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March provided a break from the exceptionally warm temperatures of January and
February. For almost all of Essex and Hamilton Counties the temperatures
deviated from the norm by less than a degree either way. For Clinton and Franklin
Counties the temperatures were only 1-3° above normal. Once again, at these
temperatures, the lake did not freeze over entirely. In northern Lake Champlain,
the ice edge barely reached south to the Cumberland Head Ferry before it began
its northward retreat in mid to late March. The lake was essentially ice free by the
start of April. Precipitation (melted equivalent) was notably heavy in most of
Hamilton County and the High Peaks Region with 4-5" being recorded along with
several spots which exceeded 5". Clinton and Essex Counties tallied 2-3"
everywhere except in an area astride their common border which got 3-4".

April was somewhat wetter, especially in Hamilton County which got 4-5"
in the eastern portion and 5-6" in the west. The balance of Region 7 got 3-4" with
scattered points which got only 2-3". The exception was northern Franklin County
which got 4-5". April was another warmer than usual month. Almost the whole of
Region 7 was 3-5° above average. The exceptions were the extreme south of
Hamilton County and a large area centered around Lake Placid where the
deviation from the norm was only plus 1-3°.

May reversed the warm trend. Almost all of Clinton, the northern third of
Essex and the extreme south of Hamilton Counties averaged 3-5° colder than
normal. The remainder of Region 7 was still 1-3° cooler than the norm. The High
Peaks Region was the wettest, recording 3-5" of rain. The Champlain Valley and
the southeast of Hamilton County were the driest with only 2-3" of precipitation.
The remainder of the Region got 3-4".
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By 1 April Lake Champlain was virtually ice free and the lake level stood at
96.2". From there the level rose steadily in undulating waves with four local
maxima on 4, 16, 19, and 27 April to an overall maximum of 99.2' on 5 May.
Once again, the spring high for the lake was below the flood stage of 100'. From
there the lake level dropped to 96.4' on 31 May. At these levels the mud flats at
Laurin’s Pool remained underwater resulting in yet another disappointing
shorebird showing this spring.

Lake Champlain continues to be consistently excellent for finding Tufted
Duck and Barrow’s Goldeneye. Bulwagga Bay at the southern reaches of Lake
Champlain hosted a drake Tufted Duck, and there were at least five Barrow’s
Goldeneye seen from various sections of the lake. The Region’s fourth spring
record of Harlequin Duck came from Port Kent on 9 March.

Two Yellow-billed Cuckoos were found this spring which was down from
the previous two years and in direct correlation with an outbreak of spongy moths
(Lymantria dispar). This species is otherwise scarce to rare, not just in spring but
also during the summer season, often going completely undetected.

As noted in the weather summary, high spring water levels in Lake
Champlain were likely the culprit of a slow shorebird season. 12 species of
shorebirds were found in modest numbers. The highlight included three Ruddy
Turnstones at the Hoisington Brook Outlet in Westport on 19 May. This
represents only the third spring record of this species in Essex County, and the
fifth spring record for Region 7.

The most noteworthy ornithological event of the season began on 3 May
when several Black-legged Kittiwakes unexpectedly descended into the Region.
A total of six individuals was documented. This included at least four individuals
on Lake Clear and at least two individuals in Bulwagga Bay at the southern end
of Lake Champlain. It’s probable that these sightings from 3-9 May represented
more than six individuals. Given the unusual scale of this event, and the
remoteness of Adirondack lakes, it’s conceivable that many kittiwakes went
undetected. It's possible that a large-scale weather system on 2-3 May forced
overland migrants into some of the remote landscapes of the Northeast. Other
areas in which this event was observed include Kingbird Regions 9, 8, 5, 2 and 1.
There are also inland records from Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
and Montreal, Canada. There are no prior spring records of this species in Region
7.

Unlike kittiwakes, Bonaparte’s Gulls are regular in spring, sometimes in
very strong numbers. This is despite their recent, dramatic decline during the
summer and fall season. On 8 May, a flock of 178 individuals at the Hoisington
Brook Outlet in Westport hosted an adult Little Gull in nearly full breeding
plumage. Other gull highlights include two Iceland Gulls and two Lesser Black-
backed Gulls, both of which were found along the Plattsburgh waterfront.

