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REGION 9—HUDSON-DELAWARE 
 

Michael Bochnik 
70 Hutchinson Boulevard, Mt Vernon, NY 10552 

BochnikM@cs.com 
 
The first week of the season was very warm with Poughkeepsie reaching 92° F 
on 6 September. The month was wet with 4.28" of rain, 0.75" above average. 
October was also warm with the average daily temperature 4.1° above normal. 
Precipitation was normal. November saw wild swings in temperature, with 
Poughkeepsie reaching a high of 72° on 4 November and a low of 10° on 29 
November. The most notable weather event was the Nor’easter from 26 to 27 
November, which dumped up to a foot of snow in the northern areas of Region 
9. 
 An early Greater White-fronted Goose was reported from Weeping Spruce 
Preserve, Amenia on 2 October. Cackling Goose reports continue to increase as 
people are more aware of their possibility. Two Tundra Swan passed by Mount 
Peter on 30 October. 
 Red-shouldered Hawk numbers were up at area hawk watches, with record 
numbers passing by—136 at Mount Peter and 306 at Hook Mountain. Both 
Osprey and Broad-winged Hawk had late sightings in November. 
 A RED PHALAROPE was a one day wonder along the Harlem Valley 
Rail Trail in Amenia on 12 October. 
 James Coe found a Black-headed Gull on Premium Mill Pound, 
Larchmont on 28 November. It was relocated on 30 November off Five Island 
Park, New Rochelle. It was seen and photographed by a number of other birders. 
This is only the second record for Westchester County. 
 An empidonax flycatcher was observed at Black Creek Preserve, Esopus 
on 30 November by Malcolm Grant; a detailed description was given. It did not 
vocalize and was presumed to be Least Flycatcher. Attempts to relocate and 
photograph it were unsuccessful. 
 American Pipits numbers were more numerous this fall, and the past few 
years have shown more overwintering. It could be a sign that their general 
population numbers are up as well. 
 Rob Stone found a Lark Sparrow at the Wallkill NWR north of Stateline 
Road on 5 September, and it was observed by at least two other birders. This is 
Orange County’s third record. 
 A single Red Crossbill along with a few reports of Common Redpoll and 
Evening Grosbeak gives hope for an interesting winter with some finches 
present. 
 Other notable species include: Western Sandpiper, Snowy Owl, Sedge 
Wren, Lapland Longspur, Orange-crowned Warbler, Connecticut Warbler, and 
Nelson's Sparrow. 
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WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 
Greater White-fronted Goose: Weeping 
Spruce Preserve, Amenia 2 Oct (DF). 
Snow Goose: max 1400 FNC, Kingston 30 
Nov. 
Cackling Goose: Greig Farm, Redhook 9 Oct; 
2 Wallkill 14 Oct; Weeping Spruce Preserve, 
Amenia 2 Oct; Stone Ridge 1 Nov; Mashomak 
4 Nov; 1-2 Amenia 8, 9, 10, 28 Nov; Kingston 
P 30 Nov. 
Tundra Swan: 2 Mt Peter 30 Oct (HS).  
Surf Scoter: Yankee L 12 Oct (JH,AB,SB); 
Kiamesha L 23 Oct (LV,JH); m Piermont 21,23 
Nov (CW); Hudson Mills 24 Oct (CV); EGR 27 
Nov. 
White-winged Scoter: Swan L 23 Oct (JH); 
Sylvan L 6,14 Dec (CP, AP); CPP 9, 10 Nov; 3 
EGR 25 Nov; 14 EGR 27 Nov. 
Black Scoter: Ashokan Res 27 Oct (PS); 2 MC 
31 Oct, 1, 4, 5 Nov; 10 Neversink Res 1 Nov 
(JH, AB); CPP 9, 10 Nov. 
Long-tailed Duck: 7 Denning’s Point 27 Oct; 
Neversink Res 1 Nov; 3 New Hamburg 15 Nov. 
Ring-necked Pheasant: Bashakill 17 Oct. 
C. Loon: 21 Mt Peter 2 Nov. 
Horned Grebe: Sylvan L 4, 10, 15 Nov; CPP 
9, 10 Nov. 
N. Gannet: EGR 16, 23 Oct; 6 EGR 27 Nov. 
Great Cormorant: Shenorock 5-12 Sep, early. 

