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REGION 2—GENESEE 
 

Kevin C. Griffith  
61 Grandview Lane, Rochester, NY 14612 

ckgrif@frontiernet.net 
 
It turned out to be a pretty good September. The average temperature of 61.9 F 
was 0.7 above normal. It was the ninth month in a row with above average 
temperatures. There were more days with below average temps than above 
average, but early in the month we experienced well above normal temperatures, 
with a 90 reading on the first. A near record temperature was also reached on 
the 24th. Possible sunshine was 10% below normal at 47%. Precipitation was 
only 0.09" below normal at 3.36". The Region experienced some soaking rains 
during some periods of the month. October was rather quiet and uneventful as 
far as the weather was concerned. The average temperature of 50.7 was a scant 
0.3 above normal. It was the tenth consecutive month with above average 
temperatures. It actually was cool early in the month, and that was followed by a 
warm up from the 23rd to the 28th. Precipitation measured 3.30", 0.70" above 
normal. Yet, there were no heavy rains and precipitation seemed to be well 
spaced throughout the month. There were a few snowflakes on the 22nd and 31st 
but nothing that was measurable. Possible sunshine was at 46% compared to the 
normal 50%. Mostly sunny and mostly cloudy days were pretty well evenly 
split. November was pretty quiet weather wise. The National Weather Service 
described it as tranquil and uneventful. Both temperature and precipitation were 
about normal. The average temperature was 39.9, right at the normal reading. 
Precipitation was only 0.17" below normal at 3.01". There was only 0.4" of 
snowfall. Possible sunshine was up 11% from the norm at 40%. 
 For the most part it was a rather benign season in terms of meteorological 
events affecting the birding. High pressure lingered early, and Hurricane Earl 
passed by us to the east. October saw the first decent frontal system, and with it 
there were lots of birds around. There were good numbers of Winter Wrens, 
kinglets, thrushes, and grassland birds by early October. The banding totals at 
Braddock Bay Bird Observatory were quite good for these groups of birds. The 
next frontal system cleaned things out and birds were relatively scarce for a 
while, but a system in late October brought with it the first Cave Swallows of 
the year and small numbers of several winter finches into early November. In 
late November another weak system brought the arrival of the bulk of the Cave 
Swallows and an increase in waterfowl numbers, primarily in those species that 
often winter on the lake. The food crop was good, with fruit locally plentiful and 
good seed crops in the fields. Cones were poor, not boding well for keeping any 
winter finches around long. Some of the fruit was consumed early and certain 
fields hosted good numbers of sparrows eating the seeds. 
 Waterfowl again were poor. This trend has continued and may be reaching 
a low. Goose numbers continued low with the exception of Cackling Goose, 
which continues to be reported in good numbers since the split, likely primarily 
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due to more interest now that they are a separate species. Both puddle and 
diving duck numbers were low. Canvasback numbers were very low. King Eider 
was the only real highlight. Loon numbers were low compared with recent 
years. This was also true for Horned Grebe. Red-necked Grebes were found 
throughout the season. There were no Northern Gannet reports this season. 
Records of note among the waders included late Great Egret and Cattle Egrets in 
late October and November, a continuing trend in recent years. 
 Black Vultures continue to expand, with another increase in reports. Red-
shouldered Hawks were found throughout the season in expected locations. 
Rough-legged Hawk numbers built from October to November then dropped off 
slightly towards the end of the season. Sandhill Cranes continued through the 
season, with reports from just outside the Region near Savannah and of two 
birds near Taylor Marsh in the Town of Richmond, Ontario County. 
 Shorebird habitat was limited, but most expected species were reported. 
The late sightings in East Barre on 2 November by Dave Tetlow were 
interesting. There were few gull observations of special interest, but a few 
kittiwakes were noted and rarer reports included Sabine’s, Black-headed, 
Franklin’s, and Thayer’s Gulls. A Regional high count of five Sabine’s Gulls 
was reported by Dave Tetlow on 15 September. Tern counts were generally 
poor. Jaegers were well reported from Hamlin Beach and other locations along 
the lakefront this season. Long-tailed Jaeger reports continued a trend of nearly 
annual reporting in the Region going back to our first efforts at intense searching 
in late summer starting in the late 1990s. 
