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REGION 3—FINGER LAKES 

Bill Ostrander 
80 Westmont Ave., Elmira, NY 14905 

browncreeper9@gmail.com

In Ithaca, the average low temperature in March was 27.9° F, 4.8° above normal. 
The average high was 43.2°, 5.2° above normal. Total precipitation was 2.15", 
0.49" less than normal and snowfall 1.5", 10.2" less than normal. Maximum snow 
depth was 1" attained on 1 and 24 March. Average low and high temperatures in 
April were 31.2°, 2.7° below normal, and 50°, 5.5° below normal, respectively. 
Total precipitation was 3.13", 0.16" less than normal. Total snowfall was 4.5", 
1.1" more than normal. Maximum snow depth was 3" on 16 April. In May, the 
average low temperature was 42.4°, 0.9° below normal. The average high was 
65.6°, 1.8° below normal. Total precipitation was 4.00", 0.81" more than normal. 
The only snow fell 9 May, but was insignificant. The cold front that brought the 
snow did delay the peak of Neotropical bird migration, but its timing did not seem 
to affect first arrival dates. Warm fronts passed through on 3, 9, 13, 17, 23, 27, 
and 30 March, 5, 13, 20, 25, and 29 April, and 3, 11, 15, 27 May. 
 Many species of waterfowl overwinter on the Finger Lakes. Of those that 
don’t, arrival dates were generally earlier than average. Only the arrival of Surf 
Scoter on 27 Mar was late. Departures were also normal except that of two Greater 
Scaup that lingered through 24 May. Single location maximum counts were high 
for Ross’s Goose, Mute Swan, Northern Shoveler, Northern Pintail, Lesser Scaup, 
White-winged Scoter, and Long-tailed Duck. 
 The first Red-necked Grebe arrived late at Geneva Lakefront Park on 12 
March. The last two, also at Geneva Lakefront Park, observed on 30 May, were 
also late to depart. A Western Grebe was observed around the north end of 
Seneca Lake 23-24 May. 
 The arrival dates of both Black-billed Cuckoo, Common Nighthawk, and 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird were all earlier than average. The arrival of Eastern 
Whip-poor-will was normal, although in recent decades, the species has been 
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scarce. This spring, two were observed, one in the Town of Dryden and one in the 
Town of Ithaca. 
 A Virginia Rail heard at Sperr Memorial Park on 18 March was early. The 
count of three Soras at Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge (MNWR) was high 
for that difficult to observe species. The same count of American Avocets at 
MNWR was high for that rare species. 
 The arrival of Black-bellied Plover was earlier than average. That of 
Semipalmated Plover was normal. The first Killdeer was earlier than average. The 
arrival of Greater Yellowlegs was normal. Spotted and Semipalmated Sandpipers 
arrived later than average. Lesser Yellowlegs, Solitary, Least, and Pectoral 
Sandpipers, Wilson’s Snipe, and American Woodcock arrived earlier than their 
respective average arrivals. The departure date of 17 May was early for Short-
billed Dowitcher. At City Pier in Canandaigua, 44 Red Knots was a high count. 
The Avocets, the Knots and a Willet and Red-necked Phalarope at Myers Point 
were the season’s rarest shorebirds. 
 There were several reports of Little Gull on Cayuga Lake and one on Seneca 
Lake. The last lingered through 25 May, a late date for the Region. Individual 
Laughing Gulls made brief appearances on Cayuga and Seneca Lakes. Twenty-
four Lesser Black-backed Gulls in a field in the Town of Lansing set a Regional 
high count. A Caspian Tern flying over Monkey Run, Town of Dryden, on 26 
March was early. 
 The maximum counts of Common Loons and Double-crested Cormorants 
were high. Two American White Pelicans were on Cayuga Lake and the 
Montezuma Wetlands Complex from late March through most of April. Three 
were at MNWR and one near the Catharine Valley Trail on 3 May, the last day 
the species was reported in the Region. Herons were all timely in their arrival 
dates. A Glossy Ibis that showed up in Queen Catharine Marsh on 26 April was 
early for that uncommon species. 
 Black Vulture sightings continue to increase in the Region with many this 
spring from Tompkins and Chemung Counties and one report from Seneca 
County. A flock of 13 over Cornell University seen by one observer and by others 
north of the University was a high count. One over the Town of Van Etten on 30 
May was late for this primarily transient species. Broad-winged Hawks also made 
a good showing with 78 over the Town of Ovid marking the species’ arrival on 
26 March. That was the Region’s record spring high count for a month. Then, on 
28 April, 79 passed over a location in the Town of Ithaca. Rough-legged Hawks 
made an early departure with the last seen on 26 March. 
 Counts of five Belted Kingfishers, 12 Red-bellied Woodpeckers, 21 Downy 
Woodpeckers, and 14 Hairy Woodpeckers were all high. It only takes two to tie 
the Region’s spring high count of Peregrine Falcons. This spring, two were at 
Taughannock Falls State Park for several days in the latter part of April. Two 
others were at a location in the Town of Seneca Falls on 24 April. 
 Flycatcher arrivals were generally on time or later than average. A Yellow-
bellied Flycatcher in Northeast Ithaca on 12 May was early. The only high count 