An adult Red-headed Woodpecker represented the third spring record of
the species in the Region. This bird was discovered on Sabattis Road in Hamilton
County on 23 May. Interestingly, the two prior spring records of Red-headed
Woodpecker both come from Hamilton County and in the same general vicinity.

Grasshopper Sparrows were limited to four detections this spring, two of
which were found on 20 May at higher elevation than normal. This included a
singing bird along Route 73 in Keene Valley in a small hayfield south of the
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Marcy Field parking area and adjacent to the Ausable River. Given the lack of
habitat requirements, this bird was clearly not on territory, however, it presents a
good example of the importance of these smaller, yet functional open fields for
migratory grassland bird species. Another individual was found further north
along Styles Brook Road in Keene on a private farm with large, suitable habitat.
Both of these “high elevation” Grasshopper Sparrows were detected during
targeted grassland bird surveys by a UVM graduate student. Two additional
Grasshopper Sparrows were found in more traditional locations on private lands
along Christian Road in the Town of Essex, and along Dudley Road in Westport.
The former individual took up a short-term residence in a large hayfield but as far
as observers could discern, it did not remain on site. Despite these spring
detections, breeding was never confirmed at either site during the following
season.
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ABBREVIATIONS

AFR - Altona Flat Rock, CLIN; AMWMA - Ausable Marsh WMA, CLIN; BB —
Bloomingdale Bog, FRAN; BBB — Bulwagga Bay Beach, ESSE; BMRd — Blue Mt Rd,
FRAN; BRRd — Bull Rock Rd, ESSE; CB — Cole Bay, ESSE; CH — Cumberland Head,
CLIN; ChRd — Christian Rd, ESSE: CPSHS — Crown Pt State Historic Site, ESSE; CRW
— Cemetery Rd Wetlands, ESSE; Ess — Town of Essex, ESSE; FCov — Fort
Covington, FRAN; HBO — Hoisington Brook Outlet, CLIN; KBWMA — Kings Bay
WMA, CLIN; KV — Keene Valley, ESSE; LAWMA — Lake Alice WMA, CLIN; LCI
— Lake Clear, FRAN; LCTM — Lower La Chute Ri Ticonderoga Marsh, ESSE; LP —
Lake Placid, ESSE; NP — Noblewood P, ESSE; OPRd — Oregon Plains Rd, ESSE; PA —
Piseco Airport, HAMI; PaRd — Pardy Rd, CLIN; PBBM - Plattsburgh Boat Basin and
Marina, CLIN; PD — Port Douglas, ESSE; PH — Port Henry, ESSE; PK — Port Kent,
CLIN; PLK — Piseco L, HAMI; PS — Paul Smiths, FRAN; PSC — Paul Smiths College,
FRAN; PtAR — Point Au Roche SP, CLIN; SabB — Sabattis Bog, HAMI; SCRd —
Sabbatis Circle Rd, HAMI; SL — Saranac L, FRAN; SPt — Stony Pt, CLIN; TFBL —
Ticonderoga Ferry and Boat Launch, ESSE; Ti

— Ticonderoga, ESSE; TL — Tupper L, FRAN; TRd — Trimble Rd, ESSE; WBRd —
Whallons Bay Rd, ESSE; WD — Wilcox Dock, CLIN; Wil — Willsboro, ESSE; WiPt —
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Willsboro Pt, ESSE; WP — Westport, ESSE; WPBL — Westport Boat Launch, ESSE; WRS

— Webb Royce Swamp, ESSE.

Co- CN, -DD, -FL — Atlas breeding codes, see p. 379.

Snow Goose: max 1600 Burke, FRAN 28
Mar (R. Moylan); 2 Bellmont Center, FRAN
13 May (NR), late.

Greater White-fronted Goose: CPSHS 20-
21 Mar (JP).

Brant: 100 Kings Bay CLIN 17 May (SiR);
BBB 14 May (StR).

Canada Goose: max 2500 CPSHS 16 Mar
(StR).

