sep 2010, Patricia Lindsay 
found six individuals at RMSP: three juveniles, one first-summer, an older 
immature, and one adult. We posted this news to the NYSBirds listserv and 
planned to make another search the following morning. On 1 Oct 2010, we 
searched three sites in southwestern Suffolk County (Heckscher SP, Captree SP, 
and RMSP) and found 12 Lesser Black-backed Gulls (six juveniles, three near-
adults, and three adults). Further east along the south shore of Suffolk County, 
Mike Cooper found another juvenile at Smith’s Point County Park. But the 
biggest counts ever recorded came from even further east, where Angus Wilson 
found 34 individuals between Water Mill and Montauk (14 juveniles, seven 
older immatures, and 13 adults. Collectively 1 Oct 2010 featured 21 juveniles, 
just 7-10 older immatures (in contrast to the 24 August 2009 event), and 16-19 
adults. Prior to 30 Sep 2010, the largest single-site count of juveniles of which I 
am aware was a mere two, photographed at RMSP on 2 Oct 2004 (pers. obs.). 

These data strongly support the idea that the southbound passage of Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls in coastal New York State occurs in stages, with yearlings 
peaking in late summer, adults in mid-late September, and juveniles in early 
October, and that detection is influenced by storms. Furthermore, it seems likely 
that increases in both actual occurrence and in the detection and identification of 
first cycle birds contribute to the patterns described here. The earliest explicit 
reference to a juvenile Lesser-black-backed Gull in New York State of which I 
am aware is from Cohoes Commons, Albany County, on 30 Sep 1995 (Kingbird 
46: 83). I would appreciate any information regarding the historical occurrence 
of this age class in New York State. 
Shaibal S. Mitra, College of Staten Island, Staten Island, NY 10314 
shaibal.mitra@csi.cuny.edu 
 