252 The Kingbird 2020 September; 70 (3) 

was two Olive-sided Flycatchers in Danby State Forest on 25 May. Like Rough-
legged Hawk., the departure of Northern Shrike was early, 11 March. The species 
had been scarce last winter with none reported after 1 February. At least three 
were reported in early March and may have been transients. 
 Blue-headed and Yellow-throated Vireo arrivals were earlier and Warbling 
and Red-eyed Vireo arrivals were later than average. Red-eyed’s was especially 
late on 11 May when individuals arrived at many locations in the Region. 
Philadelphia Vireo arrived on 15 May, a late date for that transient species. 
 All six species of swallows arrived earlier than average. Observers reported 
high counts of 50 Northern Rough-winged Swallows in the Town of South Bristol 
and at Salt Point Natural Area. The estimate of 1000 Barn Swallows at Myers 
Point was also high for the Region. 
 Observers also reported high counts for Tufted Titmouse and for Brown 
Creeper. A very early Marsh Wren at Queen Catharine Marsh may have 
overwintered, but periodic appearances there and then at MNWR made 
pinpointing another arrival date impossible. House Wren also arrived much earlier 
than average, though not record early. A rare Sedge Wren was at Goetchicus 
Wetland Preserve on 2 May. The count of 11 Carolina Wrens on the Eldridge 
Trail was a high count. Ruby-crowned Kinglets on 6 March at Ridgeway Road 
Rail Trail and at Lighthouse Point Natural Area (aka, Jetty Woods) were record 
early. 
 Hermit Thrushes at Monkey Run on 9 March and at Sapsucker Woods 10 
March may have overwintered. The appearance of Hermit Thrushes at three 
Tompkins County locations on 31 March probably marked the arrival of the 
species. That date was still earlier than the average. Arrival dates for Veery and 
for Swainson’s and Wood Thrushes were slightly later than the average dates. The 
count of 42 Eastern Bluebirds in the Town of Torrey was high. 
 A Gray Catbird at Sapsucker Woods on 31 March tied the Region’s record 
early arrival date. The Region’s first Brown Thrasher on 5 April was earlier than 
the species’ average arrival. Eight Brown Thrashers at Lindsay-Parsons 
Biodiversity Preserve was a high count. 
 Pine Siskins made appearances in the Region between early April and mid-
May. The count of 130 American Goldfinches in the Town of Dryden was high. 
The last Snow Bunting was reported flying over Sapsucker Woods, marking an 
early departure for that species. 
 The arrivals of Eastern Towhee and of Chipping, Vesper, Savannah, and 
White-crowned Sparrows were all much earlier than average. Lincoln’s Sparrow 
was slightly later than average. Counts of three Lincoln’s Sparrows at a Town of 
Caroline site and along the Arrowwood Drive trails were high. A Lincoln’s 
Sparrow along the Catharine Valley Trail on 30 May was late. The only Clay-
colored Sparrows reported in the Region were three in the Town of Geneva. 
 The arrival date of Bobolink was near normal. That of Baltimore Oriole was 
earlier than average. Observers photographed single Yellow-headed Blackbirds 
in the Town of Starkey and in Watkins Glen. 
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 Most arrival dates for warbler species were within three days of their average 
arrival dates. Exceptions were Pine, Palm, and Blackpoll Warblers which were 
more than four days earlier than their averages. High counts were 12 Black-and-
white Warblers, 111 Tennessee Warblers, nine Mourning Warblers, 39 Chestnut-
sided Warblers, and 20 Black-throated Blue Warblers. 
 Scarlet Tanager and Rose-breasted Grosbeak were slightly later than average. 
Indigo Bunting arrived four days earlier than average. A Summer Tanager was 
described at a home in the Town of Big Flats in mid-May. A Blue Grosbeak was 
photographed at the Seneca Landfill in early May. The only Dickcissel was 
photographed in the Town of Torrey in late May. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