TRUMPETER SWAN (R7): 2 AMWMA
3-19 Mar (V. Brady, mob); 4 LAWMA 15
Apr - 15 May (mob).

Tundra/Trumpeter Swan: TL 2 Apr
(mob).

Wood Duck: arr 7 LCTM 6 Mar, 16 here 29
Mar (EGe).

Blue-winged Teal: arr 2 AMWMA 23 Mar
(DaR).

Northern Shoveler: max 10 AMWMA 28
Mar (M. Bodine).

Gadwall: arr 5 Ess 9 Mar (StR).

American Wigeon: arr Ti 12 Mar (GaCh).
American Black Duck: 156 PaRd 18 Mar
(StR).

Northern Pintail: arr PH 1 Mar (StR); 194
PaRd 25 Mar (StR).

Green-winged Teal: arr AMWMA 13 Mar
(CM).

Canvasback: 4 HBO 3 Mar (C. Provost).
Redhead: 22 AMWMA 25 Mar (StR).
Ring-necked Duck: 300 SPt 2 Apr (B.
Berg).

TUFTED DUCK (R7): BBB 19 Mar - 3
Apr (mob), cont.

Greater Scaup: 1000 SPt 31 Mar (SiR).
Lesser Scaup: 145 CPSHS 18 Mar (J.
Milton).

scaup sp: 800 SPt 29 Mar (SiR).
Harlequin Duck: PK 9 Mar (StR, ph).
White-winged Scoter: 3 LCI 3 May (AIB);
2 Speculator, HAMI 18 May (StR).
Long-tailed Duck: 3 AMWMA 29 Mar (B.
Haag).

Bufflehead: 20 AMWMA 25 Apr (ZC).
Common Goldeneye: NP 27 May (SSM,
PJL), Co-FL.

Barrow’s Goldeneye: CB 9 Mar (StR); 2
CH 9 Mar (StR); 2 WPBL 12 Mar (StR),
refound BBB on 19 Mar.

Hooded Merganser: ad and 9 chicks
Dickinson Center FRAN 22 May, Co-FL.
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Common Merganser: 1055 PH 27 Mar
(StR).

Red-breasted Merganser: max 8§ BBB 3
Apr (J. Ganeles).

Ruddy Duck: WPBL 17 Mar (AIB).

Wild Turkey: max 100 Gabriels, FRAN 5
Mar (BMi).

Pied-billed Grebe: 4 AMWMA 13 and 20
May (m.ob).

Horned Grebe: 56 AMWMA 25 Mar
(StR).

Red-necked Grebe: arr 3 HBO 10 Apr
(StR); max 12 WiPt 18 Apr (DHR).

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Ti 27 May (StR);
CPt 27 May (StR); only 2 reps, intro.
Black-billed Cuckoo: arr Ti 22 May (EGe);
1 CLIN, 4 ESSE.

Common Nighthawk: arr SCRd 16 May
(GD).

Eastern Whip-poor-will: arr BRRd 5 May
(GICh, MCh).

Chimney Swift: arr 2 SL 7 May (BMc).

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: arr BRRd 7
May (GICh, MCh).

Virginia Rail: arr LAWMA 21 Apr (BK).
Common Gallinule: arr AMWMA 18 May
(B. Dixon).

American Coot: AMWMA 22 May (CM).

Sandhill Crane: arr 3 FCov 25 Mar (J.
Freeman); max 4 TL 26 Apr (GD),
established breeding loc; 2 SL 8 Apr - 5
May (BMc), established breeding loc.

Black-bellied Plover: arr Chateaugay
FRAN 14 May (J. Roy).

Killdeer: arr 6 Ess 17 Mar (EGe).
Semipalmated Plover: arr FCov 11 May
(JSt); Moffitt Beach Rd FRAN 18 May
(StR); Plattsburg City Beach CLIN 19 May
(M. Guglia).

Ruddy Turnstone: 3 HBO 19 May (DHR);
scarce in spring, intro.
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Least Sandpiper: arr LAWMA 8 May
(KA).