 The Eurasian Collared-Dove population continued to grow with up to nine 
being sighted in a single day. This included the group of six consisting of two 
adults and four juveniles, suggesting that we likely had the first breeding of the 
species in this Region this summer. Common Nighthawk counts continued very 
low, but a late Whip-poor-will was a good find for this season. The Chimney 
Swift maximum at our major fall gathering spot in Greiggsville, Town or York, 
was down from recent years. 
 There were a number of immature White-eyed Vireo sightings, with a 
November bird the second latest report for the Region. Philadelphia Vireo 
numbers were good. Swallow maxima were generally low. 
 The Cave Swallow flight was very interesting this fall. There were several 
reports, in common with many reports in the Northeast following a major frontal 
passage from the southwest in late October. Then beginning on 23 November 
Dave Tetlow picked up another movement, seen by a few others that day, 
culminating in his counting well over 100 birds in the late afternoon, with many 
going to roost under bridges along the Lake Ontario Parkway west of Rochester. 
Dave organized a watch at these sites starting predawn the next morning, and 39 
birds were tallied at or leaving these roosts. A couple of days later he located 16 
birds that remained at a waste water treatment plant just inland from the 
Parkway in the Town of Parma, Monroe County until perishing in the cold and 
snows of early December. Prior to this incursion, 24 November was the late date 
for the species in this Region. 
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 Winter Wren numbers were good, as were the numbers of kinglets and 
thrushes. Two Bicknell’s Thrush were banded at BBBO. There were some good 
concentrations of Gray-cheeked, Swainson’s and Hermit Thrushes counted at 
Hamlin Beach and banded at Manitou. A few Bohemian Waxwings showed up 
with the passing Cedar Waxwings in November, providing another highlight.  
 It was a mixed bag for warblers. Overall totals are well below historical 
numbers, but we continue to record good variety. There were multiple Orange-
crowned reports. Also on the plus side were Magnolia, Black-throated Blue, 
Yellow-rumped, Bay-breasted, and Blackpoll warblers and Am. Redstart. 
Golden-winged Warbler went unreported, but this is not really a surprise due to 
its general population decrease. Four Connecticut Warbler reports were a 
highlight, with a bird found by Kim Hartquist in Highland Park, Rochester, on 
16 October, record-late. 
  Sparrow reports varied widely across species.. There were some excellent 
concentrations of sparrows in October in a field in Parma. This area is a new 
addition to the Braddock Bay Fish and Wildlife Management Area. It hosted 
large numbers of individuals and thirteen total species of sparrows, including 
Nelson’s Sparrow. There were two other reports of Nelson’s during the season. 
Fox Sparrow numbers were also very good. Banding totals for White-throated 
Sparrow were excellent in October, but the numbers dropped rapidly later in the 
season. White-crowned Sparrow numbers were a bit lower than usual. There 
were two Dickcissel reports for the season, a typical number. Learning the 
distinctive call note is a huge aid to detecting this species. Most of the reports in 
the Region are of birds flying over calling. 
 The blackbird flight witnessed in Savannah at Marten Tract by the 
NYSOA Young Birder’s Club in October was spectacular, with a continuous 
stream of birds for a significant amount of time. A record late Bobolink was 
found by Dave Tetlow in a newly preserved field in Parma. 
 Winter Finches put in an appearance during the season, with Pine 
Grosbeak, both crossbills, Common Redpoll, and Evening Grosbeak all reported 
in small numbers. Purple Finch numbers were low. 
 I saved the rarities for last. The bird of the season was a Lewis’s 
Woodpecker in the Town of Richmond, Ontario County, a first Regional record 
and only the fifth State record. Many saw this cooperative bird. Not far behind 
in rarity was a Gray Kingbird, the third Regional record, discovered in the 
Town of Savannah by Dominic Sherony and seen by many. Dave Tetlow’s 
Boreal Chickadee at Hamlin Beach on 23 October was the first in the Region in 
a number of years. It occurred as part of a big movement of Black-capped 
Chickadees which saw over 1000 banded at the Kaiser-Manitou banding station 
over only a few days around this date. 
 September’s species total reached 213. This was nearly 10 species above 
the 10-year average. October topped out at 205 species, far eclipsing the 10-year 
average of 186.4. November totaled 146 species, 6.8 species above the 10-year 
average. Species for the year was almost identical to the 10-year average at 291. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 
 