 
ADt – Arrowwood Drive trails, TOMP; AMP – Atwater Meadows P, ONTA; BLNA – 
Bluegrass Lane Natural Area, TOMP; CU – Cornell University; CVT – Catharine Valley 
Trail; CygL – Cayuga L; DSF –  Danby State Forest, TOMP; GCC – Geneva Country 
Club; GLP – Geneva Lakefront P; GWP – Goetchicus Wetland Pres, TOMP; HSRw – 
Hile School Rd wetland, TOMP; HO – Hawthorn Orchard, TOMP; LPBP – Lindsay-
Parsons Biodiversity Pres, TOMP; LPNA – Lighthouse Pt Natural Area, TOMP; LRB – 
Lake Rd Bluff, CAYU; MNWR – Montezuma NWR; MR – Monkey Run, TOMP; MTSP 
– Mark Twain SP; MyPt – Myers Pt, TOMP; NEI – Northeast Ithaca, TOMP; PCm – 
Paines Creek mouth CAYU; PW – Palmer Woods, TOMP; QCM – Queen Catharine 
Marsh, SCHU; RHPP – Roy H P Pres, TOMP; SenL – Seneca L; SHSF – Shindagin 
Hollow State Forest, TOMP; SLSP – Seneca L SP; SPNA – Salt Pt Natural Area, TOMP; 
StP – Stewart P, TOMP; SW – Sapsucker Woods, TOMP; TCar – T Caroline, TOMP; 
TDan – T Danby, TOMP; TDry – T Dryden, TOMP; TFay – T Fayette, SENE; TGro – 
T Groton TOMP; TIth – T Ithaca, TOMP; TLan – T Lansing, TOMP; TMid - T 
Middlesex, YATE; TOv – T Ovid, SENE; TSF – T Seneca Falls, SENE; TTor – T Torrey 
YATE; TUly – T Ulysses TOMP; TVE – T Van Etten, CHEM. 
 

WATERFOWL – HUMMINGBIRDS 
Ross’s Goose: max 3 TOv 16 Mar (ReS), high; 
last T Benton YATE 18 Mar. 
Brant: arr 75 MyPt 15 May; max & last 375 
MyPt 18 May. 
Cackling Goose: max 16 SLSP 2 Mar; last T 
Hopewell ONTA 3 Apr. 
Mute Swan: max 19 Large Pd CAYU 7 Apr 
(ASt), high. 
Tundra Swan: max 900 Mud Lock CAYU 6 
Mar; last T Wheeler STEU 9 May. 
Blue-winged Teal: arr 2 TMid 12 Mar; max 36 
MNWR 25 Apr. 
Northern Shoveler: max 1000 MNWR 19 Apr 
(PMarr), high. 
Eurasian Wigeon: SLSP 9 Mar; QCM 10 
Mar; MNWR 3 Apr; MNWR 3 May. 
American Wigeon: max 800 MNWR 18 Mar; 
last MNWR 9 May. 
Northern Pintail: max 6000 Savannah 
Mucklands CAYU 7 Mar (JM, LSa), high. 
Canvasback: max 4500 CygL CAYU 7 Mar; 
last 2 MNWR 5 May. 
Ring-necked Duck: max 1500 MNWR 18 
Mar; last 3 Jim Schug Trail TOMP 19 May. 
Redhead X Ring-necked Duck: Cross Road 
Quarry ONTA 21 Mar-4 Apr (TLe, ph). 
Greater Scaup: max 2500 CygL CAYU 7 
Mar; last 2 SLSP 24 May (mob, ph), late. 
Ring-necked Duck X Greater Scaup: GLP 
SENE 20 Mar-17 Apr (TLe, ph). 

