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REGION 3—FINGER LAKES 

Bill Ostrander 
80 Westmont Ave., Elmira, NY 14905 

browncreeper9@gmail.com

In Ithaca, June temperatures were slightly cooler than normal, with average lows 
at 53° F, 2° below normal, and average highs at 75°, 1° below normal. July lows 
averaged 59°, 2° above normal and highs averaged 78°, 2° below normal. 
August was cooler than normal. Lows averaged 55°, 1° below normal and highs 
averaged 76°, 3° below normal. June was relatively dry with a total rainfall of 
1.68", 2.19" below normal. July was very wet bringing 6.76" of rain, 3.21" 
above normal. August was dry with only 0.88" of rainfall, 2.51" below normal. 

Dabbling ducks gathered at Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) 
in large numbers in August, with summer high counts recorded for eight species. 
All the high counts were recorded at the Knox-Marcellus Marsh and Puddler’s 
Marsh area, except for the high American Black Duck count that was recorded 
along the Wildlife Drive around the Main Pool. Observers also recorded high 
(though still small) numbers for five diving duck species. Unusual species for 
the Region were Eurasian Wigeon, White-winged Scoter, Bufflehead, Common 
Goldeneye, and Red-breasted Merganser. Trumpeter Swan was confirmed 
breeding in Seneca and Cayuga Counties. Blue-winged Teal, Gadwall, 
American Wigeon, and Redhead were all confirmed breeding at Montezuma 
NWR. American Black Ducks were confirmed breeding in Watkins Glen. 



The Kingbird 2017 December; 67 (4) 325  

 Other water birds occurred in high numbers, as well. Double-crested 
Cormorants were numerous at Stewart Park in Ithaca, and at least two nests 
there produced young. Least Bitterns, Great Egrets, Black-crowned Night-
Herons, Common Gallinules, and American Coots were numerous at 
Montezuma NWR. Rare waterbirds included Horned Grebe on Keuka Lake, 
American White Pelican, Snowy Egret, and Glossy Ibis at Montezuma NWR. 
Sam Heinrich spotted a flock of eight Glossy Ibis flying over the Cornell 
University campus. Donna Carter photographed a Cattle Egret in the Town of 
Montezuma. 
 The compost piles on Stevenson Road in Tompkins County attracted 163 
Turkey Vultures in July and two Black Vultures in June. Ian Davies and Sarah 
Dzielski reported another Black Vulture at the Elmira-Corning Regional Airport, 
where the species has been reported on occasion in past years. The only reports 
of Northern Goshawk were at both ends of the season and from the Town of 
Dryden, Tompkins County. 
 The only high shorebird counts were Jay McGowan’s and Livia Santana’s 
ten Long-billed Dowitchers at Montezuma NWR and Brad Walker’s eight 
American Woodcock in Danby State Forest. Although shorebird numbers were 
not high, the Region attracted a good variety and a few rarities. Tim Lenz found 
an American Avocet at the south end of Seneca Lake. Michael Gullo 
photographed two Whimbrels at the north end of Canandaigua Lake, and many 
observers saw two others at Montezuma NWR. A Ruff was in the Montezuma 
NWR area for two weeks in July. A Red Knot was in Montezuma NWR for a 
few days in August. A Willet was at Stewart Park for one day in June. 
 Jay McGowan recorded the high count of 16 Lesser Black-backed Gulls at 
Myers Point on Cayuga Lake at the beginning of the season. Tim Lenz estimated 
the high count of 2500 Ring-billed Gulls at Seneca Lake State Park in August. 
Five Bonaparte’s Gulls at Lakefront Park were a summer high count. A 
Franklin’s Gull at Myers Point on Cayuga Lake was the rarest gull of the 
summer. Dan Watkins estimated 100 Black Terns at Montezuma NWR in late 
July, a high count for that species. The only Common and Forster’s Terns report 
was a small mixed flock at Myers Point in mid-June. 
 The nesting pair of Red-headed Woodpeckers near Montezuma NWR 
returned and was confirmed to be breeding again this summer. The only 
confirmed nesting of Merlin in the Region was in Etna, Tompkins County. 
Many observers were able to observe an Acadian Flycatcher incubating on a 
nest in Danby State Forest. 
 High counts were recorded for Horned Larks at the Savannah Mucklands 
and for Bank Swallows, Barn Swallows, and Marsh Wrens at Montezuma NWR. 
Purple Martins were confirmed breeding in Ontario, Seneca, and Yates 
Counties. 
 Ken Rosenberg turned in a season high count of six Swainson’s Thrushes 
in Northeast Ithaca on their last spring migration date of 4 June. Other observers 
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matched that number at Palmer Woods when the species returned to the Region 
on 31 August. 
 High counts among warblers were turned in for Nashville, Cape May, and 
Wilson’s Warblers and for Northern Parula. The count of 28 Cape May 
Warblers by Ian Davies and Sarah Dzielski in the Town of Danby is remarkable 
for a species considered rare in the Region just a few years ago. This species, 
known only as a migrant in this Region, responds to Spruce Budworm outbreaks 
in eastern Canada with increased productivity and eastward range expansion. 
Prothonotary Warbler was confirmed nesting in a nestbox at Montezuma NWR. 
Adam West reported a Yellow-throated Warbler in Erwin Wildlife Management 
Area and Andy, Joel, and Matthew Eckerson reported one in the Town of 
Enfield. 
 Vesper Sparrows were confirmed breeding in Cayuga, Seneca, and 
Tompkins Counties. Dickcissels were found scattered throughout the Region 
with a high count of eight in the Town of Benton where Andrew Guthrie and 
Brian Morse observed a female repeatedly carrying nesting material to probable 
nesting site. Orchard Orioles were confirmed breeding in Seneca and Tompkins 
Counties. Estimates of 1000 Bobolinks at Montezuma NWR in late August was 
a summer high count for the Region. 
 There were some “winter” finch reports this summer. Flyover Red 
Crossbills were reported from four locations in Tompkins County and one 
location in Schuyler County. Pine Siskins were reported in Ontario, Schuyler, 
and Tompkins Counties. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 
 