b – banded; AL – T Albion, ORLE; AT – Auburn Trail, T Victor, MONR; BA – 
Burrows- Audubon Nature Center, T Victor, MONR; BB – Braddock Bay, T Greece, 
MONR; BR – end of Broadway Rd, T Wolcott, WAYN; C – T Carlton, ORLE; CL – 
Conesus Lake, Inlet, LIVI; CU – T Cuylerville, LIVI; Durand-Eastman park, MONR; EB 
– T East Barre, ORLE; G – T Greece, MONR; GE – T of Geneseo, LIVI; GR – 
Grieggsville, T York, LIVI; H – T Hamlin, MONR; HB – Hamlin Beach State Park, 
MONR; HHS – Harriet Hollister Spencer State Recreation Area, ONTA; HP – Hogan 
Point, T Greece, MONR; IB – Irondequoit Bay T Irondequoit, MONR; ICW – Island 
Cottage Woods, T Greece, MONR; K – T Kendall, ORLE; M – Manitou, MONR; MAC 
– Montezuma Audubon Center, T Savannah, WAYN; MP – Mendon Ponds County Park, 
T Mendon, MONR; O – T Ontario, WAYN; OB – Ontario Beach, Charlotte, MONR; OC 
– Oatka Creek Park, T Wheatland, MONR; P – T Parma, MONR; PE – Town Perinton, 
MONR; PI – T Pittsford, MONR; R – City of Rochester, MONR; S – T Savannah, 
WAYN; SP – Sodus Pt, WAYN; W – T Webster, MONR. 
 

WHISTLING-DUCKS – VULTURES 
Snow Goose: arr 2 H 12 Oct; max 250 S 21 
Nov. 
Brant: max 126 G 3 Oct; last 1 IB 24 Nov. 
Cackling Goose: max 13 W 3-8 Sep (BW). 
Trumpeter Swan: max 17 S 24 Nov. 
Tundra Swan: arr 6 G 8 Nov; max 82 CL 28 
Nov. 
Gadwall: max 36 G 2 Nov. 
Blue-winged Teal: max 100+ S 7 Sep; last 3 
BB 3 Nov. 
N. Pintail: max 184 HB 6 Oct. 

Green-winged Teal: max 85 S 12 Nov. 
Redhead: arr 5 BB 17 Sep. 
Ring-necked Duck: arr 1 BB 12 Sep. 
Greater Scaup: arr 2 HB 10 Sep; max 420 BR 
19 Nov. 
Lesser Scaup: arr 3 HB 10 Sep; max 360 G 16 
Nov. 
King Eider: arr 1 fem Pultneyville, WAYN 24 
Sep (MT); 1 HB 24 Nov (DT). 
Surf Scoter: arr 1 HB 25 Sep. 
White-winged Scoter: max 124 HB 1 Oct. 
Long-tailed Duck: max 363 HB 17 Nov. 
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Bufflehead: arr 9 HB 19 Oct; max 82 Honeoye 
Lake 7 Nov. 
Com. Goldeneye: arr 2 HB 9 Oct; max 135 HB 
19 Nov. 
Ruddy Duck: max 43 Honeoye Lake & G 7 
Nov. 
Red-throated Loon: arr 2 HB 25 Sep; max 117 
HB 24 Nov. 
Com. Loon: max 625 HB 14 Oct. 
Horned Grebe: arr 3 HB 21 Sep; max 137 BR 
12 Nov. 
Red-necked Grebe: 1-5 HB all Sep, unusual in 
Sep; max 141 HB 16 Nov. 
Double-crested Cormorant: max 1100 G 10 
Oct (Ji &LB). 
Great Egret: last 1 S 12-13 Nov (DT, SB, TL). 
Cattle Egret: arr 1 Honeoye Falls, MONR 29 
Oct (BC); last 1 County Line Road, 
MONR/WAYN 3-9 Nov (CV, mob). 
Green Heron: last S 17 Sep. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: last 1 G 1 Oct. 
Turkey Vulture: max 68 T Rush MONR 4 
Nov. 
BLACK VULTURE: 1 GE 5 Sep (JK); 1 W 
18 Sep (DT); 2 PE 15 Oct (GC). 
 