Lesser Scaup: max 3500 CygL CAYU 7 Mar 
(JM, LSa), high; last 4 SLSP 30 May. 
Redhead X scaup sp.: SLSP 11 Mar (TLe, 
ph); GLP SENE 21 Mar (TLe, ph). 
Ring-necked Duck X scaup sp.: SenL SENE 
18-20 Mar (TLe, ph); GLP SENE 28 Mar (JM, 
ph); SenL YATE 31 Mar (TLe, ph). 
Surf Scoter: arr & max 6 SenL YATE 27 Mar, 
late; last CygL TOMP 29 Apr; last SenL 
YATE 29 Apr. 
White-winged Scoter: arr 2 CygL TOMP 24 
Mar; max 52 SenL SENE 15 May (TLe), high; 
last 24 MyPt 18 May. 
Black Scoter: GLP SENE 19 Mar; max 2 
Carrs Cove CAYU 25 Apr; last GCC SENE 27 
Apr. 
Long-tailed Duck: arr 10 SenL SENE 13 Mar; 
max 175 SenL SENE 24 Mar (TLe), high. 
Horned Grebe: max 104 StP 27 Mar; last 3 T 
W Union STEU 17 May. 
Red-necked Grebe: arr GLP SENE 12 Mar, 
late; max 28 GCC SENE 27 Apr; last 2 GLP 
SENE 30 May (TLe, ph), late. 
WESTERN GREBE: SenL SENE 23-24 May 
(mob, ph). 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: arr Eldridge 
Wilderness Preserve TOMP 15 May; TVE 15 
May; max 3 Keuka L SP 31 May. 
Black-billed Cuckoo: arr T Hornellsville 
STEU 14 May; max 7 NEI 22 May. 
Common Nighthawk: arr TVE 16 May; QCM 
16 May; max 3 CU 26 May.
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Eastern Whip-poor-will: arr TDry 3 May 
(IL); TIth 16-17 May (EB, ph). 
Chimney Swift: arr MR 19 Apr; CU 19 Apr; 
max 110 Geneva 1 May. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: arr 
Canandaigua 3 May; max 4 T Hartsville STEU 
18 May. 

RAILS – TROPICBIRDS
Virginia Rail: arr Sperr Memorial P CHEM 18 
Mar (WBl!), early; max 7 GWP 3 May. 
Sora: arr MNWR 17 Apr; max 3 MNWR 20 
Apr (DK), high. 
Common Gallinule: arr MNWR 11 Apr; max 
20 MNWR 17 May. 
American Avocet: 3 MNWR 8 May (mob, 
ph), high. 
Black-bellied Plover: arr MNWR 11 May; 
max 26 GLP SENE 26 May. 
Semipalmated Plover: arr 6 MNWR 7 May; 
max 25 MNWR 30 May. 
Killdeer: arr 2 StP 2 Mar; max 22 BLNA. 
Upland Sandpiper: arr & max 2 Lott Farm 
SENE 20 Apr-2 May. 
Whimbrel: GLP ONTA 28 May (KGa, ph). 
Ruddy Turnstone: arr MyPt 15 May; max 14 
MNWR 31 May. 
Red Knot: 44 City Pier ONTA 31 May (mob, 
ph), high. 
Dunlin: arr 3 MNWR 1 Apr; max 105 MNWR 
15 May. 
Least Sandpiper: arr MNWR 25 Apr; max 
250 MNWR 16 May. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: arr T Gorham 
ONTA 10 May; max 15 MNWR 21 May. 
Pectoral Sandpiper: arr 30 MNWR 1 Apr; 
max 42 MNWR 19 Apr; last MNWR 21 May. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: arr 2 MNWR 15 
May; max 225 MNWR 30 May. 
Short-billed Dowitcher: arr 9 Tileyard Road 
Ponds ONTA 14 May; max 14 Seneca 
Meadows Wetland Preserve SENE 16 May; 
last MNWR 17 May, early. 
Wilson’s Snipe: arr NEI 17 May; max 25 
Hanshaw Road Fields TOMP 25 Apr. 
Spotted Sandpiper: arr SenL YATE 19 Apr; 
max 12 MNWR 20 May. 
Solitary Sandpiper: arr TCar 16 Apr; max 19 
GWP 16 May. 
Lesser Yellowlegs: arr MNWR 1 Apr; max 80 
MNWR 8 May. 
Willet: MyPt 20 Apr (CW!).  
Greater Yellowlegs: arr 4 MNWR 27 Mar; 
max 20 TSF 5 May. 