CanL – Canandaigua L, Canandaigua; CU – Cornell U; CygL – Cayuga L; KI – Kipp I, 
CAYU; DSF Canandaigua Danby State Forest, TOMP; LP – Lakefront P, SENE; MyPt – 
Myers Pt, TOMP; NEI – Northeast Ithaca; SLSP – Seneca L SP; SRCP – Stevenson 
Road Compost Piles, TOMP; StP – Stewart P, TOMP; TDan – T Danby, TOMP. 
 

WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 
Snow Goose: max 9 SLSP 1-7 Jul (JMc, JNo, 
LSa), high. 
Wood Duck: max 800 MNWR 19 Aug (JMc), 
high. 
Gadwall: max 80 MNWR 5 Aug (AB), high. 
EURASIAN WIGEON (R3): KI 30 June 
(GaC!); MNWR 8 Jul (KR!). 
Am. Wigeon: max 50 MNWR 24 Aug (DDo, 
DWh), high. 
Am. Black Duck: max 100 MNWR 27 Aug 
(AT), high. 
Mallard: max 5000 MNWR 8 Aug (JMc, 
LSa), high. 
Blue-winged Teal: max 80 MNWR 26-29 Aug 
(mob), high. 
N. Pintail: arr 2 MNWR 8 Jul; max 100 
MNWR 24-31 Aug (mob), high. 
Green-winged Teal: max 500 MNWR 26 Aug 
(mob, ph), high. 
Ring-necked Duck: max12 MNWR 26 Aug 
(WEa), high. 
Greater Scaup: max 10 SLSP 6 Jun (BeB), 
high; Harris P CAYU 3 Jun-11 Jul. 
Lesser Scaup: max 9 LP 4 Jun (mob), high. 
WHITE-WINGED SCOTER (R3): MyPt 8-
16 Jul (mob). 
BUFFLEHEAD (R3): max 7 MNWR 1 Jun 
(BeB!), high; 1-5 MNWR 1-7 Jun (mob, ph!); 
Hi Tor WMA YATE 14 Jun (BHo, ph); 3 
SLSP 19 Jun:; SLSP 7 Jul. 

