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fascinating to tease apart the roles played by changes in taxonomy (affecting the 
perceived status of Richardson’s), improvements in identification knowledge (affecting 
the perceived status of Ross’s and Richardson’s), and shifts in people’s subjective 
attitudes toward certainty vs. probability (affecting the perceived status of Barnacle and 
Pink-footed). This spring’s Regional Reports tell both the biological and the sociological 
stories quite compellingly, through the repeated notations of increasing abundance and 
earlier northbound passage of the common species, Snow and Canada Geese (thank you 
eBird!), and through the bold-faced entries for the chaseable objects of list lust named 
above. It really is extraordinary to contrast the matter of fact exposition of the Lower 
Hudson Valley’s second Pink-footed Goose (which was actually regarded as an annoying 
inconvenience by some cynical Long Island year-listers) with the excitement, drama, and 
old-fashioned birding talent surrounding David Wheeler’s discovery of Region 5’s first 
record, and his companions’ role in finding what was likely the same bird a week later in 
Region 3. This Pink-footed Goose, imbued with layers of biological and sociological 
meaning, is my choice for Bird of the Season. 
 
 

=== 
 
 

SPRING ARRIVAL DATES FOR 2013 
 

Region Species 
Reported1 

Seasonality2 
vs. 1987-13 

Advance3 
(Days) 

Record 
Early Spp. 

1 92 -3.40 -4.02 10 
2 92 -1.87 -3.46 6 
3 93 -2.48 -3.76 4 
4 84 -0.79 3.56 2 
5 93 -1.91 -1.16 5 
6 89 -3.45 4.20 6 
7 84 0.22 9.36 3 
8 85 -3.30 -0.13 2 
9 82 -1.20 -1.95 2 
10 79 0.65 -2.64 1 

 
1Maximum number of species = 93. 
2Average arrival in a Region compared to that Region’s 27-year average. 
3Average arrival in a Region compared to the average of all Regions. 
 
Given difficulties in estimating arrivals of some species in some Regions, estimates of 
Seasonality and Advance should be interpreted with caution. 
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