Red-necked Phalarope: MyPt 18 May (JeC, 
JM, TO). 
Bonaparte’s Gull: arr 2 StP 17 Mar; max LRB 
CAYU 12 Apr. 
Little Gull: arr LRB CAYU 5 Apr; max 2 
LRB CAYU 12 Apr; last PCm 25 May (LC, 
GH, MJ!), late. 
Laughing Gull: PCm 23 May (mob, ph); 
Seneca Yacht Club SENE 26 May (TLe!, ph; 
ReS). 
Iceland Gull: last LRB CAYU 11 Apr; GCC 
SENE 11 Apr. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: max 24 TLan 25 
Apr (JM, LSa), high. 
Glaucous Gull: last StP 22 Mar. 
Herring X Glaucous Gull: LRB CAYU 12 
Apr (BCa!). 
Herring X Great Black-backed Gull; LPNA 
25 Mar (AdD!). 
Caspian Tern: arr MR 26 Mar (Jessie Barry, 
CW!), early; max 43 Savannah Mucklands 
CAYU 2 May. 
Black Tern: arr MNWR 29 Apr; max 60 
MNWR 15 May; 50 MNWR 24 May. 
Common Tern: arr CygL SP 18 Apr; max 60 
PCm 23 May. 
Forster’s Tern: arr MyPt 29 Apr; max 2 MyPt 
19 May. 

LOONS – PARAKEET
Red-throated Loon: arr & max 3 GCC SENE 
31 Mar; last GCC SENE 8 May. 
Common Loon: max 295 GCC SENE 11 Apr 
(TLe), high. 
Double-crested Cormorant: arr 550 
Frontenac Harbor Marina TOMP 19 Apr (JM, 
LSa), high. 
American White Pelican: arr 2 CygL CAYU 
30 Mar; max & last 3 MNWR 3 May; CVT 
SCHU 3 May. 
American Bittern: arr MNWR 1 Apr; max 3 
GWP 3 May; 3 MNWR 8 May; 3 DSF 20 May. 
Least Bittern: arr Michigan Hollow Marsh 
TOMP 3 May. 
Great Blue Heron: max 50 TUly 24 May. 
Great Egret: arr 2 MNWR 6 Apr; max 19 
MNWR 16 May. 
Green Heron: arr HSRw 20 Apr; max 4 TGro 
1 May; 4 Jim Schlug Trail TOMP 3 May; 4 
HSRw 28 May. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: arr MNWR 11 
Apr; max 6 AMP 18 May. 
Glossy Ibis: arr QCM 26 Apr (MGu, ph), 
early; MNWR 20-21 May. 
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Black Vulture: arr HSRw 3 Mar; max 13 
Hanshaw Road fields TOMP 8 Mar (mob, ph); 
13 CU 8 Mar (AN) 8 Mar, high; last TVE 30 
May (JoC, MPen!), late. 
Osprey: arr 2 Post Creek mouth STEU 14 
Mar; max 11 MNWR 5 Apr. 
Golden Eagle: max 4 T Troupsburg STEU 26 
Mar; last StP 10 Apr. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: arr 2 TDry 6 Mar; 
max 6 CU 26 May. 
Broad-winged Hawk: arr 78 TOv 26 Mar; 
max 79 TIth 28 Apr (BWa), high. 
Rough-legged Hawk: max & last 4 T 
Troupsburg TOMP 26 Mar; TOv 26 Mar, 
early. 
Snowy Owl: max 2 TFay 1 Mar; 2 Finger 
Lakes Regional Airport SENE 8 Mar; last 
TFay 4 Apr. 
Short-eared Owl: max 5 T Lodi SENE 11 
Mar; last Finger Lakes National Forest SENE 
11 Apr. 
Belted Kingfisher: max 5 LPBP 3 Apr (RA); 5 
MR 13 Apr (CW), high. 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: max 12 Fall Creek 
Valley North Natural Area TOMP 26 Mar 
(JaW); 12 TUly 5 May (DN), high. 
Downy Woodpecker: max 21 TCar 21 Mar 
(SKe), high. 
Hairy Woodpecker: max 14 TCar 26 May 
(SP), high. 
Peregrine Falcon: max 2 Taughannock Falls 
SP 19-25 Apr (DG); 2 TSF 24 Apr (PMart), 
high. 

