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Painted Redstart, Floyd Bennett Field, Kings, 18 Oct 2020, © Donna Schulman. 
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Two of Fall 2020’s rarest birds belonged to cryptic species-pairs and were provisionally 
identified to species by careful study, recording, and analysis of vocalizations, pending 
review. Top: New York State’s first Tropical Kingbird, Dobbs Ferry, Westchester, 28 Oct 
2020 © Tom Warren. Bottom: Pacific-slope Flycatcher, Kissena Park, Queens, 3 Nov 
2020, © Michael Zito. 
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Say’s Phoebe, Birdsong Meadows Farm, Candor, Tioga, 23 Sep 2020, © Gary Kohlenberg. 
 

 
 
Fork-tailed Flycatcher, Ashokan Reservoir, Ulster, 18 Oct 2020 © Jay McGowan. 
 

 
 
Sage Thrasher, Ooms Conservation Area, Columbia, 10 Nov 2020 © Meryl Ackley. 
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Pine Siskins and American Goldfinches, Northville, Suffolk, 8 Nov 2020 © MaryLaura 
Lamont. See note on p. 14. 
 

 
 
The Common Redpoll above the Hoary Redpoll shown here was thought to represent the 
regionally rare and poorly documented subspecies Acanthis flammea rostrata (“Greater 
Redpoll”), based on its large size, large bill, heavy streaking, and extensively dark face. 
From the east spit at the mouth of Braddock Bay, Monroe, 19 Nov 2020, © Dominic 
Sherony. 