Am. Bittern: Buttercup West 12 Oct; Iona 
Island 14 Oct; Kingston Point 26 Oct; MC 1 
Nov. 
Snowy Egret: Kingston Point 1 Sep. 
 

HAWKS - LARIDS 
Osprey: CPP 8 Nov (AW); Mount Peter Hawk 
Watch 14 Nov, late (JCi). 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: 101 Mt Peter 20 Oct. 
N. Goshawk: FNC, Kingston 22 Oct; Bear 
Mountain Hawk Watch 4 Nov; Mt Peter 12 
Nov. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: 16 Mt Peter 24 Oct, 4 
Nov (JCi). 
Broad-winged Hawk: 620 Sterling Forest 14 
Sep; 2340 Mt Peter 14 Sep; Bear Mountain 
Hawk Watch 4 Nov, late. 
Red-tailed Hawk: 179 Mt Peter 2 Nov. 
Rough-legged Hawk: Wappingers 2 Nov; CPP 
28-30 Nov. 
Golden Eagle: Mt Peter 20, 26, 27 Oct; FNC, 
Kingston 22 Oct; Bashakill 27 Oct (JH,SB); 
Bear Mountain Hawk Watch 4 Nov; 3 Mt Peter 
4 Nov. 
C. Gallinule: 6 Hudson valley Rail Trail, 
Amenia 30 Sep, 1, 2, 12 Oct (AP). 
Am. Golden-Plover: Morningside P 23 Sep; 
Kingston 26 Sep; 5 Kingston 27 Sep. 
Am. Oystercatcher: 4 MC 10, 12 Sep. 
Ruddy Turnstone: 2 Esopus Meadows 14 Sep. 
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Sanderling: Kingston Point 1 Sep. 
Baird’s Sandpiper: Warren Sod Farm 1 Sep; 
Apollo Plaza, Monticello 29 Sep. 
Pectoral Sandpiper: 5 Saugerties 6 Sep; 
Morningside P 7 Sep; 7 Woodstock 29 Sep; 4 
Marbletown 30 Sep; MC 8 Oct; 2 Rondout Res 
21 Oct; CPP 24 Oct; Stewart State Forest 10 
Nov; 5 Pine Plains 13,14 Nov. 
Western Sandpiper: MC 12 Sep (TB). 
Short-billed Dowitcher: MC 2 Sep. 
dowitcher sp: Millbrook 28 Nov (DR, AP). 
RED PHALAROPE (R9): Harlem Valley Rail 
Trail, Amenia 12 Oct (CV, AB). 
Bonaparte's Gull: Sleightsburgh 23 Sep; 
Rondout Res 22 Oct; Yankee L 27 Oct; 12 EGR 
3 Nov; Rhinebeck 19 Nov; 4 Blue Chip Farm 
25 Nov. 
Black-headed Gull: Larchmont/NewRochelle 
28,30 Nov (JCo, BV), 2nd record WEST. 
Iceland Gull: Port Chester 29 Nov (NB). 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: Kingston Point 17-
20 Sep (MD, RM, FM). 
 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Snowy Owl: Woodbourne 7 Nov (JH). 
Long-eared Owl: CPP 22 Nov. 
Short-eared Owl: 2 SGNWR 1 Nov; 6 
SGNWR 25 Nov. 
N. Saw-whet Owl: Woodstock 31 Oct, 13 Nov. 
Com. Nighthawk: 16 SGNWR 16 Sep; 12 
Hastings-on-Hudson 29 Sep; Bashakill 2 Oct. 
E. Whip-poor-will: MC 1, 6 Sep; Parksville 9 
Sep. 
Chimney Swift: 80 Chappaqua 5 Oct; flock 
Fishkill 16 Nov, late. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: 5-6 Weston Swamp 
28 Sep, 11Oct. 
Monk Parakeet: Haverstraw 15 Nov. 
 
