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REGION 3—FINGER LAKES 

Bill Ostrander 
80 Westmont Ave., Elmira, NY 14905 

browncreeper9@gmail.com

The Finger Lakes Region experienced continued drought conditions through the 
summer 2016 season. June temperatures were normal at Ithaca, averaging 65° F, 
but the 1.1" of rainfall was 2.9" below normal. July temperatures averaged 79°, 
2° above normal, with average daily high temperatures averaging 4° above 
normal. The 1.64" of rainfall was 2.19" below normal. The average temperature 
in August was 72°, 5° above normal. Rainfall was 4.28", 0.59" above normal. 
The drought conditions had mixed effects on shorebird habitat, completely 
drying up some normally productive areas while lowering water levels in 
normally inundated areas, creating good habitat for shorebirds. 

It was an exciting summer for birders, with several rarities visiting the 
Region. Out-of-season waterfowl included an early July Tundra Swan and up to 
four Ring-necked Ducks through most of July and August at Montezuma 
National Wildlife Refuge (MNWR), single Buffleheads at Elmira in early July 
and at Seneca Falls in mid-July, scattered reports of Common Goldeneyes from 
various locations around Cayuga Lake, and Red-breasted Merganser reports 
from Cayuga Lake, Keuka Lake, Canandaigua Lake, and MNWR. The Red-
throated Loon that first appeared at Canandaigua in late April continued through 
3 June. Jay McGowan discovered a Garganey at MNWR on 5 June and 
observers continued to see the bird for another 11 days. If accepted by 
NYSARC, it will constitute a first New York State record. Six Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks showed up at the Allan H. Treman State Marine Park in 
Ithaca on 10 July, the Region’s first record of this species. A Eurasian Wigeon 
was at MNWR for a few days in late June. 

Another first record for the Region was a Brown Booby that Michele 
Merritt discovered at the north end of Cayuga Lake on 28 August. Mark Miller 
found a Yellow-crowned Night-Heron on 31 July, at MNWR. A search of the 
online Kingbird archives revealed only two previous records of this species in 
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the Region. A Little Blue Heron visited Sapsucker Woods on 12 June. A Black 
Vulture dined at the Stevenson Road compost piles in Dryden on 13 July. 
 Stacey Robinson found the Region’s first Black-necked Stilt at MNWR 
on 18 June, where it continued through 21 June. The only reports of Whimbrel 
came from MNWR on 11 June and from Seneca Lake State Park on 24 August. 
Doug Daniels found an impressive 22 Ruddy Turnstones on the shores of 
Canandaigua Lake on 10 June. Assigning shorebird reports to spring migration 
or fall migration was especially difficult this year. Lone Semipalmated Plover, 
Least Sandpiper, and White-rumped Sandpiper at MNWR on 23 June were all 
midway between clear last spring dates and first fall dates for those species. A 
Little Gull on Cayuga Lake for the first five days in June was the most unusual 
gull report. A Lesser Black-backed Gull frequented Cayuga Lake and the 
Stevenson Road compost piles through most of the summer, and another 
frequented the Chemung River in Elmira through most of August. Ian Davies 
counted 54 Black Terns at MNWR on 14 June, an encouraging number for this 
species. Jay McGowan spotted two Forster’s Terns at Stewart Park, Ithaca on 6 
August. 
 Red-headed Woodpeckers successfully nested at MNWR again this year. 
Other reports of the species came from the Town of Catharine and the Town of 
Starkey. Acadian Flycatcher reports came from five locations in the Region. An 
estimated 8500 Barn Swallows at Queen Catharine Marsh was a high number 
for the Region in at least the last fifteen years. 
 Tim Lenz and Jay McGowan kayaked on the Clyde River on 17 July and 
found a family of five Prothonotary Warblers including both adults, two 
fledglings, and one nestling. The rebound of Cape May Warbler from being a 
Regional rarity to being a fairly common migrant continues, with 13 at one 
location in the Town of Danby on 30 August. The only report of Yellow-
breasted Chat came from the Finger Lakes Trail in the Town of Urbana. 
 Henslow’s Sparrows returned to a grassland in the Town of Ithaca, with as 
many as three singing males reported. Warren Rofe photographed a Nelson’s 
Sparrow at MNWR on 10 June, for a rare summer record of this species. Clay-
colored Sparrow was only reported from two locations. A Dickcissel was 
reported for three days at the Lott Farm in the Town of Seneca Falls. The 
highest count of Grasshopper Sparrow was only two, an ominous sign for this 
species. The species was reported from ten locations scattered throughout the 
Region. Orchard Orioles are apparently doing well, especially in the southern 
portion of the Cayuga Lake Basin. Jay McGowan’s count of 12 at Myers Point 
was a Regional high for a single site. The only report away from the southern 
half of the Cayuga Lake Basin was from Bath. “Winter” finch reports included 
Red Crossbills heard calling at Summerhill and Hammond Hill State Forests and 
Pine Siskins from four Tompkins County locations. 