HAWKS – ALCIDS 
Osprey: last 1 T Murray, ORLE 29 Oct.1 
Honeoye Creek WMA  
N. Goshawk: 1 imm G 22 Sep (RS); 1 HB 26 
Oct (DS); 1 G 29 Oct (KG); 1 Honeoye Creek 
WMA 1 Nov (DT). 
Red-shouldered Hawk: 2 Canadice 11 Sep 
(CJ); 1 Letchworth State Park, LIVI, WYOM 
14 Oct (JA); 1 HHS 1 Nov, areas where they 
breed. 
Red-tailed Hawk (B.j. calarus): 1 H 21 Nov 
(DT). 
Rough-legged Hawk: arr 1 P 13 Oct; total 56 
sev all Nov. 
Golden Eagle: 1 SB WAYN 27 Oct (MT). 
Merlin: total 6 sev all Sep; total 18 sev all Oct; 
total 3 sev all Nov. 
Peregrine Falcon: total 8 sev all Sep; total 11 
sev all Oct; total 4 sev all Nov. 
Com. Moorhen: last 1 PE 16 Oct. 
Sandhill Crane: max 5 S 19 Sep; 2 T 
Richmond ONTA thru (FJ, et al). 
Am. Golden-Plover: max 105 HB 9 Sep; last 5 
EB 2 Nov (DT). 
Semipalmated Plover: last 1 EB 2 Nov (DT). 
Killdeer: max 300+ CU 1 Sep (JK). 
Spotted Sandpiper: last 1 OC 6 Oct. 
Solitary Sandpiper: last 1 BB 28 Oct. 
Greater Yellowlegs: last IB 24 Nov (KH). 
Upland Sandpiper: last 1 H 8 Sep. 