COM. GOLDENEYE (R3): CygL, T Ledyard 
3 Jun (FG, JMc, LSa); 1-3 Seneca L, Geneva & 
SLSP 4 Jun-10 Jul (mob, ph); 1-3 Mud Lock, 
CygL 22 Jun-12 Jul (mob, ph); Cayuga & 
Seneca Canal SENE 18 Jul (PF, PH, AWa). 
Hooded Merganser: max 20 KI 9 Jul (KM), 
high. 
Com. Merganser: max 51 Chemung R, Elmira 
1 Aug. 
RED-BREASTED MERGANSER (R3): 1-2 
MyPt 1-6 Jun (JGr, JMc, ph); Chemung R, 
Elmira 2-29 Jun (BO); Mud Lock, CygL 1-9 
Jul (JMc, ph, LSa). 
Ruddy Duck: max 18 MNWR 3 Jun. 
HORNED GREBE (R3): Keuka L thru 20 
Aug (ID, SD, JNe). 
Double-crested Cormorant: max 670 StP 22 
Aug (TL), high. 
AM. WHITE PELICAN (R3): MNWR 6-27 
Jul (mob, ph). 
Least Bittern: max 6 MNWR 8 Jul (MA, 
DCl), high. 
Great Egret: max 200 MNWR 12-13 Aug 
(GDa, JMc , SPe), high. 
SNOWY EGRET (R3): MNWR 12 Aug 
(mob, ph). 
CATTLE EGRET (R3): T Montezuma 
CAYU 4 Jun (DCa, ph!). 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: max 55 
MNWR 12 Aug (JMc), high. 
GLOSSY IBIS (R3): MNWR 22 Jul (AB); 8 
CU 20 Aug (SaHe!). 
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BLACK VULTURE (R3): 1-2 SRCP 2-14 
Jun (mob, ph); Elmira-Corning Regional 
Airport CHEM 28 Aug (ID, SD!). 
Turkey Vulture: max 163 SRCP 15 Jul (CW), 
high. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 
N. Goshawk: T Dryden 3 Jun (JGK); T 
Dryden TOMP 14 Aug (JFi); only reports. 
Com. Gallinule: max 128 MNWR 6 Aug 
(DDa), high. 
Am. Coot: max 314 MNWR 27 Aug (JO), 
high. 
Sandhill Crane: max 12 MNWR 25 Aug. 
AM. AVOCET (R3): Seneca L, Watkins Glen 
10 Aug (TL, ph). 
Solitary Sandpiper: arr MNWR 16 Jun. 
Greater Yellowlegs: last MNWR 17 Jun 
(mob), late; arr 2 MNWR 29 Jun. 
WILLET (R3): StP 16 Jun (mob, ph). 
Lesser Yellowlegs: arr MNWR 7 Jun (DSh, 
MT), early. 
Upland Sandpiper: max 4 Lott Farm SENE 1 
Jul. 
WHIMBREL (R3): 2 CanL 2 Jun (MG, ph); 2 
MNWR 10 Jun (mob, ph). 
Ruddy Turnstone: max 42 LP 1 Jun (KG), 
high; 29 MNWR 2 Jun; 
36 CanL 3 Jun; last CanL 11 Jun; arr 2 MNWR 
20 Aug. 
RED KNOT (R3): MNWR 24-29 Aug (mob, 
ph!). 
RUFF (R3): KI & MNWR 8-24 Jul (DNu, 
mob, ph). 
Stilt Sandpiper: arr MNWR 9 Jul (mob), 
early; max 45 MNWR 19 Aug. 
Sanderling: last 5 CanL 3 Jun; arr MyPt 26 
Jul. 
Dunlin: last MNWR 5 Jun; arr MNWR 28 
Aug. 
Baird's Sandpiper: are KI 23 Aug. 
Least Sandpiper: last MNWR 13 Jun; arr 10 
MNWR 3 Jul. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: arr MyPt 29 Jun 
(JMc), early. 
Pectoral Sandpiper: arr 6 MNWR 19 Jul. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: last 5 MNWR 14 
Jun; arr MNWR 29 Jun (ADa), early. 
Short-billed Dowitcher: last Aurora Bay 
Boathouse 3 Jun (JMc, LSa), late; arr 2 
MNWR 8 Jul. 
Long-billed Dowitcher: arr MNWR 19 Jul 
(TL, BM, MDM!), early; max 10 MNWR 29 
Aug (JMc!, LSa), high. 
Wilson's Snipe: last MNWR 1 Jun; arr 
MNWR 6 Jul. 