300 The Kingbird 2016 December; 66 (4) 

 
CONTRIBUTORS 

 
Dennis Anderson, Tom Auer, Andrew Baksh, Eric Baldo, Marcia Balestri, 
Andrew Barndt, Jessie Barry, Sue Barth, Doug Beattie, Betty Beckham, Linda 
Clark Benedict, Steven Benedict, Gail Benson, Lynn Bergmeyer, Anthony 
Black, Steve Branson, Joseph Brin, Nancy Brooks, Tayler Brooks, Robert 
Buckert, Sara Burch, Ken Burdick, Sebastian Cabanne, Lea Callan, Kathy 
Calvert, Brad Carlson, Donna Carter, Ethan Chaffee, David Chang, Mark Chao, 
Gary Chapin, George Chiu, Anthony Ciancimino, Tiffany Clay, Jeremy 
Collison, Mark Danforth, Doug Daniels, Susan Danskin, Abby Darrah, Ian 
Davies, Michael DeWispelaere, Lauren diBiccari, Andrew Dreelin, Ray Duffy, 
Gates Dupont, Kevin Ebert, Kim Ehn, Corey Ellingson, Jody Enck, Ana Melisa 
Fernandes, Judy Ferris, Wayne Fidler, Kelly & Mark Fitzsimmons, Myron 
Frost, John Gaglione, Jeff Gerbracht, Nathan Goldberg, Menachem Goldstein, 
Michael Gullo, Eric Gulson, Andrew Guthrie, Richard Guthrie, Scott Haber, 
Christian Hagenlocher, Amy Hall, Becky Harbison, Meena Haribal, John Hart, 
Kim Hartquist, Matthew Heintzelman, Silas Hernandez, Wesley Hochachka, 
Dan Hubbard, Mary & Maury Humes, Marshall Iliff, Jasdev Imani, Debra 
Jackson, Matthew Janson, Ava Jarvis, Andy Johnson, Kyle Jones, Nick Kachala, 
Logan Kahle, Francois Kehas-Dewaghe, Steve Kelling, Kenneth Kemphues, 
Dave Kennedy, Marie King, Justin Kintzele, J Gary Kohlenberg, Stuart 
Krasnoff, Chris Lajewski, Leona Lauster, Greg Lawrence, Alexander Lees, Tim 
Lenz, Kyra Leonardi, Evan Lipton, Angela Lleras, Trysten Loefke, Garrett 
MacDonald, Mary Magistro, Patricia Martin, Jacob McCartney, Tii McLane, 
Kevin McGann, Jay McGowan, Kevin McGowan, Perri McGowan, Bob 
McGuire, Matthew D. Medler, Michele Merritt, Jim Miles, Eliot Miller, Mark 
Miller, Ann Mitchell, Pete Morris, Brian Morse, Brooke Morse, Diane Morton, 
Nargila Moura, Bruce Murphy, Baxter Naday, Susan Newman, David Nicosia, 
Dave Nutter, James Osborn, Bill Ostrander, Pat Palladino, Teresa Pegan, Gareth 
Perkins, Jay Powell, Peter Priolo, Mike Powers, Calen Randall, William Raup, 
Madelyne Ray, Art Reisman, Griffin Richards, Stacy Robinson, Warren Rofe, 
Anna Rose, Ken Rosenberg, Dan Rottino, Melissa & Wade Rowley, Alyssa 
Ryan, Livia Santana, Marjolein Schat, Michael Schrimpf, Tom Schulenberg, 
Linda Scrima, Luke Seitz, A Serpiello, Dan Serpiello, Tom Shepard, Dominic 
Sherony, Hugh Shipley, Antony Shrimpton, Eric Sibbald, David Sibley, Maria 
Smith, Joshua Snodgrass, Andrew Spencer, Dave Spier, Kimberly Sucy, Brian 
Sullivan, Rose Swift, Jim Tarolli, Russell Taylor, Diane Traina, Vitor Valentini, 
Benjamin Van Doren, Grant Van Horn, Lee Ann van Leer, Kai Victor, Matthew 
Voelker, Brad Walker, Randy Walker, Claire Wayner, David Weber, Drew 
Weber, David Wheeler, Eileen & Tom Wheeler, Jay Wilbur, Joe Wing, Chris 
Wood, Thomas Yaglowski, Casey Zillman. 
 