FLYCATCHERS – SNOW BUNTING
Great Crested Flycatcher: arr TIth 1 May; 
HO 1 May; SW 1 May; TCar 1 May; max 9 
SW 23 May. 
Eastern Kingbird: arr 2 HSRw 30 Apr; TMid 
30 Apr; max 10 MNWR 21 May. 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: arr LPBP 16 May; 
max 2 DSF 25 May (EB, SKr), high. 
Eastern Wood-Pewee: arr Kime Beach Road 
Water Plant SENE 11 May; max 10 TDan 30 
May. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: arr NEI 12 May 
(WH), early; max 2 DSF 25 May. 
Acadian Flycatcher: arr NEI 19 May. 
Alder Flycatcher: arr CVT SCHU 16 May; 
max 8 DSF 23 & 26 May. 
Willow Flycatcher: arr T Hector SCHU 10 
May; max 9 MNWR 23 May. 
Least Flycatcher: arr Ithaca 30 Apr; max 14 
ADt 19 May. 

Eastern Phoebe: arr T Lodi SENE 18 Mar; 
max 10 Dryden L TOMP 22 Apr. 
Northern Shrike: last Finger Lakes National 
Forest SCHU 11 Mar, early. 
Yellow-throated Vireo: arr CU 29 Apr; max 7 
MTSP 18 May. 
Blue-headed Vireo: arr SHSF 7 Apr (SP), 
early; max 10 TDry 19 May. 
Philadelphia Vireo: arr Pleasant Grove 
Cemetery TOMP 15 May; StP 15 May, late; 
max 2 LPNA 18 May; 2 AMP 19 May; last 
TIth 27 May.  
Warbling Vireo: arr Buttermilk Falls SP 29 
Apr; 2 MyPt 29 Apr; max 30 SPNA 5 May. 
Red-eyed Vireo: max 29 TDan 30 May. 
Purple Martin: arr Seneca Yacht Club 4 Apr; 
max 76 SenL SCHU 31 May. 
Tree Swallow: arr StP 10 Mar; max 3000 
MNWR 9 May. 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: arr 4 
SPNA 4 Apr; Ladoga P TOMP 4 Apr; max 50 
T South Briatol ONTA 11 May (KA); 50 
SPNA 14 May (WM), high. 
Bank Swallow: arr MNWR 11 Apr; max 150 
MNWR 9 May. 
Cliff Swallow: arr LRB 5 Apr; max 8 Fitch’s 
Bridge Fishing Access CHEM 16 May. 
Barn Swallow: arr QCM 31 Mar; max 1000 
MyPt 26 Apr (AdD, JM), high. 
Tufted Titmouse: max 25 SW 2 May (TH, 
Quran Team), high. 
Brown Creeper: max 15 SHSF 14 Mar (JaW), 
high. 
House Wren: arr Ilion TOMP 6 Apr; max 10 
T West Union STEU 17 May. 
Sedge Wren: GWP 2 May (mob, ph). 
Marsh Wren: arr QCM 11 Mar (JS), early; 
max 20 MNWR 24 May. 
Carolina Wren: max 11 Eldridge Trail CHEM 
3 May (BO), high. 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: arr T Montezuma 
CAYU 7 Apr; max 10 StP 9 May; 10 LPNA 16 
May. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr Ridgeway Road 
Rail Trail TOMP 6 Mar (TA, ph); LPNA 6 Mar 
(JEn!), early; max 29 MR 28 Apr. 
Eastern Bluebird: max 42 TTor 22 May (BB), 
high. 
Veery: arr PW 2 May; max 17 PW 17 May, 
nocturnal. 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: arr Connecticut Hill 
WMA TOMP 16 May; max 5 NEI 26 May, 
nocturnal. 
Swainson’s Thrush: arr 2 NEI 11 May; TGro 
11 May; max 33 PW 17 May, nocturnal. 
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Hermit Thrush: MR 9 Mar; SW 10 Mar; arr 
TIth 31 Mar; Carriage House Apartments 
TOMP 31 Mar; MR 31 Mar; max 8 Hammond 
Hill State Forest TOMP 9 May; 8 TVE 9 & 17 
May. 
Wood Thrush: arr TCar 29 Apr; max 12 DSF 
16 May; 12 TVE 17 May. 
Gray Catbird: Ludovico Trail SENE 7 Mar; 
TCar 14 Mar; arr SW 31 Mar; max 45 HO and 
E Ithaca Recreation Way TOMP 16 May. 
Brown Thrasher: arr T Enfield TOMP 5 Apr; 
max 8 LPBP 25 Apr (JGa), high. 
American Pipit: max 211 TOv 10 Apr; last 
GLP ONTA 15 May; TOv 15 May. 
Pine Siskin: arr TDry 8 Apr; max 3 T Canisteo 
TOMP 9 May; last Ithaca TOMP 19 May. 
American Goldfinch: max 130 TDry 7-9 May 
(CTH). high. 
Lapland Longspur: max & last 3 TFay 25 
Apr;  
Snow Bunting: max 250 TLan1 Mar; last SW 
3 Mar, early. 