Semipalmated Sandpiper: arr FCov 12
May (E. Wheeler).

American Woodcock: arr WiPt 23 Mar
(DHR).

Wilson’s Snipe: arr FCov 10 Apr (DN).
Spotted Sandpiper: arr BBB 24 Apr (StR);
NP 27 May (SSM, PJL), Co-DD.

Solitary Sandpiper: arr Summer Brook
FRAN 28 Apr (JSa).

Lesser Yellowlegs: arr PaRd 20 Apr (StR);
max 24 FCov 13 May (JB).

Greater Yellowlegs: arr Lake Eaton HAMI
14 Apr (GD).

BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE (R7): at
least 2 BBB 3-9 May (StR); at least 4 LCl 3-
13 May (AIB), intro.

Bonaparte's Gull: arr HBO 2 Apr (CV,
BMc); max 178 HBO 8 May (StR), intro.
LITTLE GULL (R7): HBO 8 Apr (StR),
intro.

Iceland Gull: juv PBBM 9 Mar (StR); ad
WD 16 Mar (StR).

Lesser Black-backed Gull: 2 PBBM 9 Mar
(StR).

Great Black-backed Gull: 2 CPSHS 7 May
(StR).

Caspian Tern: arr NP 27 Mar (DHR); max
52 BBB 24 Apr (StR).

Common Tern: arr HBO 24 Apr (DHR).

Red-throated Loon: 2 HBO 24 Apr (StR).
Common Loon: arr HBO 16 Mar (StR).

Double-crested Cormorant: arr 4 PH 27
Mar (StR).

American Bittern: arr SCRd 12 Apr (GD).
Least Bittern: AMWMA 30 May (KC).
Great Blue Heron: arr 2 Crown Pt ESSE

17 Mar (EIG).

Great Egret: 8 PaRd 12 Apr (A. Bedard, K.
Quirion-Poirier).

Green Heron: arr LCTM 21 Apr (GICh,
MCh).

Black-crowned Night-Heron: arr LAWMA
1 May (KA).

Black Vulture: 3 LCTM 6 Mar (EGe).
Turkey Vulture: 11 PH 16 May (C.
Béland, K. Quirion-Poirier).

Osprey: arr Cumberland Head CLIN 26
Mar (S. Johnson).
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Golden Eagle: Pyramid L ESSE 13 Mar
(EGe); FRAN 19 Mar (RH): Cross Rd ESSE
30 Mar (StR).

Northern Harrier: widespread in
appropriate habitat in FRAN, CLIN &
ESSE.

Sharp-shinned Hawk: multiple reps in all
counties.

Cooper’s Hawk: multiple reps in all
counties.

Northern Goshawk: PD 7 May (DaR).
Bald Eagle: max 7 TL 6 Apr (mob); 7 PLk
7 Apr (CK).

Red-shouldered Hawk: 12 combined reps
from all 4 R7 counties.

Broad-winged Hawk: arr PH 14 Apr (StR).
Red-tailed Hawk: widespread, max 4
Bombay FRAN 27 May (R. Scranton).
Rough-legged Hawk: Ess 4 Apr (DHR).

Eastern Screech-Owl: Wilmington, ESSE
19 Apr (D. Zmoda); Malone FRAN 31 May
(O. Bass).

Great Horned Owl: Jay ESSE 6 Apr (DN).
Barred Owl: 2 The Gulf Unique Area
CLIN 10 Mar (JSt).

Short-eared Owl: 2 Burke FRAN 23 Mar
(R. Moylan).

Northern Saw-whet Owl: SabB 28 May.

Belted Kingfisher: arr LCTM 6 Mar (EGe).

RED-HEADED WOODPECKER (R7):
SabB 19 May (GD).

Red-bellied Woodpecker: 2 AMWMA 27
Mar (PJL, SSM).

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: arr Wil 2 Apr
(DHR).

Black-backed Woodpecker: 2 Madawaska
Flow FRAN 27 May (CV).

Northern Flicker: 4 AMWMA 25 Apr
(2C).

Pileated Woodpecker: 2 AMWMA 6 Apr
(StR).