The Kingbird 2016 December; 66 (4) 301  

ABBREVIATIONS 
 
CanL – Canandaigua L, City of Canandaigua; CU – Cornell University; DSF – 
Danby SF, TOMP; HHSF – Hammond Hill SF, TOMP; ML – Mud Lock, 
CAYU; MNWR – Montezuma NWR; MyPt – Myers Pt, TOMP; NEI – 
Northeast Ithaca; QCM – Queen Catharine Marsh, SCHU; SRCP – Stevenson 
Rd compost piles, TOMP StP – Stewart P, TOMP; TDan – T Danby, TOMP; 
TDry – T Dryden, TOMP; TIth – T Ithaca, TOMP; TSMP – Allan H Treman 
State Marine P, TOMP. 
 

WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 
BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK: 6 
TSMP 10 Jul (mob, ph!), 1st Reg record. 
Mute Swan: 2 Clifton Springs Hospital Pd 7 
Jun-24 Aug (DSp), only report. 
TUNDRA SWAN (R3): MNWR 5-17 Jul 
(mob, ph!), very rare in summer. 
EURASIAN WIGEON (R3): MNWR 21-23 
Jun (mob, ph!), rare in summer. 
Am. Wigeon: max 27 MNWR 18 Jun (TLe, 
CWo), high. 
Am. Black Duck: max 20 MNWR 5-13 Jun 
(mob), high. 
N. Shoveler: max 80 MNWR 27 Aug (DNi), 
high. 
GARGANEY: MNWR 5-16 Jun (mob, ph!), 
possible 1s7 State record. 
RING-NECKED DUCK (R3): 1-4 MNWR 2 
Jul-25 Aug (mob, ph!), rare in summer. 
BUFFLEHEAD (R3): Chemung R, T Elmira 
CHEM 30 Jun-15 Jul (BO!); Seneca R, T 
Seneca Falls SENE 17 Jul (CL, ph), rare in 
summer. 
Com. Goldeneye: 2 ML 5 Jun, 17 Jul 
(M&WRo, ph, LSc); Frontenac P CAYU 9-10 
Jul (JMcG, ph); TSMP 12 Jul (K&MFi, ph); 
Cayuga Waterfront Trail TOMP 19 Jul (MHa). 
Red-breasted Merganser: Union Springs 1 
Jun (JMcG, LSa); 1-2 MyPt 3-7 Jun (mob, ph); 
CanL 8-13 Jun (mob, ph); Keuka L, Branchport 
(DJ); max 4 ML 4 Jul (SC, ALe, NM, ph), high; 
MNWR 5 Jul (KJ, TM); ML 9 Jul (JMcG, ph); 
ML 21 Jul (CL). 
Ruddy Duck: 1-2 MNWR 5-14 Jun, 9 Jul, 26 
Aug. 
Ruffed Grouse: max 10 Boyer Creek Farm 
TOMP 14 Aug. 
RED-THROATED LOON (R3): CanL 1-3 
Jun (DCa, ph!, HS, DSp), rare in summer. 
Com. Loon: max 13 Seneca L, T Torrey 10 Jul. 
BROWN BOOBY: ML 28 Aug (MiMe, ph), 
1st Reg record. 