Whimbrel: 1 HB 3 Sep (DT); 1 K 26 Sep 
(WD’A, BP, CM). 
Hudsonian Godwit: arr 1 HB 10 Oct (AG); 
last 1 BB 19 Oct. 
Ruddy Turnstone: last 1 HB 7 Oct. 
Least Sandpiper: last 1 EB 2 Nov. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: arr 3 G 28 Sep; 
last 3 EB 2 Nov (DT). 
Baird’s Sandpiper: last 1 EB 2 Nov (DT). 
Pectoral Sandpiper: last 11 S 12 Nov. 
Purple Sandpiper: arr 1 Summerville Pier, T 
Irondequoit, MONR 3 Nov (GL); 1 IB 26 Nov. 
(AGa). 
Dunlin: max 300+ IB 29 Oct (KH); last 4 G 16 
Nov. 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: 1 H 5-6 Sep (AGu, 
RS); 1 CU 15 Sep (JK); 4 HB 21 Sep (RS). 
DOWITCHER SPECIES: LAST 7 HP 5 OCT 
(GL).  
Wilson’s Snipe: last EB 2 Nov. 
Am. Woodcock: last 1 T Sodus, WAYN 12 
Nov. 
Red Phalarope: arr 1 IB 22 Oct (AGa). 
phalarope species: 1 G 1 Sep (LB). 
Black-legged Kittiwake: arr 1 HB 9 Oct (DT); 
1imm 29 Oct Bear Creek, WAYN (DSh); 1 BR 
12 Nov (DT). 
SABINE’S GULL: 5 HB 15 Sep (DT, DS), 
Reg record high. 
Black-headed Gull: 1imm G 21 Oct (GL). 
Franklin’s Gull: 1 imm HB 25 Sep (AGu). 
Thayer’s Gull: arr 1 1st cycle IB 27 Nov (RS). 
Iceland Gull: arr 2nd cycle IB 27 Nov. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: 1ad PE 21 Oct; 
2ad Elba, GENE 23 Oct; total 3 sev all Nov. 
Caspian Tern: last 1 G 9 Oct. 
Black Tern: last 1 HB 10 Sep. 
Com. Tern: max 81 HB 4 Sep (MD, WS, RS); 
last 2 HB 12 Oct. 
Forster’s Tern: last 1 HB 4 Sep (MD, WS, 
RS). 
Pomarine Jaeger: 1 HB 3 Sep (MD, WS); 1 
HB 4 Sep (MD, WS, RS); 1 HB 9 Oct (AGu); 1 
HB 30 Oct (AGu), dark. 
Parasitic Jaeger: arr 2 HB 10 Sep (AG, RS); 1 
HB 16 Sep (AGu, R&SS); 1 HB 17 Sep 
(R&SS); 1 HB 18 Sep (AGu, RG); 1 HB 20 Sep 
(RG); 1 HB 1 Oct (RS); 1 BB 5 Oct (KG); max 
11 HB 12 Oct (AGu); 1 HB 12 Oct (RS); 1 HB 
16 Oct (RS); 2 HB 20 Oct (RS); 1 G 28 Oct 
(GL); 1 HB 30 Oct (AGu), lt/inter. 
Long-tailed Jaeger: 1 HB 21 Sep (RS); last 1 
G 9 Oct (Ji &LB). 
jaeger species: 1 HB 4 Sep (MD, WS, RS); 1 
HB 10 Sep (AGu, RS); 1 HB 18 Sep (AGu, 
RG); 1 HB 25 Sep (AGu); 2 HB 9 Oct (AGu). 
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PIGEONS – WOODPECKERS 
Eurasian Collared-Dove: 1-9 all season P, H; 
6 (2ad, 4 yg) H 14 Oct (AGu); max 9 P 22 Nov 
(DT). 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: last 2 W 10 Oct. 
Short-eared Owl: arr 1 H 12 Oct. 
N. Saw-whet Owl: last 1 DE 14 Nov (GC). 
Com. Nighthawk: max 16 R 7 Sep (DP). 
Whip-poor-will: 1b M 10 Sep, rarerly reported 
in fall migration. 
Chimney Swift: max 450 GR 10 Sep (JK); last 
17 GR 8 Oct. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: last 1 M 5 Oct. 
LEWIS’S WOODPECKER: 1 ad 30 OCT 
thru T Richmond, ONTA (mob), first Reg 
record. 
 