American Kestrel: 4 Vermontville FRAN 4
May (BMi, M. Bodine).

Merlin: well established, many throughout
Region.

Peregrine Falcon: 3 CLIN; 4 ESSE; 3
FRAN.

Great Crested Flycatcher: arr CPSHS 7
May BMec).
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Eastern Kingbird: arr LAWMA 7 May
(BK).

Olive-sided Flycatcher: arr Wells HAMI
12 May (PB).

Eastern Wood-Pewee: air AMWMA 13
May (M. Baiz).

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: arr Rice L
Marsh 18 May (C. Demers).

Alder Flycatcher: arr Ensign Pd ESSE 13
May (StR).

Willow Flycatcher: arr Kings Bay CLIN 18
May (SiR).

Least Flycatcher: arr Peru CLIN 27 Apr
(KC).

Eastern Phoebe: arr Lake Flower FRAN 23
Mar (NM).

Yellow-throated Vireo: arr CPSHS 9 May
(T. Blanshard).

Blue-headed Vireo: arr PS 15 Apr (NM).
Philadelphia Vireo: arr Newcomb ESSE 14
May (PB).

Warbling Vireo: arr TFBL 6 May.
Red-eyed Vireo: arr Duane FRAN 6 May
(G. Gould).

Northern Shrike: 2 ESSE; 2 FRAN.

Canada Jay: 4 SabB 27 May (mob).

Fish Crow: max 6 Schroon L ESSE 4 May
(W. Adamczak)

Common Raven: max 8 BB 6 Mar (B.
Bobowski).

Boreal Chickadee: 3 OPRd 3 Mar (K.
Graham, M. Harcola).

Horned Lark: PA 11 Apr (GaCh).

Bank Swallow: arr PSC 30 Apr (NM).

Tree Swallow: arr WiPt 27 Mar (DHR).
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: arr
Rouse’s Pt CLIN 11 Apr (SiR).

Barn Swallow: arr Crown Pt ESSE 15 Apr
(StR).

CIliff Swallow: arr 6 WP 10 May (StR); max
50 Champlain CLIN 21 May (R. Millot).

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr PA 11 Apr
(GaCh).

Golden-crowned Kinglet: 6 LAWMA 20
Mar (A. Bedard).

Bohemian Waxwing: 53 PtAR 6 Apr (StR).
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Red-breasted Nuthatch: 4 Sam Cook Rd
FRAN 11 Mar (D. McNeil).

Brown Creeper: widespread, reps in all 4
counties.

Blue Gray Gnatcatcher: arr CPSHS 9 May
(StR).

House Wren: arr Au Sable Forks ESSE 15
Apr.

Winter Wren: 6 Loon 19 Apr (DN).
Marsh Wren: arr 2 KBWMA 20 Apr (StR).
Carolina Wren: most reps in CLIN, ESSE
& FRAN. 1 rep in HAMIL.

Gray Catbird: arr Peru, CLIN 21 Apr
(KC).

Brown Thrasher: arr FRAN 7 Apr (RH).
Northern Mockingbird: PBBM 25 Mar -
28 May.

Eastern Bluebird: max 10 Champlain
CLIN 13 May (D. Fisher).

Veery: arr PH 11 May (StR).

Bicknell’s Thrush: Henderson L ESSE 16
May (PB).

Swainson’s Thrush: arr CPSHS 10 May
(GL).

Hermit Thrush: arr Keene ESSE 9 Apr (B.
Goodwin).

Wood Thrush: arr Arbutus Pd ESSE 7 May
(PB).

American Pipit: arr Peru CLIN 6 Apr
(KC).

Evening Grosbeak: 155 LP 15 Mar (E.
Jones).

Purple Finch: max 35 Inlet HAMI 18 Apr
(GL).

Common Redpoll: 12 St Regis Falls FRAN
7 Mar (NM); 2 Chateaugay FRAN 23 Apr
(J. Roy).

Red Crossbill: 15 Madawaska FRAN 11
Mar.

Pine Siskin: 4 LP 25 May (LM).
American Goldfinch: 12 Rugar Woods
CLIN 17 May (CM).