LITTLE BLUE HERON (R3): Sapsucker 
Woods TOMP 12 Jun (mob, ph). 
YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON 
(R3): MNWR 31 Jul (MGo!, MMi, DNu!, JS, 
ph!). 
BLACK VULTURE (R3): SRCP 13 Jul 
(CWo!). 
Turkey Vulture: max 134 SRCP 18 Aug 
(JMcG), high. 
 

HAWKS - LARIDS 
N. Goshawk: TDan 4 Jun (JGK), only report. 
Sora: max 6 MNWR (JK, CZ), high. 
Am. Coot: max 305 MNWR 23 Aug (BO), 
high. 
Sandhill Crane: max 18 MNWR 12 Jun; 4 
QCM 17 Jul-21 Aug; Hi Tor WMA YATE 7-30 
Aug. 
BLACK-NECKED STILT: MNWR 18-21 
Jun (mob, ph!), 1st Reg record. 
Black-bellied Plover: last MNWR 11 Jun 
(GaCh, JMi, ASh), late; arr MyPt 6 Aug. 
Am. Golden-Plover: arr MNWR 27 Aug. 
Semipalmated Plover: last MNWR 23 Jun 
(DrW), late; arr MNWR 3 Jul (JGK), early. 
Solitary Sandpiper: last MNWR 1 Jun; arr 
MNWR 24 Jun; max 27 QCM 23 Jul (TB, ID, 
ASp), high. 
Greater Yellowlegs: last MNWR 6 Jun (mob), 
late; arr MNWR 13 Jun (JO), early. 
Lesser Yellowlegs: last MNWR 6 Jun (JMcG), 
late; arr MNWR 13 Jun (KH, JO), early. 
Upland Sandpiper: max 4 Lott Farm SENE 7 
Jun; max & last Lott Farm SENE 9 Jul. 
WHIMBREL (R3): MNWR 11 Jun (FKD); 
Seneca L SP 24 Aug (DH), only reports. 
Ruddy Turnstone: max and last 22 CanL 10 
Jun (DD), high; arr MNWR 3 Aug. 
Stilt Sandpiper: arr MNWR 14 Jul. 
Sanderling: last 2 MNWR 12 Jun (JMcG), late; 
arr MNWR 3 Aug. 
Dunlin: last MNWR 14 Jun (ID, CH, TLe, 
JMcG), late. 
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Baird’s Sandpiper: arr MNWR 22 Jul (EL), 
early. 
Least Sandpiper: last MNWR 23 Jun (MI), 
late; arr MNWR 2 Jul; max 300 NMWR 10 Jul. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: last MNWR 23 
Jun (MI), late; arr QCM 29 Jul. 
Pectoral Sandpiper: arr MNWR 3 Jul. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: last MNWR 21 Jun 
(mob), late; arr MNWR 5 Jul (KJ, TM), early. 
Short-billed Dowitcher: arr Risser Rd Swamp 
ONTA 8 Jul. 
Long-billed Dowitcher: arr MNWR 2 Jul 
(JMcG, ph!, LSa, MSm, DaWe), early. 
Wilson’s Phalarope: last MNWR 4 Jun (SD, 
JGK, AM), late; arr MNWR 2 Jul; QCM 30 
Aug. 
Red-necked Phalarope: MNWR 5 Jun 
(KMcGo, M&WRo, LAvL); arr MNWR 24 Jul 
(GaCh), early. 
Bonaparte’s Gull: Frontenac P CAYU 1 Jun-
17 Jul; Keuka L, T Jerusalem YATE 23 Jul; 
MNWR 27 Aug. 
LITTLE GULL (R3): Cayuga L, T Springport 
CAYU 1-5 Jun (JMcG, ph, KMcGo!, DNu!, 
LSa). 
Herring Gull: max 100 Taughannock Falls SP 
26 Aug (JaW); 100 StP 28 Aug (JGK), high. 
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (R3): 
StP and SRCP 7 Jun-31 Aug (mob!); Chemung 
River, City of Elmira 30 Jul-23 Aug (TLe, ph!, 
BO). 
Black Tern: max 54 MNWR 14 Jun (ID), high. 
Forster’s Tern: arr 2 StP 6 Aug (JMcG), only 
report. 
 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Com. Nighthawk: last MyPt 2 Jun; arr Dotson 