NEW WORLD SPARROWS – 
CARDINALIDS 

Eastern Towhee: arr BLNA 15 Mar; Ontario 
Pathways ONTA 15 Mar; max 18 T West 
Union STEU 16 May. 
American Tree Sparrow: max 25 Fall Creek 
Valley North Natural Area TOMP 26 Mar; last 
2 TDry 4 May. 
Chipping Sparrow: arr Cayuga 7 Mar; max 
23 TGro 11 May. 
Clay-colored Sparrow: 3 T Geneva ONTA 
12-14 May (KGa, ph; ReS).
Field Sparrow: arr TIth 29 Mar; max 15 Long
Pt SP 2 May.
Vesper Sparrow: arr MR 30 Mar; max 5 T
Locke CAYU 17 Apr.
Savannah Sparrow: arr BLNA 14 Mar; max 
15 BLNA 25 Apr; 15 TIth 25 Apr; 15 TSF 26
Apr; 15 Miller P ONTA 29 May.
Grasshopper Sparrow: arr TOv 4 May; max 
4 TTor 30 May.
Fox Sparrow: arr TVE 13 Mar; max TDry 9
Apr; last Bishop Preserve SENE 30 Apr; MR
30 Apr. 
Lincoln’s Sparrow: arr SPNA 3 May; max 3
TCar 10 May (TA); 3 ADt 16 May (NBa), 
high; last CVT SCHU 30 May (Mayte Torres, 
ph), late.
White-crowned Sparrow: arr T Caton STEU
15 Apr; max 19 TDry 9 May; last T Sennett
CAYU 24 May.