FLYCATCHERS – WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: arr 1 G 9 Sep. 
E. Wood-Pewee: last 1 WAYN 6 Oct. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: last 1b M 20 Sep. 
Acadian Flycatcher: last 1b M 8 Sep. 
Willow Flycatcher: last 1 G 12 Sep. 
Least Flycatcher: last 1 HB 23 Sep. 
empidonax species: last 1 R 1 Oct. 
Great Crested Flycatcher: last 1 OC14 Sep. 
E. Kingbird: last 1 Port Gibson, ONTA 5 Sep. 
GRAY KINGBIRD: 1 S 23 Oct (DS), 3rd Reg 
record. 
N. Shrike: arr 1 M 8 Oct. 
White-eyed Vireo: 1 imm BA 15 Sep (SD, JP); 
1 HB 16 Sep (R&SS); 1b M 10 Nov (BBB), 2nd 
latest Reg. 
Yellow-throated Vireo: last 1 OC 17 Sep. 
Blue-headed Vireo: last 1 R 17 Oct. 
Warbling Vireo: last 1 BB 2 Oct. 
Philadelphia Vireo: last 1b M 26 Sep. 
Red-eyed Vireo: 83b M 1ll Sep; last 1 M 17 
Oct. 
Horned Lark: max 65 K 21 Nov. 
Purple Martin: last 10 S 11 Sep. 
Tree Swallow: max 800 S 2 Oct. 
N. Rough-winged Swallow: last 5 S 19 Oct. 
Bank Swallow: last 1 M 3 Oct. 
Cliff Swallow: last 1 S 2 Oct. 
CAVE SWALLOW: arr 1 HB 23 Oct (DT); 1 
HB 27 Oct (AGu); 35 HB 23 Nov (DT); 35 G 
23 Nov (GL); 1 H 23 Nov (AGu); 111 K 23 
Nov (DT), going west; 30 K 23 Nov (DT), later 
going east; 110 K–BB 23 Nov (DT) roosting 
under bridges; 39 K-BB 24 Nov (mob); 3 M 25 
Nov (DT) heading west; 1 BB 25 Nov (DT), 
roosting under a bridge; 16 P 25 Nov thru (DT), 
at waste treatment plant; see note, this issue. 
Black-capped Chickadee: max 410b M 20 Oct 
(BBBO). 

BOREAL CHICKADEE: arr1 HB 23 Oct 
(DT). 
House Wren: last 1 S 5 Oct. 
Winter Wren: arr 2 M, S 11 Sep, 32b M 11-30 
Sep; max 43b M 12 Oct. 
Sedge Wren: last 1 HP 12-13 Oct (KG, GL). 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: max 45b M 12 Oct. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr 4b M 11 Sep; max 
54b M 2 Oct; last 2 G 21 Nov. 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: last 1 ICW 7 Sep. 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: arr 1b M 7 Sep; max 
26b M 23 Sep; last 1 HB 10 Oct. 
BICKNELL’S THRUSH: 1b M 18 Sep; 1b M 
10 Oct (BBO). 
Swainson’s Thrush: max 21b M 26 Sep; last 
1b& 1 M & T Ontario, WAYN 6 Oct. 
Hermit Thrush: arr 1 M 15 Sep; max 31 HB 
12 Oct. 
Wood Thrush: last 1 Chimney Bluffs, WAYN 
9 Oct. 
Am. Robin: max 5250 BR 12 Nov (DT); 1 HB 
29 Nov (RS), albino. 
Gray Catbird: total 3 sev 1-10 Nov. 
Am. Pipit: max 400+ CU 23 Oct; last 1 HB 23 
Nov. 
Bohemian Waxwing: arr 1 HB 3 Nov (DT); 2 
BR 12 Nov (DT); 1 W 15 Nov (GC); 75+ K 23 
Nov (DT). 
Cedar Waxwing: max 1590 BR 12 Nov (DT). 
 

LONGSPURS – WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: arr 1 HB 15 Sep. 
Snow Bunting: arr 1 H 5 Oct; max 320 G 12 
Nov. 
Blue-winged Warbler: last 1 M 5 Sep. 
“Brewster’s” Warbler: last 1b M 8 Sep.  
Tennessee Warbler: last 1b M 7 Oct. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: arr 1b M 21 Sep; 1 
H 23 Sep; 2 P 13 Oct; 1 BB 18 Oct; 1b M 26 
Oct. 
Nashville Warbler: last 1 Northampton Park, 
MONR 30 Oct.  
N. Parula: last 1 Stopover Transect 30 4 Oct. 
Yellow Warbler: last 1 CL 23 Sep.  
Chestnut-sided Warbler: last 2b M 23 Sep. 
Magnolia Warbler: max 82b M 11 Sep; last 1 
M 14 Oct. 
Cape May Warbler: last 1 M 14 Oct. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: last 1 PI 26 
Oct. 
Black-throated Green Warbler: last 1 PE 7 
Oct. 
Blackburnian Warbler: last 1 ICW 21 Sep. 
Prairie Warbler: last 1 M 23 Sep. 
Palm Warbler: arr 1 M 9 Sep; last 1 S M 2 
Oct.. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: last 1 OC 9 Oct. 
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Blackpoll Warbler: max 29b M 7 Oct; last 4 
BB 17 Oct. 
Black-and–white Warbler: last 1 Stopover 
Transect 117 4 Oct. 
Am. Redstart: last 1b M 11 Oct. 
Ovenbird: last 1 M 26 Sep. 
N. Waterthrush: last 1 M 26 Sep. 
Connecticut Warbler: 1b M 2 Sep (BBBO); 1 
M 11 Sep (DT); 1 AT 16 Sep (SD); 1 R 16 Oct 
(KH), record late. 
Mourning Warbler: last 1 M 22 Sep. 
Hooded Warbler: last 1b M 25 Sep. 
Wilson’s Warbler: last 1b M 25 Sep. 
Canada Warbler: last 1b M 11 Sep. 