Am. Woodcock: max 8 DSF 21 Jun (BW), 
high. 
Wilson's Phalarope: arr MNWR 8 Aug. 
Red-necked Phalarope: arr SLSP 4 Aug. 
Bonaparte's Gull: max 5 LP 4 Jun (KBo, 
ADo, KR), high; last SLSP 9 Jun (TL), late; arr 
CanL 17 Jul. 
FRANKLIN’S GULL: MyPt 1 Jun (mob, ph). 
Ring-billed Gull: max 2500 SLSP 18 Aug 
(TL), high. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: max 16 MyPt 1 
Jun (JMc), high. 
Black Tern: max 100 MNWR 26 Jul (DWa), 
high. 
Com. Tern: arr & max 4 MyPt 16 Jun. 
Forster’s Tern: 2 MyPt 16 Jun (mob), only 
report. 
 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 
Black-billed Cuckoo: max 7 Boyer Creek 
Farm NFC Station TOMP 9&12 Jun, nocturnal 
flight calls. 
E. Screech-Owl: max 4 T Starkey YATE 2 
Jun (JH); 4 W Bluff YATE 20 Jul (MJ), high. 
Com. Nighthawk: arr MNWR 13 Aug; max 
43 MNWR 29 Aug. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: max 4 MNWR 20 
Aug (JBr, RK), high. 
Peregrine Falcon: arr MNWR 23 Jul. 
 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: last Connecticut Hill 
WMA TOMP 2 Jun; arr Finger Lakes National 
Forest 12 Aug. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: last TDan 5 Jun; 
arr MNWR 3 Aug. 
Acadian Flycatcher: max 3 DSF 14 Jun. 
E. Kingbird: max 34 Finger Lakes National 
Forest SENE 25 Aug. 
Philadelphia Vireo: arr Salt Pt Nature 
Preserve TOMP 31 Aug. 
Red-eyed Vireo: max 50 DSF 14 Jun. 
Am. Crow: max 500 SRCP 6 Aug. 
Horned Lark: max 36 Savannah Mucklands 
SENE 13 Jul (TC), high. 
Purple Martin: max 525 MNWR 8 Aug. 
Tree Swallow: max 5600 MNWR 26 Aug. 
Bank Swallow: max 11,200 MNWR 26 Aug 
(ID, LT), high. 
Barn Swallow: max 11,200 MNWR 26 Aug 
(ID, LT), high. 
Marsh Wren: max 100 MNWR 26 Jul (DWa), 
high. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: last T Caroline 4 Jun 
(SK), late. 
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Veery: max 24 Shindagin Hollow State Forest 
TOMP 24 Jun. 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: last T Caroline 4 Jun 
(SK), late. 
Swainson's Thrush: last and max 6 NEI 4 Jun 
(KR), late; arr 6 Palmer Woods TOMP 31 Aug 
(LC, JC, KEb), high. 
European Starling: max 16,800 MNWR 26 
Aug. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 
Worm-eating Warbler: DSF 1 Jun (MG); 
Texas Hollow State Forest SCHU 2 Jun (CQ); 
DSF 8 Jun (DNu); Elmira Country Club 
CHEM 26 Jun (JFi), only reports. 
Tennessee Warbler: arr T Tyrone SCHU 10 
Aug; max 3 Caswell Road Grasslands TOMP 
28 Aug (CW), high. 
Nashville Warbler: max 3 Spencer Crest 
Nature Center STEU 4 Aug (NM), high. 
Cape May Warbler: arr 2 MyPt 13 Aug; max 
28 TDan 28 Aug (ID, SD), high. 
Cerulean Warbler: max 7 T Tyre SENE 24 
Jun. 
N. Parula: last T Jerusalem YATE 10 Jun; arr 
CU 23 Aug (GDu, AWi), early; max 5 CU 24
Aug (GDu, AWi), nocturnal migrants, high. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: arr Sampson SP 24
Aug. 
Blackpoll Warbler: last Sapsucker Woods
TOMP 3 Jun; arr & max 3 MNWR 27 Aug; 
Sapsucker Woods TOMP 27 Aug. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: max 30 CU 24 
Aug, nocturnal migrants. 
YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER (R3): 
Erwin WMA STEU 14 Jun (AWe); T Enfield 
TOMP 6 Jul (AE, JEc, ME!). 
Wilson's Warbler: last City of Ithaca 6 Jun 
(KK, DM!), late; arr & max 4 StP 12 Aug 
(MAS, ETF), high & early. 

TOWHEES - WEAVERS 
Vesper Sparrow: max 4 T Lansing TOMP 6 
Jul. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: max 3 T Lansing 
TOMP 11 Jul; 3 Birdseye Hollow State Forest 
STEU 2 Aug; last Birdseye Hollow State 
Forest TOMP 6 Aug. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: max 48 CU 24 
Aug, nocturnal migrants. 
Dickcissel: max 8 T Benton YATE 2 Jul (AG, 
Brian Morse), high. 
Bobolink: max 1000 MNWR 27 Aug (mob), 
high. 
Orchard Oriole: max 6 MyPt 25 Jun. 
Red Crossbill: TDan 5 Jun (WEv!); 
Connecticut Hill WMA TOMP 25 Jun (BW); 
Jennings Pd TOMP 28 Jun (WEv!); T 
Catharine SCHU 2 Jul (CW!); NEI 22 Jul 
(KR!). 
Pine Siskin: 2 Cayuta Creek SCHU 11 Jun 
(GB, EIE); T Seneca ONTA 18-21 Jun (JA); 
NEI 11 Jul (JMc).