Yellow-headed Blackbird: T Starkey YATE 
29 Apr (TSh, ph; FW); Watkins Glen 11-14 
May (mob, ph). 
Bobolink: arr ADt 29 Apr; max 35 TSF 24 & 
27 May. 
Eastern Meadowlark: arr Lake Road fields 
CAYU 8 Mar; max 20 TCar 25 May. 
Orchard Oriole: arr 2 MyPt 29 Apr; max 6 
MyPt 25 Mar; 6 SPNA 27 May. 
Baltimore Oriole: arr Dundee 15 Apr; max 20 
SW 16 May (BWa), high. 
Rusty Blackbird: arr 3 CU 2 Mar; 2 TDry 2 
Mar; TUly 2 Mar; max 75 HSRw 21 Apr; last 
11 T Bradford STEU 14 May; 6 Sampson SP 
14 May; 2 Durfee Hill Road TOMP 14 May; 2 
CVT SCHU 14 May 
Ovenbird: arr NEI 25 Apr; max 26 TDan 30 
May. 
Worm-eating Warbler: arr LPBP 16 May; 
max 2 LPBP 21-22 May. 
Louisiana Waterthrush: arr Mulholland 
Wildflower Nature Preseve TOMP 6 Apr; max 
7 Robert Treman SP 31 May. 
Northern Waterthrush: arr TFay 22 Apr 
(DK, ph); max 7 McIlroy Preserve CAYU 27 
May. 
Golden-winged Warbler: arr LPBP 3 May; 
last E Ithaca Recreation Way TOMP 18 May. 
Blue-winged Warbler: arr Campbell 
Homestead STEU 1 May; MR 1 May; max 10 
Freeville railroad bed TOMP 15 May; 10 
LPBP 24 May. 
“Brewster’s” Warbler: arr MTSP 12 May; 
max 2 HO 16 May. 
“Lawrence’s” Warbler: Genung Nature 
Preserve TOMP 9 May (KMcGo!, LAvL!). 
Black-and-white Warbler: arr SW 27 Apr; 
max 12 SHSF 16 May (TB, MSM, FR); 12 
LPBP 21 May (JM, LSa), high. 
Prothonotary Warbler: arr MNWR 5 May; 
max 2 MNWR 10-29 May. 
Tennessee Warbler: arr T Dix SCHU 3 May; 
max 111 F. R. Newman Arboretum TOMP 20 
May (SKr), high; last Blue House TOMP 30 
May. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: arr CygL SP 9 
May; max 2 Bishop Preserve 14 May; 2 T 
Geneva ONTA 15 May; 2 SW 16 May; last 
Sweedler-Lick Brook Preserve 24 May. 
Nashville Warbler: arr TTor 29 Apr; max 9 
MyPt 17 May. 
Mourning Warbler: arr PW 14 May; T 
Howard STEU 14 May; Louis Agassiz Fuertes 
Bird Sanctuary TOMP 14 May; max 9 AF 
TOMP 31 May (SBi, BWa), high. 
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Common Yellowthroat: arr Ridgeway Road 
Rail Trail TOMP 29 Apr; max 22 GWP 24 
May. 
Hooded Warbler: arr T Phelps ONTA 3 May; 
max 4 SHSF 17-18 May; 4 TDan 19 May; 4 
TUly 24 May; 4 LPBP 25 May; 4 Hi Tor 
WMA YATE 27 May. 
American Redstart: arr MyPt 29 Apr; max 22 
LPNA 16-17 May. 
Cape May Warbler: arr LPBP 5 May; Ithaca 
City Cemetery TOMP 5 May; max 18 NEI 15 
May. 
Cerulean Warbler: arr 3 MNWR 10 May. 
Northern Parula: arr StP 1 May; max 12 
SHSF 16 May. 
Magnolia Warbler: arr TDry 3 May; Roy H 
Park Preserve TOMP 3 May; GWP 3 May; 
max 9 Roy H Park Preserve TOMP 17 May. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: arr 2 Ontario 
Pathways ONTA 12 May; max 8 TDry 17 
May; last TVE 26 May; NEI 26 May; HO 26 
May; TDry 26 Apr. 
Blackburnian Warbler: arr  MR 30 Apr; max 
12 TVE 8 & 17 May. 
Yellow Warbler: arr CVT SCHU 19 Apr; max 
30 SPNA 14 May; 30 SLSP 15 May. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: arr 3 LPBP 2 May; 
T Newfield TOMP 2 May; TCar 2 May; max 
39 AF TOMP 31 May (SBi, BWa), high. 
Blackpoll Warbler: arr SPNA 6 May; SW 6 
May; max 7 Cayuga-Seneca Canal Trail SENE 
26 May. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: arr ADt 30 
Apr; TIth 30 Apr; max 20 SHSF 19 May (IL), 
high. 

Palm Warbler: arr MR 10 Apr; max 14 MTSP 
13 May; last TOv 19 May; AMP 19 May; StP 
19 May; SW 19 May. 
Pine Warbler: arr TCar 28 Mar; max 8 TMid 
5 May. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: arr TLan 28 Mar; T 
Gorham ONTA 28 Mar; max 90 TIth 7 May. 
Prairie Warbler: arr Kinsella P STEU 1 May; 
max 14 LPBP 4 & 15 May. 
Black-throated Green Warbler: arr McIlroy 
Preserve CAYU 25 Apr; max 20 SHSF 20 
May. 
Canada Warbler: arr TCar 8 May; max 6 AF 
SCHU 17 May; 6 SHSF 20 May. 
Wilson’s Warbler: arr MR 11 May; max 3 
AMP 16 May; 3 SPNA 16 May; 3 SW 16 May; 
3 TCar 19 May; 3 Kashong Conservation Area 
ONTA 19 May; 3 QCM 19 May. 
SUMMER TANAGER (R3): T Big Flats 
CHEM 17 May (NC!). 
Scarlet Tanager: arr TDan 2 May; max 10 
TDry 19 May. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: arr T Covert TOMP 
28 Apr; T Woodhull STEU 28 Apr; max 33 
PW 17 May. 
BLUE GROSBEAK (R3): Seneca Landfill 
SENE 6-13 May (mob, ph). 
Indigo Bunting: TLan 19 Mar (JHa, ph); arr 
TIth 26 Apr; max 6 T Veteran CHEM 21 May; 
6 TDan 26 May; 6 AF TOMP 31 May. 
Dickcissel: TTor 28 May thru (mob, ph). 