Lapland Longspur: TRd 13 Mar (StR).
Snow Bunting: 2 SL 29 Mar (JB).

Grasshopper Sparrow: KV 20 May (H.
Howe); Highlands Farm ESSE 20 May (H.
Howe), scarce outside of valleys; Rolling
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Hills Farm ESSE 25 May (H. Howe); ChRd
27 May (DHR).

Chipping Sparrow: arr AMWMA 24 Mar
(CM); Altona Flat Rock CLIN 26 May
(DHR), Co-CN).

Field Sparrow: arr 2 PLk 7 Apr (CK); max
9 AFR 26 May (DHR).

Fox Sparrow: first 2 Lake Flower FRAN
27 Mar (M. Lawthers); max 11 Lake
Pleasant HAMI 12 Apr (GD).

American Tree Sparrow: 10 Burke FRAN
11 Mar (D. McNeil, S. Glover).
White-crowned Sparrow: arr PSC 1 May
(K. Dernier); 12 here 12 May (NM).
Vesper Sparrow: arr WBRd 5 Apr (DHR).
Savannah Sparrow: arr TRd 8 Apr (StR).
Lincoln’s Sparrow: arr 2 VIC 6 May
(BMc, CV).

Swamp Sparrow: arr AMWMA 6 Apr
(StR).

Eastern Towhee: arr Lake Pleasant HAMI
8 Apr (CK).

Bobolink: arr Burke FRAN 4 May (NR,
WR).

Eastern Meadowlark: Ess 29 Mar (DHR).
Orchard Oriole: CPSHS 20 May (H. Pryor,
A. Bechler).

Baltimore Oriole: arr LAWMA 7 May
(BK).

Brown-headed Cowbird: 4 PtAR 7 May
(KA).

Rusty Blackbird: arr 3 AMWMA 2 Apr (B.
Berg, H. Ellingsen).

Ovenbird: arr Paradox ESSE 5 May (EGe).
Louisiana Waterthrush: arr LCTM 21 Apr
(GICh, MCh).

Northern Waterthrush: arr Burns Rd
HAMI 20 Apr (B. Miner).

Golden-winged Warbler: arr WRS 10 May
(StR).

Blue-winged Warbler: arr WRS 11 May
(M. Baiz).

Golden-winged x Blue-winged Warbler:
WRS 10 May (StR); Wadhams ESSE 20-31
May (StR); Wil 24 May (DHR).
Black-and-white Warbler: arr Franklin
Falls FRAN 21 Apr (D. Zmoda).
Tennessee Warbler: arr KBWMA 11 May
(BK).

Nashville Warbler: arr Paradox ESSE 5
May (EGe).

Mourning Warbler: arr SabB 18 May
(GD).

Common Yellowthroat: arr PA 10 May
(GaCh).

American Redstart: arr LAWMA 7 May
(BK).

Cape May Warbler: arr Putts Creek ESSE
6 May (StR).

Northern Parula: arr VIC 5 May (BMc).
Magnolia Warbler: arr LP 7 May (E.
Jones).

Bay-breasted Warbler: arr Arbutus Pd
ESSE 7 May (KC).

Blackburnian Warbler: arr Split Rock Mt
8 May (PB).

Yellow Warbler: arr SL High School Pd 23
Apr (AIB), early.

Chestnut-sided Warbler: arr Arbutus Pd
ESSE 10 May (M. Bodine).

Blackpoll Warbler: arr 3 Pillsbury Mt 12
May (A. Garland).

Black-throated Blue Warbler: arr Old
Piseco Rd HAMI 4 May (CK).
Black-throated Green Warbler: arr Ti 3
May (GaCh).

Canada Warbler: arr 2 Santa Clara FRAN
13 May (BMc, JB, CV).

Wilson’s Warbler: arr Bellmont Center
FRAN 12 May (N. Rogers).

Scarlet Tanager: arr WiPt 6 May (DHR).
Rose-breased Grosbeak: arr Ti ESSE 29
Apr (GICh, MCh).

Indigo Bunting: arr Adirondack P ESSE 12
May (D. Miller).
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