TANAGERS – WEAVERS 
 E. Towhee: last 1 HB 29 Nov. 
Am. Tree Sparrow: arr 1 BB 2 Oct. 
Vesper Sparrow: last 1 AL 16 Nov. 
Savannah Sparrow: last 1 AL 16 Nov. 
Nelson’s Sparrow: arr 1 S 10 Oct (NC); 1 HP 
12 Oct (KG, GL); 1 P 13 Oct (DT). 
Fox Sparrow: arr 1b M 1 Oct; last 1 G 21 Nov. 
Song Sparrow: max 638 P 13 Oct (DT). 
Lincoln’s Sparrow: last 1 M 14 Oct. 
Swamp Sparrow: max 81 P 13 Oct (DT). 

White-throated Sparrow: arr 1b M 10 Sep; 
max 175b M 1 Oct; total 1459b M 10 Sep-16 
Nov. 
White-crowned Sparrow: arr 2 PI 17 Sep. 
Scarlet Tanager: last 1 R 3 Oct. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: last 1 AT 7 Oct. 
Indigo Bunting: last 1 CU 2 Oct. 
Dickcissel: 1 H 26 Oct (AGu); 1 HB 3 Nov 
(DT). 
Bobolink: last 1 P 3 Nov (DT), Reg record late. 
Red-winged Blackbird: max 90,000 S 23 Oct 
(NYSOA YBC). 
Eastern Meadowlark: last 1 H 13 Nov. 
Rusty Blackbird: max 18 ICW 2 Nov (GL). 
Com. Grackle: max 812,947 S 23 Oct 
(NYSOA YBC). 
Brown-headed Blackbird: max 698 S 23 Oct 
(AB). 
Baltimore Oriole: last 1 Mt. Morris, LIVI 2 
Oct. 
Pine Grosbeak: 1 G 9 Nov (DT), only report. 
Red Crossbill: arr 1 BR 12 Nov (DT). 
White-winged Crossbill: arr 2 M 8 Nov (DT). 
Evening Grosbeak: arr 3 T Sodus, WAYN 30 
Oct (JM). 

 
 

=== 
 

REGION 3—FINGER LAKES 
 

Tom Johnson 
150 Triphammer Rd, Ithaca, NY 14850 

tbj4@cornell.edu 
 
Weather metrics were fairly typical during this fall migration season. Average 
temperatures during September, October, and November were very close to the 
long term averages for those months. Though rainfall in September and 
November was close to the long term average, 3.34" in September and 3.10" in 
November, October was way off the charts with a 7.02" total, 3.78" of that on 
the 1st of that month. Overall, October more than doubled its normal 
precipitation total of 3.23" this year. No snow was recorded during the fall 
season. Weather data used in this report come from the Northeast Regional 
Climate Center at Cornell University at: 
http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/climate/ithaca/index.html. 
 The unusual part of the weather story that doesn’t necessarily come out in 
a brief look at temperature and precipitation is the strong pattern of back-to-back 
cold fronts and accompanying northwest winds this fall. Perhaps due in part to 
this train of fronts, birders across eastern North America will remember this 
season for its interesting migration phenomena and high volume of rarities. 




