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NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS  
 
 

ADDITIONS TO THE NEW YORK STATE CHECKLIST 
 
The New York State Avian Records Committee (NYSARC) has voted to add 
three species to the New York State Checklist under the new ‘accelerated 
review’ policy (NYSARC 2009, Kingbird 59(3): 235). The three additions are: 
 
1. Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna autumnalis) on the basis of 
three separate sightings that were part of a larger incursion into the northeast: 
five individuals, Oneida Lake, Onondaga, May 2010, one individual at Jamaica 
Bay Wildlife Refuge, Queens, Jul-Aug 2010, and one individual at Tonawanda 
Wildlife Management Area, Genesee, Aug 2010. 
 
2. Common Ground-Dove (Columbina passerina) on the basis of a bird from 
Captree State Park, Suffolk, Oct-Nov 2010. 
 
3. Hermit Warbler (Dendroica occidentalis) based on a first-fall female at 
Sunken Meadow State Park, Suffolk in Dec 2010. 
 
Full details of these exciting records will be published in the 2010 NYSARC 
Annual Report, as is customary, but it is worth mentioning that all of these 
individuals were thoroughly documented with excellent color photographs and 
written reports from multiple observers. With these inclusions, the NYS list now 
stands at 478 species. 
 
Submitted on behalf of the New York Sate Avian Records Committee: Angus 
Wilson (Chair), Jeanne Skelly (Secretary), Jeffrey S. Bolsinger, Thomas W. 
Burke, Willie D’Anna, Andrew Guthrie, Tom Johnson, and Dominic Sherony. 
 
 
 

THE 111TH CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT IN NEW YORK STATE 
 
A decade has passed since the National Audubon Society discontinued 
publication of complete Christmas Bird Count data, choosing instead to make 
CBC data accessible exclusively through an online database. Despite its many 
obvious advantages, this database poses a number of inconveniences—and even 
serious obstacles—to potential users of CBC data, some of which were 
discussed six years ago in an editorial note in The Kingbird (Volume 55, pp. 
107-109). This note concluded that a static and comprehensive archive of the 
data collected each year is an invaluable safe-guard against the ambiguities that 
inevitably creep into dynamic databases as taxonomy and review standards 
change over time.  
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Since that time, The Kingbird has hosted data from NYS CBCs with the 
intention of preserving such an archive and presenting it in an easily browsable 
format. Despite its merits, this printed archive has come at a considerable cost in 
terms of space allocations in this quarterly journal, and it has been pointed out 
that the key qualities of the archive are its permanence, comprehensiveness, and 
accessibility—not the print medium itself. Indeed, a browsable digital file 
format is arguably the preferable means of presenting the archive. 

This year, the complete results of the 111th Christmas Bird Count in New 
York State have been collated and archived in a document that may be 
downloaded and printed from the NYSOA website: 
 

http://www.nybirds.org/Publications/kingbird.htm 
 
Hard copies of this file, formatted to the page size of The Kingbird, are also 
available upon request from Shaibal S. Mitra, Biology Department, College of 
Staten Island, Staten Island, NY 10314.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


