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REGION 4—SUSQUEHANNA 
 
No report for Region 4 was received this season. 

 
 
 

REGION 5—ONEIDA LAKE BASIN 
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281 Baum Road, Hastings, New York, 13076 

wpurcell@twcny.rr.com 
 
The season was slightly warmer and wetter than normal. The average 
temperature for September was 63.1° F., 1.8° above normal, with 5.26" 
precipitation, 1.11" above normal. October's averages were 51.3º F, 1.2º above 
normal, and 4.10" of precipitation, 0.90" above normal. The November average 
temperature was 40.8º, 1.1º above normal, with 2.93" of precipitation, 0.84" 
below normal. Smaller Adirondack lakes were freezing by 25 November. 
 The water level at Delta Lake remained high into September affecting 
numbers of waterfowl, especially teal, shorebirds, and Great Egret. Snow Geese 
were uncommon through the season, waiting for December cold fronts to move 
through, while Brant numbers were good, with about 4100 moving past Derby 
Hill over the last half of October. Cackling Geese were reported from three sites. 
Few Blue-winged Teal were noted away from Howland Island, and, overall, 
counts of dabbling and diving ducks were not high even though there was good 
opportunity for migration on and following several October cold fronts. 
 There was only a single Canvasback reported, and the large flock of scaup 
and Common Goldeneye seen in recent years at the east end of Oneida Lake 
never materialized. There was a record count of Black Scoters on Onondaga 
Lake and one good flight of White-winged Scoters at Derby Hill. Red-necked 
Grebes were seen over most of season. Cattle Egrets invaded southern Oneida 
County as Jody Hildreth found at least three, and possibly as many as five, in 
late October. Single Black-crowned Night-Herons were seen at three locations. 
 The prevailing northwest winds this season did little to concentrate 
southbound hawks moving through our area. Two of the best days for raptors 
came on south winds at Derby Hill; on 3 September a juvenile Mississippi Kite 
came by with several other species of dispersing hawks and on 14 November ten 
Rough-legged Hawks moved past. Three Golden Eagles were reported over the 
season, while Merlin and Peregrine Falcon were reported in expected numbers. 
 Common Moorhen and American Coot were the only rails found, and the 
single Sandhill Crane report was from Howland Island, adjacent to a Region 2 
breeding site. Other than our sod farm and the Lake Ontario barrier beach, there 
was not much shorebird habitat, and counts for most species were low. Buff-
breasted Sandpiper at the sod farm and Purple Sandpiper at Fair Haven were at 