 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: Mt Peter 24 Sep. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: Bashakill 5 Sep; 
Buttercup Scat 20 Sep. 
Least Flycatcher: Black Creek Preserve, Ulster 
30 Nov. 
empidonax flycatcher: Black Creek Preserve, 
Esopus 30 Nov (MG), intro. 
Philadelphia Vireo: Depot Hill 2 Sep; 
Bashakill 7, 14 Sep; FNC, Kingston 15 Sep; 
Saugerties 16 Sep; Stanford 25 Sep; Ulster Park 
26 Sep; 4 Bashakill 21 Sep; MC 25 Sep. 

Horned Lark: 300 Marbletown 22 Nov; 175 
CPP 29 Nov. 
Sedge Wren: Bashakill 2 Oct (JH). 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: Rockland L 15 Oct 
(CW). 
Bicknell’s Thrush: vocalizing, Esopus Bend 
Nature Preserve, Saugerties 19 Sep (SC). 
Am. Pipit: 2 CPP 20 Sep; 75 Amenia 19 Oct; 
50 Secor Farm 20 Oct; 75 Baird P 26 Oct; 26 
CPP 27 Oct; 200 Hurley 27 Sep; 100 
Marbletown 11 Oct; 10 Piermont 31 Oct; 32 
CPP 11 Nov; 50 Piermont 27 Nov. 
 

LONGSPURS – WARBLERS 
Lapland Longspur: Marbletown 22, 23 Nov 
(PS); 2-3 CPP 29-30 Nov (PP, MB). 
Snow Bunting: 5 Piermont 1 Nov; Bashakill 2 
Nov; 13 Parksville 3 Nov; 6 CPP 11 Nov; 15 
Piermont 19 Nov; 3 Kingston 22 Nov; 17 EGR 
28 Nov. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: MC 10 Nov (TB). 
Connecticut Warbler: Bashakill 17 Sep (JH); 
EGR 27 Sep (SC). 
Mourning Warbler: Bashakill 18 Sep. 
Cape May Warbler: Poughkepsie 12 Sep; 
Depot Hill 14 Sep; Rye 23 Sep; MC 1 Oct. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: Depot Hill 2 Sep; 
Bashakill 15,26 Sep; Saugerties 16 Sep; 
Woodstock 17 Sep; Esopus 20 Sep; 2 Cary IES 
24 Sep. 
 

TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
Am. Tree Sparrow: arr 10 Oct. 
Vesper Sparrow: max 12 CPP 27 Oct. 
Lark Sparrow: Wallkill NWR 5 Sep (RS, JH, 
SB), 3rd record ORAN. 
Nelson's Sparrow: MC 24, 31 Oct (TB). 
Lincoln’s Sparrow: Bashakill 21,26 Sep; CPP 
24 Oct; Chelsea 22 Nov (CP), late. 
White-throated Sparrow: arrived in southern 
Region 9 CPP 22 Sep. 
White-crowned Sparrow: max 12 Amenia 2 
Oct (DK); 8 Amenia 14 Oct; 9 CPP 27 Oct 
(AS); many reports. 
Red Crossbill: f Kiamesha L 12 Oct (JH). 
C. Redpoll: 3 FNC 14 Nov, 15 Kingston 30 
Nov (MD). 
Pine Siskin: a few trickled in early the last 
week of Sep; 172 Mt Peter 10 Nov. 
Evening Grosbeak: MC 27 Oct (TB); 
Woodstock 31 Oct (PS); 12 Rye 11 Nov (TB). 

 
=== 
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