Community P TOMP 10 Aug; max 40 
Willowcreek Golf Course CHEM 25 Aug. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: T Catharine SCHU 
12 Jun-23 Jul; T Starkey YATE 23 Jul-24 Aug; 
max 4 MNWR 27 Aug (BMc, DM). 
Am. Kestrel: max 4 DIL Woods TOMP, low. 
Peregrine Falcon: arr Risser Rd Swamp 
ONTA 23 Jul. 
 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: last MNWR 5 June; 
arr TDry 16 Aug; HHSF 16 Aug. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: last Hile School Rd 
Wetland TOMP 5 Jun; arr TIth 30 Jul (TSc), 
early. 
Acadian Flycatcher: T Catharine 1 Jun; 2 DSF 
11 Jun-19 Jul; Watkins Glen SP 18 Jun; HHSF 
4 Jul; Ford Hill TOMP 14-17 Jul; TDry 18 Aug. 
E. Kingbird: max 34 TSMP 21 Aug. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: max 3 TDan 4 Jun; 3 
Cayuta L Outlet 4 Jun; 3 MNWR 18 Jun; 3 T 
Hector SCHU 14 Jul, low. 
Philadelphia Vireo: arr CU 27 Aug; Cornell 
Research Pds 27 Aug. 
Barn Swallow: max 8500 QCM 2 Aug (TA, 
ID, TLe), high. 
Marsh Wren: max 40 MNWR 2 Jul (JMcG, 
LSa), high. 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: last 2 nocturnal 
migrants NEI 3 Jun. 
Swainson’s Thrush: last DSF 4 Jun; arr QCM 
27 Jul (GM, rec, RS), early. 
 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Worm-eating Warbler: DSF 4-30 Jun (mob), 
only reports. 
“Lawrence’s” Warbler: T Horseheads CHEM 
18-19 Jun (MP), only report. 
Prothonotary Warbler: max 5 MNWR (TLe, 
JMcG), high. 
Tennessee Warbler: arr TDry 28 Aug. 
Cape May Warbler: arr T Caroline TOMP 3 
Aug (TA!), early; max 13 TDan 30 Aug (ID, 
LSe), high. 
N. Parula: last TIth 7 Jun; arr TDan 30 Aug 
(ID, LSe), early. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: arr CU TOMP 27 
Aug; max 2 TDan 30 Aug (ID, LSe), high. 
Blackpoll Warbler: last MyPt 5 Jun; arr 
McIlroy Preserve CAYU 31 Aug. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: max 5 DSF 24 Jun, 
low. 
Wilson’s Warbler: last TDry 3 Jun; arr TDry 
27 Aug. 
YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT: Finger Lakes 
Trail, T Urbana STEU 17-19 Jul (DB!, ARe). 
 

TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
CLAY-COLORED SPARROW: TDry 6 Jun 
(JGe!); CU 26 Jun-2 Jul (mob, ph). 
Grasshopper Sparrow: max 2 T Covert SENE 
3 Jun; 2 T Lodi SENE 3 Jun; TIth 2 Jul, low. 
HENSLOW’S SPARROW (R3): 1-3 TIth 12 
Jun-3 Aug (mob!). 
NELSON’S SPARROW (R3): MNWR 10 Jun 
(WRof, ph). 
DICKCISSEL (R3): Lott Farm SENE 5-7 Jun 
(mob rec, ph!). 
Orchard Oriole: max 12 MyPt 22 Jun (JMcG), 
high. 
Red Crossbill: Summerhill SF CAYU 13 Jul 
(BS, CWo!); HHSF (AMF, JMcG, NM, rec). 
Pine Siskin: TDry 6 Jun (CWo); 2 Caswell Rd 
Grasslands TOMP 15 Jun (CWo); NEI 5 Jul 
(JMcG, LSa); NEI (TSc), 11 Jul. 




